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Rue Ordener, Rue Labat is a moving memoir by the distinguished French
philosopher Sarah Kofman. It opens with the horrifying moment in July 1942
when the author’ s father, the rabbi of a small synagogue, was dragged by police
from the family home on Rue Ordener in Paris, then transported to
Auschwitz—"the place,” writes Kofman, “where no eternal rest would or could
ever be granted.” It endsin the mid-1950s, when Kofman enrolled at the
Sorbonne.

The book is as eloquent asit is forthright. Kofman recalls her father and family in
the years before the war, then turnsto the terrors and confusions of her own
childhood in Paris during the German occupation. Not long after her father’s
disappearance, Kofman and her mother took refuge in the apartment of a
Christian woman on Rue L abat, where they remained until the Liberation. This
bold woman, whom Kofman called Mémé, undoubtedly saved the young girl and
her mother from the death camps. But Kofman'’s close attachment to Mémé also
resulted in a rupture between mother and child that was never to be fully healed.

This slender volume is distinguished by the author’ s clear prose, the carefully
recounted horrors of her childhood, and the uncommon poise that came to her
only with the passage of many years.
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The book is as eloquent asiit is forthright. Kofman recalls her father and family in the years before the war,
then turns to the terrors and confusions of her own childhood in Paris during the German occupation. Not
long after her father’ s disappearance, Kofman and her mother took refuge in the apartment of a Christian
woman on Rue Labat, where they remained until the Liberation. This bold woman, whom Kofman called
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Kofman, a French philosopher and the author of Freud and Fiction and Nietzsche and M etaphor, began this
recollection of her childhood years during the occupation of Parisin January 1943. In October 1994, she
killed herself. Thisis not a deeply emotional book, although the subject is and Kofman clearly found it
difficult to deal with her memories of those years. Encountering a school mate who stood up for her against
anti-Semitic bullies, she couldn't bring herself to mention the event or her gratitude until a second encounter
decades |ater. After Kofman's father was rounded up in July 1942, never to return, her mother sent her six
children to hiding places in the country. Kofman, however, was a clingy, sickly child who, when she wasn't
trying to escape, refused to eat food that wasn't kosher, a stubborn tribute to her father that threatened those
around her. Eventually she was brought back to Paris and her mother, but when they had to flee their home
on the Rue Ordener, Kofman's maother turned to the "Lady on the Rue Labat," who had once been their
neighbor. There Kofman was torn between her increasingly difficult Jewish mother and the dightly
obsessive coddling of the Christian woman whom Kofman called Meme. Kofman's rather dispassionate
record of the occupation isn't one of rationing and hiding, though both are involved. Instead it is the story of
the dissolution of afamily and the end of childhood, set against a background that neither the adults of the
story and certainly not the child could begin to comprehend.

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

K ofman, a philosopher-theoretician of art, philosophy, literature, and psychoanalysis at the Sorbonne until
she died by her own hand in 1994, describes the horrors that she and her family endured in Paris during the
German occupation after her father, arabbi, was dragged from their home on the Rue Ordener and deported
to Auschwitz on July 16, 1942. (He was bludgeoned to death there with a pickax a year later by a Jewish
butcher turned Kapo.) Throughout the occupation, Kofman and her mother lived on the Rue Labat, protected
by a Christian woman whom Kofman calls Meme. Meme detached Kofman from her mother and from
Judaism, but she saved them both from Nazi raids. The memoir ends with Kofman's enrollment at the
Sorbonne in the mid-1950s. Published in France in 1994, this short, gripping memoir, adeptly translated,
offers avivid account of one person’s strugglein Vichy France. Recommended for all libraries.?Bob Ivey,
Univ. of Memphis

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Kofman, a professor of philosophy at the Sorbonne and author of more than 20 books, was one of France's
most important contemporary thinkers, best known for her works on Nietzsche and Freud. Kofman wrote this
short memoir--an acount of her childhood between the ages of 8 and 18--in 1993, and it was published in
Francein 1994. It begins on the last day she ever saw her father, July 16, 1942, the day that Vichy police
picked up Rabbi Kofman in the family apartment in Paris, and ends when she enrolled at the Sorbonnein the
mid-1950s. That day in 1942, some 13,000 French Jews were rounded up and taken to Auschwitz. A
Christian woman hid the author and her mother until the liberation of Paris. In October 1994 Kofman killed
herself, leaving behind a haunting and painful chronicle of the Holocaust. George Cohen

Users Review

From reader reviews:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Willie McCorkle:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for awhileisreading. Yes, by
reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. For you who
want to start reading any book, we give you that Rue Ordener, Rue Labat (Stages) book as basic and daily
reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Rod Doughty:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you redlize? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity hereislook different you can read
some sort of book. It isrealy fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24
hours aday to reading a guide. The book Rue Ordener, Rue Labat (Stages) it is very good to read. There are
alot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mOore effortlessly to read this
book out of your smart phone. The priceis not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Bertha Greene:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. Peopleis human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is Rue Ordener, Rue Labat (Stages).

Jean Fair:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Rue Ordener, Rue Labat (Stages) or maybe others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desireto read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those publications are
helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Rue Ordener,
Rue Labat (Stages) to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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