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Fluent Selves examines narrative practices throughout lowland South America
focusing on indigenous communities in Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, and Peru,
illuminating the social and cultural processes that make the past as important as
the present for these peoples. This collection brings together leading scholars in
the fields of anthropology and linguistics to examine the intersection of these
narratives of the past with the construction of personhood. The volume’s
exploration of autobiographical and biographical accounts raises questions about
fieldwork, ethical practices, and cultural boundaries in the study of anthropology.

Rather than relying on a simple opposition between the “Western individual” and
the non-Western rest, contributors to Fluent Selves explore the complex interplay
of both individualizing as well as relational personhood in these practices.
Transcending classic debates over the categorization of “myth” and “history,” the
autobiographical and biographical narratives in Fluent Selves illustrate the very
medium in which several modes of engaging with the past meet, are reconciled,
and reemerge. 
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Fluent Selves examines narrative practices throughout lowland South America focusing on indigenous
communities in Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, and Peru, illuminating the social and cultural processes that make the
past as important as the present for these peoples. This collection brings together leading scholars in the
fields of anthropology and linguistics to examine the intersection of these narratives of the past with the
construction of personhood. The volume’s exploration of autobiographical and biographical accounts raises
questions about fieldwork, ethical practices, and cultural boundaries in the study of anthropology.

Rather than relying on a simple opposition between the “Western individual” and the non-Western rest,
contributors to Fluent Selves explore the complex interplay of both individualizing as well as relational
personhood in these practices. Transcending classic debates over the categorization of “myth” and “history,”
the autobiographical and biographical narratives in Fluent Selves illustrate the very medium in which several
modes of engaging with the past meet, are reconciled, and reemerge. 
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Editorial Review

Review

"Highly recommended for all scholars of South American peoples, and its use cross-culturally is of equal
value."—Norman E. Whitten, Jr., Journal of Anthropological Research
(Norman E. Whitten, Jr. Journal of Anthropological Research 2015-07-08)

"Fluent Selves is undoubtedly an important landmark in the study of biographical and autobiographical
narratives in Amazonia."—Juan Luis Rodriguez, Anthropological Linguistics
(Juan Luis Rodriguez Anthropological Linguistics)

“[Fluent Selves
] is an astonishingly well-written collection of firsthand accounts of particular Native persons’ experiences
with ‘colonialism,’ ‘development,’ and ‘civilizing practices.’ It is a major contribution to several fields: the
comparative ethnographic and social historical study of lowland South America, postcolonial studies of
self/structural interaction, and the psychological study of Native American trauma passed down through
generations.”—Kathleen Fine-Dare, coeditor of Border Crossings: Transnational Americanist Anthropology
(Kathleen Fine-Dare 2014-02-28)

About the Author

Suzanne Oakdale is an associate professor of anthropology at the University of New Mexico. She is the
author of I Foresee My Life: The Ritual Performance of Autobiography in an Amazonian Community
(Nebraska, 2005). Magnus Course is a senior lecturer in social anthropology at the University of Edinburgh.
He is the author of Becoming Mapuche: Person and Ritual in Indigenous Chile.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Betty Terry:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Fluent Selves: Autobiography, Person, and History in
Lowland South America. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important a book Fluent Selves: Autobiography, Person, and History in Lowland South
America. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due
to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can
be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's learn.



Jacob Keys:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should
answer that question due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Fluent Selves:
Autobiography, Person, and History in Lowland South America to read.

Elizabeth Jamerson:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Fluent Selves: Autobiography, Person, and History in Lowland South America your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become
your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get just before. The Fluent Selves: Autobiography, Person, and History
in Lowland South America giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Bobbie Freeman:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This Fluent Selves: Autobiography, Person, and History in
Lowland South America can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one book you
have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have
Fluent Selves: Autobiography, Person, and History in Lowland South America.
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