Stealth Fighter: A Year in the Life of an F-117
Pilot

By Lt. Col. William B. O'Connor USAF (ret.)

Read Online ©

Stealth Fighter: A Year in theLifeof an F-117 Pilot By Lt. Col. William B.
O'Connor USAF (ret.)

The F-117 Stealth Nighthawk was a truly groundbreaking aircraft when
introduced in the early 1980s. The strange shape of the jet, all flat panels and
angles, rendered the aircraft nearly invisible to radar. This highly classified
program wasn'’t acknowledged publicly by the U.S. Air Force until 1988. The
Nighthawk was retired in 2008 after twenty-five years of service, including
bombing missions over Panama, Irag during both Gulf Wars, andY ugoslavia
during the Kosovo war.

Brad O’ Connor flew the Nighthawk during the NATO bombing campaign over
Kosovo in 1999. His first-person experience puts the reader in the cockpit of this
revolutionary combat aircraft. From his F-117 assignment through training,
deployment, mission planning, and combat flights, O’ Connor relates the day-to-
day life of apilot in the world' sfirst stealth fighter.
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Editorial Review
Review
"For a personal account of flying the F-117, you'll need O'Connor's book." - Air & Space Smithsonian

From the Inside Flap

Stealth fighter. Nighthawk. The Black Jet. Each name for the F-117 is ominous and the feeling isintensified
by its strange futuristic appearance, all flat surfaces and sharp edges. Those odd angles scatter radar waves to
effectively render the aircraft undetectable. All other design considerations came second to radar invisibility,
even aerodynamics. As aresult, the F-117 iswildly unstable; four separate computer systems continuously
monitor and adjust its flight path to keep it from tumbling out of control. What fighter pilot wouldn’'t want to
fly such amachine into awar zone?

Lt. Col. William B. O’ Connor, USAF (ret.), began his F-117 training in May 1998 and Stealth Fighter
focuses on the following year of hislife as he completes his training and enters combat when continuing
turmoil in the former republics of Yugodavialeadsto a NATO bombing campaign. Some thirty-seven-
thousand sorties were flown over Y ugoslavia during the Kosovo War with only two jet losses. But a pilot
was two and a half times more likely to have been shot at with surface-to-air missiles during Kosovo than
pilots over Iragq in Desert Storm.

O’ Connoar, afighter pilot who had often felt left out of the fight earlier in his career, earned a Distinguished
Flying Crossfor his service in the Kosovo War. The citation reads, in part, “On [14 April 1999], Colonel

O’ Connor executed one of severa coordinated strike missions deep into the heart of the Serbian integrated
air defense system. With complete disregard for his personal safety, Colonel O’ Connor prosecuted his attack
and braved a barrage of surface-to-air missile launches and anti-aircraft artillery fire. . . resulting in the
precision-guided weapon destroying the target. Colonel O'Connor's flawless aerial skill and coolness under
pressure while attacking a key Serbian military facility directly contributed to the historic success of the
Operation Allied Force air campaign.”

Sealth Fighter is an engaging look into the culture of those who fly high-tech fighters and bombers and an
exciting personal account of the pinnacle of one pilot’s career in the cockpit.

From the Back Cover

As | watch the moving map display in my cockpit, the small white symbol representing my jet crosses the
northern border of Serbia. . . . Thisisit. I’ ve just violated a sovereign national border with the intent, and
my government’ s authorization, to commit acts of war. | also accept that my opposition, in the course of their
duty to protect their homeland, is fully entitled to try to kill mein return. Finally, | can relax.

Lt. Col. William B. O’ Connor, USAF (ret.), flew the F-117 stealth fighter during the Kosovo War
(1998-1999). Although nearly undetectable by radar, the “Black Jet,” asit was called by its pilots, was as
visible to the naked eye as any aircraft and had to be flown after dark to truly disappear. Flying by
instruments at 20,000 feet in the dead of night, with nearly no light in the cockpit, the brightest objects were



the surface-to-air missiles rocketing upward from the enemy’ s defensive positions. In Stealth Fighter, the
first book-length pilot’s account of flying the Nighthawk in awar zone, O’ Connor puts the reader in the
cockpit during the action that earned him a Distinguished Flying Cross citation.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michelle Han:

The book Stealth Fighter: A Year inthe Life of an F-117 Pilot can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Stealth
Fighter: A Year inthe Life of an F-117 Pilot? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But
one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share
all of these. Book Stealth Fighter: A Year inthe Life of an F-117 Pilot has simple shape but you know: it has
great and massive function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So
itisvery wonderful.

Belinda Tenney:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Stealth Fighter: A Year in the Life of an F-117 Pilot book is readable
simply by you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer associated with Stealth Fighter: A Year in the Life of an F-117 Pilot content conveys thinking easily to
understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different in the form of it. So, do you even now thinking Stealth Fighter: A Year in the Life of an F-117
Pilot is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Bennie Gale:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Stealth Fighter: A Year in the Life of an F-
117 Pilot reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Stealth Fighter:
A Year inthe Life of an F-117 Pilot as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. Thisis
one e-book that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense
to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to
yet another sixth sense.

Larisa Nagle:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt this
when they get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose the book Stealth Fighter: A Year inthe Life of an F-



117 Pilot to make your own reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading talent is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea
about book and reading through especialy. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to start abook and read it.
Beside that the guide Stealth Fighter: A Year in the Life of an F-117 Pilot can to be a newly purchased friend
when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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