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The classic samurai novel about the real exploits of the most famous swordsman.

Miyamoto Musashi was the child of an era when Japan was emerging from
decades of civil strife. Lured to the great Battle of Sekigahara in 1600 by the
hope of becoming a samurai--without really knowing what it meant--he regains
consciousness after the battle to find himself lying defeated, dazed and wounded
among thousands of the dead and dying. On his way home, he commits a rash
act, becomes a fugitive and brings life in his own village to a standstill--until he
is captured by a weaponless Zen monk.

The lovely Otsu, seeing in Musashi her ideal of manliness, frees him from his
tortuous punishment, but he is recaptured and imprisoned. During three years of
solitary confinement, he delves into the classics of Japan and China. When he is
set free again, he rejects the position of samurai and for the next several years
pursues his goal relentlessly, looking neither to left nor to right.

Ever so slowly it dawns on him that following the Way of the Sword is not
simply a matter of finding a target for his brute strength. Continually striving to
perfect his technique, which leads him to a unique style of fighting with two
swords simultaneously, he travels far and wide, challenging fighters of many
disciplines, taking nature to be his ultimate and severest teacher and undergoing
the rigorous training of those who follow the Way. He is supremely successful in
his encounters, but in the Art of War he perceives the way of peaceful and
prosperous governance and disciplines himself to be a real human being

He becomes a reluctant hero to a host of people whose lives he has touched and
been touched by. And, inevitably, he has to pit his skill against the naked blade of
his greatest rival.

Musashi is a novel in the best tradition of Japanese story telling. It is a living
story, subtle and imaginative, teeming with memorable characters, many of them
historical. Interweaving themes of unrequited love, misguided revenge, filial
piety and absolute dedication to the Way of the Samurai, it depicts vividly a
world Westerners know only vaguely. Full of gusto and humor, it has an epic
quality and universal appeal.
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The novel was made into a three-part movie by Director Hiroshi Inagai. For more
information, visit the Shopping area
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thousands of the dead and dying. On his way home, he commits a rash act, becomes a fugitive and brings life
in his own village to a standstill--until he is captured by a weaponless Zen monk.

The lovely Otsu, seeing in Musashi her ideal of manliness, frees him from his tortuous punishment, but he is
recaptured and imprisoned. During three years of solitary confinement, he delves into the classics of Japan
and China. When he is set free again, he rejects the position of samurai and for the next several years pursues
his goal relentlessly, looking neither to left nor to right.

Ever so slowly it dawns on him that following the Way of the Sword is not simply a matter of finding a
target for his brute strength. Continually striving to perfect his technique, which leads him to a unique style
of fighting with two swords simultaneously, he travels far and wide, challenging fighters of many
disciplines, taking nature to be his ultimate and severest teacher and undergoing the rigorous training of
those who follow the Way. He is supremely successful in his encounters, but in the Art of War he perceives
the way of peaceful and prosperous governance and disciplines himself to be a real human being

He becomes a reluctant hero to a host of people whose lives he has touched and been touched by. And,
inevitably, he has to pit his skill against the naked blade of his greatest rival.

Musashi is a novel in the best tradition of Japanese story telling. It is a living story, subtle and imaginative,
teeming with memorable characters, many of them historical. Interweaving themes of unrequited love,
misguided revenge, filial piety and absolute dedication to the Way of the Samurai, it depicts vividly a world
Westerners know only vaguely. Full of gusto and humor, it has an epic quality and universal appeal.

The novel was made into a three-part movie by Director Hiroshi Inagai. For more information, visit the
Shopping area
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Editorial Review

Review
"... A stirring saga ... not only for readers interested in Japan but also for those who simply want a rousing
read." -Washington Post

Language Notes
Text: English, Japanese (translation)

About the Author
EIJI YOSHIKAWA was born in 1892 in Kanagawa Prefecture, near Tokyo. He began his literary career at
the age of twenty-two. During his thirties he worked as a journalist while continuing to write stories and
novels, reaching a large and appreciative readership through having his work published, often serially, in
newspapers and popular magazines. At the time of his death in 1962, he was one of Japan's best-known and
best-loved novelists. He received the Cultural Medal, the highest award for a man of letters, and other
cultural decorations, including the Order of the Sacred Treasure.

CHARLES S. TERRY, the translator, was born in Mississippi in 1926 and graduated from Duke
University. He first studied Japanese in the U.S. Navy during WW II and after the war received a master's
degree from Columbia University in Japanese history. Resident in Japan since 1952, he also received a
master's degree in Chinese history from the University of Tokyo and has since been active as a translator of
works on Japanese art, architecture and history. He died in 1982.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Darby:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Musashi:
An Epic Novel of the Samurai Era? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or
you have different opinion?

Frances Lockhart:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for
a while is reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Musashi: An Epic
Novel of the Samurai Era book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.



Elvia Ecklund:

The particular book Musashi: An Epic Novel of the Samurai Era will bring someone to the new experience
of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Musashi: An Epic Novel of the Samurai Era is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read
the book.

Titus Johnson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Musashi: An Epic Novel of the Samurai Era.
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