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Offers the most comprehensive collection of Basho's prose available, beautifully
translated into English.

In Basho's Journey, David Landis Barnhill provides the definitive translation of
Matsuo Basho's literary prose, as well as a companion piece to his previous
translation, Basho's Haiku. One of the world's greatest nature writers, Basho
(1644–1694) is well known for his subtle sensitivity to the natural world, and his
writings have influenced contemporary American environmental writers such as
Gretel Ehrlich, John Elder, and Gary Snyder. This volume concentrates on
Basho's travel journal, literary diary (Saga Diary), and haibun. The premiere
form of literary prose in medieval Japan, the travel journal described the
uncertainty and occasional humor of traveling, appreciations of nature, and
encounters with areas rich in cultural history. Haiku poetry often accompanied
the prose. The literary diary also had a long history, with a format similar to the
travel journal but with a focus on the place where the poet was living. Basho was
the first master of haibun, short poetic prose sketches that usually included haiku.

As he did in Basho's Haiku, Barnhill arranges the work chronologically in order
to show Basho's development as a writer. These accessible translations capture
the spirit of the original Japanese prose, permitting the nature images to hint at
the deeper meaning in the work. Barnhill's introduction presents an overview of
Basho's prose and discusses the significance of nature in this literary form, while
also noting Basho's significance to contemporary American literature and
environmental thought. Excellent notes clearly annotate the translations.

“Barnhill’s approach to translation is straightforward and unfussy, aiming to be
as accurate as possible, making his two volumes a highly serviceable
compilation. They will be of great value to readers.” — The Japan Times

"Read cover to cover, the volume presents the breadth of Basho’s prose. If you
open it randomly, on almost every page you encounter haunting images of the
landscape, village life, and literary culture of Japan. This book inspires us to stop
and pay attention to the poetry of the world around us." — Buddhadharma
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“…Barnhill reveals the importance of narrative and social contexts in reading
Basho. Barnhill’s careful translations and notes reveal a poet both independent
and pious … Above all, Basho’s experience of ‘cultured nature’ emerges
unforgettably.” — The Providence Sunday Journal on Basho’s Journey and
Basho’s Haiku

"Barnhill's translations maintain the Japanese originals' direct sparseness, and
retain their dramatic sequence, which all too many translations unfortunately and
unnecessarily sacrifice." — Taigen Dan Leighton, cotranslator of Dogen's Pure
Standards for the Zen Community: A Translation of Eihei Shingi

David Landis Barnhill is Director of Environmental Studies and Professor of
English at the University of Wisconsin at Oshkosh. He is the translator of
Basho's Haiku: Selected Poems of Matsuo Basho and the coeditor (with Roger S.
Gottlieb) of Deep Ecology and World Religions: New Essays on Sacred Ground,
both also published by SUNY Press.
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In Basho's Journey, David Landis Barnhill provides the definitive translation of Matsuo Basho's literary
prose, as well as a companion piece to his previous translation, Basho's Haiku. One of the world's greatest
nature writers, Basho (1644–1694) is well known for his subtle sensitivity to the natural world, and his
writings have influenced contemporary American environmental writers such as Gretel Ehrlich, John Elder,
and Gary Snyder. This volume concentrates on Basho's travel journal, literary diary (Saga Diary), and
haibun. The premiere form of literary prose in medieval Japan, the travel journal described the uncertainty
and occasional humor of traveling, appreciations of nature, and encounters with areas rich in cultural history.
Haiku poetry often accompanied the prose. The literary diary also had a long history, with a format similar to
the travel journal but with a focus on the place where the poet was living. Basho was the first master of
haibun, short poetic prose sketches that usually included haiku.

As he did in Basho's Haiku, Barnhill arranges the work chronologically in order to show Basho's
development as a writer. These accessible translations capture the spirit of the original Japanese prose,
permitting the nature images to hint at the deeper meaning in the work. Barnhill's introduction presents an
overview of Basho's prose and discusses the significance of nature in this literary form, while also noting
Basho's significance to contemporary American literature and environmental thought. Excellent notes clearly
annotate the translations.

“Barnhill’s approach to translation is straightforward and unfussy, aiming to be as accurate as possible,
making his two volumes a highly serviceable compilation. They will be of great value to readers.” — The
Japan Times

"Read cover to cover, the volume presents the breadth of Basho’s prose. If you open it randomly, on almost
every page you encounter haunting images of the landscape, village life, and literary culture of Japan. This
book inspires us to stop and pay attention to the poetry of the world around us." — Buddhadharma

“…Barnhill reveals the importance of narrative and social contexts in reading Basho. Barnhill’s careful
translations and notes reveal a poet both independent and pious … Above all, Basho’s experience of
‘cultured nature’ emerges unforgettably.” — The Providence Sunday Journal on Basho’s Journey and
Basho’s Haiku

"Barnhill's translations maintain the Japanese originals' direct sparseness, and retain their dramatic sequence,
which all too many translations unfortunately and unnecessarily sacrifice." — Taigen Dan Leighton,
cotranslator of Dogen's Pure Standards for the Zen Community: A Translation of Eihei Shingi

David Landis Barnhill is Director of Environmental Studies and Professor of English at the University of
Wisconsin at Oshkosh. He is the translator of Basho's Haiku: Selected Poems of Matsuo Basho and the
coeditor (with Roger S. Gottlieb) of Deep Ecology and World Religions: New Essays on Sacred Ground,
both also published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Carley:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the information
as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you looking at a
book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas do it
anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Basho's Journey:
The Literary Prose of Matsuo Basho, it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours book.
Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Kori Pierson:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the book untitled Basho's Journey: The Literary Prose of Matsuo Basho can be
excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Clifford Roselli:

The book untitled Basho's Journey: The Literary Prose of Matsuo Basho contain a lot of information on the
idea. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so
do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author
brings you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can please read on your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Dave Arreola:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but nothing



reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful pics on
there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this era,
many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this
Basho's Journey: The Literary Prose of Matsuo Basho can make you really feel more interested to read.
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