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When the Constitution Act of 1867 was enacted, section 93 guaranteed certain
educational rights to Catholics and Protestants in Quebec, but not to any others.
Over the course of the next century, the Jewish community in Montreal carved
out an often tenuous arrangement for public schooling as “honorary Protestants,”
based on complex negotiations with the Protestant and Catholic school boards,
the provincial government, and individual municipalities. In the face of the
constitution’ s exclusionary language, all parties gave their compromise alegal
form which was frankly unconstitutional, but unavoidable if Jewish children
were to have access to public schools. Bargaining in the shadow of the law, they
made their own constitution long before the formal constitutional amendment of
1997 finally put an end to the issue.

In Honorary Protestants, David Fraser presents the first legal history of the
Jewish school question in Montreal. Based on extensive archival research, it
highlights the complex evolution of concepts of rights, citizenship, and identity,
negotiated outside the strict legal boundaries of the constitution.
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When the Constitution Act of 1867 was enacted, section 93 guaranteed certain educational rights to
Catholics and Protestants in Quebec, but not to any others. Over the course of the next century, the Jewish
community in Montreal carved out an often tenuous arrangement for public schooling as “honorary
Protestants,” based on complex negotiations with the Protestant and Catholic school boards, the provincial
government, and individual municipalities. In the face of the constitution’s exclusionary language, all parties
gave their compromise alegal form which was frankly unconstitutional, but unavoidable if Jewish children
were to have access to public schools. Bargaining in the shadow of the law, they made their own constitution
long before the formal constitutional amendment of 1997 finally put an end to the issue.

In Honorary Protestants, David Fraser presents the first legal history of the Jewish school question in
Montreal. Based on extensive archival research, it highlights the complex evolution of concepts of rights,
citizenship, and identity, negotiated outside the strict legal boundaries of the constitution.
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Editorial Review
Review

‘With the appearance of Fraser’s Honorary Protestants, | can refer to afull legal history of thetopic that is
exhaustive in its attention to detail. The book is extensively researched and forcefully argued.’

(Roderick MacL eod Canadian Jewish Sudies vol 24:2016)
Review

“The story of the ‘ Jewish School Question’ has never before been told in such compelling detail, nor within
the context of alearned discussion of ‘rights,” ‘citizenship,” and ‘identity.” ‘Honorary Protestants
constitutes an exceedingly important contribution to the history of Canadian education, the social politics of
the Montreal Jewish community, and the relationships between the Jewish, Protestant, and Roman Catholic
constituencies in the province of Quebec.”

(Gerad Tulchinsky, Professor Emeritus, Department of History, Queen's University)

“‘Honorary Protestants' presents an important corrective to the twentieth-century focus of much of the
history of civil libertiesin Quebec and Canada. As David Fraser demonstrates, fundamental rights and
liberties were being debated already in the nineteenth century, long before conscription crises, the Red
Scares, and Duplessis's guerre sans merci of the 1930s and 1940s.”

(Eric H. Reiter, Department of History, Concordia University)
About the Author

David Fraser isaprofessor in the School of Law at the University of Nottingham.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Willette Bickel:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book isimportant factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Honorary Protestants: The Jewish
School Question in Montreal, 1867-1997 (Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal History) will make you to be
smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in
which open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that?
Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?



Shane Hamilton:

The reason why? Because this Honorary Protestants: The Jewish School Question in Montreal, 1867-1997
(Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal History) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting
for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside
it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of positive aspects than
the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want
to hold up having that book? If | have been you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Nathan Strong:

With this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. One of many
books in the top record in your reading list is definitely Honorary Protestants. The Jewish School Question in
Montreal, 1867-1997 (Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal History). Thisbook and that is qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this e-
book you can get many advantages.

Jane Pelley:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source which filled
update of news. On this modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for you.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just in search of the Honorary Protestants: The Jewish School Question in Montreal, 1867-1997 (Osgoode
Society for Canadian Legal History) when you needed it?
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