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In this book, David Farber grounds our understanding of the extraordinary
history of the 1960s by linking the events of that erato our country's grand
projects of previous decades. Farber'simportant study, based on years of research
in archives and oral histories aswell asin historical literature, explores Vietnam,
the Civil Rights Act, the War on Poverty, the entertainment business, the drug
culture, and much more.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Farber ( Chicago '68 ) writes that "with President Kennedy's death, Americans confronted a grim reality: not
al of America's possihilities were good." Following the country's unprecedented prosperity and world
influence after WW 11, the '60s were marked by emerging violence and discontent--the Watts riots, brutal
political killings--the fearsome responses to shattered hopes. Farber sketches an arresting picture of a
national midlife crisis recorded and disseminated in part by an infectious TV culture that, for the first time,
provided the majority of Americans with their news, and hit an unlikely nerve with the ever popular story of
apoor family making good-- The Beverly Hillbillies . Beatniks, Beatles, Timothy Leary and marijuana busts
shared prime time with Vietnam, Mario Salvio's Free Speech movement, Black Power and the landmark
Civil Rights Act (Lyndon Johnson reportedly said to segregationist Sen. Richard Russell, "get out of my
way. I'm going to run over you"). The great dreams of the '60s, like Johnson's Great Society, collided with
the explosive readlities. With deft overview, Farber explores the many intertwined movements, including
Kennedy's strident anti-communist election campaign that later contributed to his committing combat troops
in Vietnam. Although the complex arts and letters get short shrift in favor of pop culture, and a sense of
pastiche isinevitable, readers who lived through the '60s--or wish they did--will relish this work.

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

In this reasoned and readable survey of the momentous social and political events of the 1960s, historian
Farber sympathetically looks at this period without rose-colored glasses, critically analyzing it without
assigning blame. He treats the decade as a critical period of change--of creativity and chaos--that grew out of
an increasingly consumer-oriented post-World War 11, society reaching out to absorb all Americans. The
civil rights revolution, the Vietnam War, the urban riots, the rise of rock music, the decade's rise and fall of
the Great Society, and the assassinations are all woven together masterfully in a historical narrative that
successfully communicates the erd's zeitgeist. Especially interesting is Farber's final chapter explaning how
the 1970s and the beginning of the Reagan era evolved from the burned-out fragments of the 1960s. A
synthesis of late 20th-century American political and social history against which future books on the decade
will be measured.

- Jack Forman, Mesa Call. Lib., San Diego

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Farber'simpressive overview of the U.S. in the 1960s represents a significant contribution to the scholarly
analysis of an ever-intriguing decade. The author places the 1960sin proper historical context, defining that
turbulent era as the logical extension and culmination of an earlier epoch that encompassed the Great
Depression, World War 11, and the postwar prosperity boom. Asthe U.S. attempted to adjust to an
increasingly international role as aglobal superpower, the evolution of an extremely complex, consumer-
oriented economy, and the emergence of a much stronger, more centralized federal government, an explosive
political and cultural reaction proved to be all but inevitable. The domestic tensions and contradictions that
were the natural by-product of that struggle generated a wave of social unrest that produced both the triumph
and the tragedy of this paradoxical juncture in history. Aninsightful social chronicle. Margaret Flanagan
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Gloria Taylor:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They arerealy
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you should have this The Age of Great Dreams. Americain the 1960s (American Century Series).

Jimmy Stone:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y ep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
awalk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled The Age of Great
Dreams. Americain the 1960s (American Century Series)? Maybe it isto be best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree
with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Molly Salazar:

This The Age of Great Dreams: Americain the 1960s (American Century Series) book isjust not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read alot of
information you will get. That The Age of Great Dreams: Americain the 1960s (American Century Series)
without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry The Age of Great Dreams: Americain the 1960s (American Century Series) can
bring whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves come to be full because you can
haveit in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Age of Great Dreams: Americain the 1960s (American
Century Series) having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested
in reading.

Francis L opez:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short period of timeto read it because thistime you only find guide that need
more time to be examine. The Age of Great Dreams. Americain the 1960s (American Century Series) can be
your answer asit can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.
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