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Don t let an introduction to research methods be your students least favorite (and
most intimidating) political science course. Relevant, timely, insightful,
comprehensive, and always mindful of their student audience, the authors have
revamped their popular text so that the sixth edition is friendlier and more
intuitive than ever the perfect gateway to understanding not just the how but also
the why behind research into politics.

Covering the discipline s major methods, the authors lead students step-by-step
through the logic of research design. Building block chapters on hypothesis
formation and testing, variables, and measurement are right up front; the
introduction to research design, sampling, and literature reviews now come with
more explanation as to why a researcher would pursue different kinds of
methods; the stats chapters begin with a common-sense primer that walks
students through foundational ideas and practices. Throughout the text, updated
examples of contemporary research problems keep readers engaged.

Each chapter has bolded key terms that are also listed in a glossary at the end of
each chapter and the end of the text. Helpful hints feature boxes give students
nuts-and-bolts reminders they can refer to when they conduct their own research
or assess the work of others.

NEW TO THIS EDITION

New examples of political science research in Chapter 1, including a case on●

judicial decision making and current research into public opinion on the war in
Iraq.
Expanded discussion of theory in Chapter 2, showing how competing●

paradigms can be applied to the same topic of study.
Substantially updated discussion of survey research including coverage of●

Internet polling and a fuller description of interviewing.
Computational formulas and calculations are now featured in How It s Done●

boxes allowing students to separate lengthy calculations from substantive
discussion of the meaning or interpretation of statistical results.
Greater coverage of newer developments in applied statistics, including●

exploratory data analysis and descriptive and inferential statistics for counts

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0872894428
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0872894428
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0872894428


and functions of counts. In general, less emphasis on computation, and more on
interpretation.
Reorganized statistics chapters for better comprehension with regression●

analysis and logistic regression in their own chapters.
A new overview of statistical analysis, including discussion of data preparation,●

description, modeling, inference, interpretation, and the communication of
results.
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Don t let an introduction to research methods be your students least favorite (and most intimidating) political
science course. Relevant, timely, insightful, comprehensive, and always mindful of their student audience,
the authors have revamped their popular text so that the sixth edition is friendlier and more intuitive than
ever the perfect gateway to understanding not just the how but also the why behind research into politics.

Covering the discipline s major methods, the authors lead students step-by-step through the logic of research
design. Building block chapters on hypothesis formation and testing, variables, and measurement are right up
front; the introduction to research design, sampling, and literature reviews now come with more explanation
as to why a researcher would pursue different kinds of methods; the stats chapters begin with a common-
sense primer that walks students through foundational ideas and practices. Throughout the text, updated
examples of contemporary research problems keep readers engaged.

Each chapter has bolded key terms that are also listed in a glossary at the end of each chapter and the end of
the text. Helpful hints feature boxes give students nuts-and-bolts reminders they can refer to when they
conduct their own research or assess the work of others.

NEW TO THIS EDITION

New examples of political science research in Chapter 1, including a case on judicial decision making and●

current research into public opinion on the war in Iraq.
Expanded discussion of theory in Chapter 2, showing how competing paradigms can be applied to the same●

topic of study.
Substantially updated discussion of survey research including coverage of Internet polling and a fuller●

description of interviewing.
Computational formulas and calculations are now featured in How It s Done boxes allowing students to●

separate lengthy calculations from substantive discussion of the meaning or interpretation of statistical
results.
Greater coverage of newer developments in applied statistics, including exploratory data analysis and●

descriptive and inferential statistics for counts and functions of counts. In general, less emphasis on
computation, and more on interpretation.
Reorganized statistics chapters for better comprehension with regression analysis and logistic regression in●

their own chapters.
A new overview of statistical analysis, including discussion of data preparation, description, modeling,●

inference, interpretation, and the communication of results.
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Editorial Review

Review
I have found Johnson and Reynolds' Political Science Research Methods to be one of the most important
texts which I have adopted, not only for this course, but for any one. Many methods texts which are
published are directed at the social sciences in general. This text is superior to the more general social
science texts and other political science methods texts with which I am familiar because it successfully
engages students in building methodological and statistical literacy. The book incorporates much of the
important foundational information that today's undergraduate political science major needs to learn. The
need to study both human behavior as well as institutions requires a more focused course of study. This text
is superb because it provides students with a host of applications specific to the discipline. It is accessible
and yet it does not encourage lower order thinking. I am very likely to continue to use this text because of its
comprehensiveness and design -- Robin Lauermann I have found Johnson and Reynolds' Political Science
Research Methods to be one of the most important texts which I have adopted, not only for this course, but
for any one. Many methods texts which are published are directed at the social sciences in general. This text
is superior to the more general social science texts and other political science methods texts with which I am
familiar because it successfully engages students in building methodological and statistical literacy. The
book incorporates much of the important foundational information that today's undergraduate political
science major needs to learn. The need to study both human behavior as well as institutions requires a more
focused course of study. This text is superb because it provides students with a host of applications specific
to the discipline. It is accessible and yet it does not encourage lower order thinking. I am very likely to
continue to use this text because of its comprehensiveness and design -- Robin Lauermann Janet Buttolph
Johnson and H.T. Reynolds have developed an outstanding research methods textbook that has wide
applicability for both undergraduate and graduate courses. It has been the primary textbook in my
undergraduate political analysis class for several years because it offers a sophisticated introduction to
empirical political science and both qualitative and quantitative research methods, while presenting the
material in a writing style that is easily accessible to undergraduate students. The range of methods discussed
in the book and the many topical examples it provides has given me great flexibility to select exactly what I
wanted to use in class. The companion workbook has been a great resource for homework assignments and
in-class exercises and discussions. I consider this the leading textbook of its kind -- Scott Silverstone Janet
Buttolph Johnson and H.T. Reynolds have developed an outstanding research methods textbook that has
wide applicability for both undergraduate and graduate courses. It has been the primary textbook in my
undergraduate political analysis class for several years because it offers a sophisticated introduction to
empirical political science and both qualitative and quantitative research methods, while presenting the
material in a writing style that is easily accessible to undergraduate students. The range of methods discussed
in the book and the many topical examples it provides has given me great flexibility to select exactly what I
wanted to use in class. The companion workbook has been a great resource for homework assignments and
in-class exercises and discussions. I consider this the leading textbook of its kind -- Scott Silverstone
Political Science Research Methods offers students a comprehensive and engaging view of both the scientific
research process and the application of research methods. The authors skillfully integrate examples
throughout the book that illustrate how scholars utilize methodological techniques to address substantive
theoretical questions in political science. In so doing, the book systematically unpacks the foundation for
understanding, evaluating, and producing scientific research. The companion workbook, Working with
Political Science Research Methods, provides exercises and data sets to help students build an applied
foundation for the statistical techniques they learn about in the text. The superb balance achieved between
methodological theory and application makes the entire package an immensely valuable tool for both



students and teachers -- Bryan W. Marshall Political Science Research Methods offers students a
comprehensive and engaging view of both the scientific research process and the application of research
methods. The authors skillfully integrate examples throughout the book that illustrate how scholars utilize
methodological techniques to address substantive theoretical questions in political science. In so doing, the
book systematically unpacks the foundation for understanding, evaluating, and producing scientific research.
The companion workbook, Working with Political Science Research Methods, provides exercises and data
sets to help students build an applied foundation for the statistical techniques they learn about in the text. The
superb balance achieved between methodological theory and application makes the entire package an
immensely valuable tool for both students and teachers -- Bryan W. Marshall

About the Author

Janet Buttolph Johnson is associate professor of political science and international relations at the
University of Delaware, where she specializes in public policy, state and local politics, and environmental
policy and politics.

H.T. Reynolds is professor emeritus of political science at the University of Delaware. He is the author of
Governing America with David Volger, The Analysis of Nominal Data, 2nd Edition, and has published
several articles on methodology.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brandon Harmon:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Political Science Research Methods book is readable by you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Political Science Research
Methods content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Political Science
Research Methods is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Jared Hoskins:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Political Science Research Methods reserve
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone
who read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Political Science Research Methods as good book
not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its
include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.



Lionel Huggins:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Political Science Research Methods this reserve consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up.
The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Shelia Sepulveda:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book Political
Science Research Methods. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it
could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware
about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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