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What does it mean to speak of a"canon" of scripture? How, when, and where did
the canon of the Hebrew Bible come into existence? Why doesiit have three
divisions? What canon was in use among the Jews of the Hellenistic diaspora? At
Qumran? In Roman Palestine? Among the rabbis? What Bible did Jesus and his
disciples know and use? How was the New Testament canon formed and closed?
What role was played by Marcion? By gnostics? By the church fathers? What did
the early church make of the apocrypha and pseudepigrapha? By what criteria
have questions of canonicity been decided? Are these past decisions still
meaningful faith communities today? Are they open to revision?

These and other debated questions are addressed by an international roster of
outstanding experts on early Judaism and early Christianity, writing from diverse
affiliations and perspectives, who present the history of discussion and offer their
own assessments of the current status.

Contributors

William Adler, Peter Balla, John Barton, Joseph Blenkinsopp, Frangois Bovon,
Kent D. Clarke, Philip R. Davies, James D. G. Dunn, Eldon Jay Epp, Craig A.
Evans, William R. Farmer, Everett Ferguson, Robert W. Funk, Harry Y. Gamble,
Geoffrey M. Hahneman, Daniel J. Harrington, Everett R. Kalin, Robert A. Kraft,
Jack P. Lewis, Jack N. Lightstone, Steve Mason, Lee M. McDonald, Pheme
Perkins, James A. Sanders, Daryl D. Schmidt, Albert C. Sundberg Jr., Emanuel
Tov, Julio Trebolle-Barrera, Eugene Ulrich, James C. VanderKam, Robert W.
wall.
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What does it mean to speak of a"canon™ of scripture? How, when, and where did the canon of the Hebrew
Bible come into existence? Why does it have three divisions? What canon was in use among the Jews of the
Hellenistic diaspora? At Qumran? In Roman Palestine? Among the rabbis? What Bible did Jesus and his
disciples know and use? How was the New Testament canon formed and closed? What role was played by
Marcion? By gnostics? By the church fathers? What did the early church make of the apocryphaand
pseudepigrapha? By what criteria have questions of canonicity been decided? Are these past decisions still
meaningful faith communities today? Are they open to revision?

These and other debated questions are addressed by an international roster of outstanding experts on early
Judaism and early Christianity, writing from diverse affiliations and perspectives, who present the history of
discussion and offer their own assessments of the current status.

Contributors
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Editorial Review

Review
". .. the book considerably advances our knowledge of the process of canonization of Scripture.” --
Theological Studies

". .. the volume contains a wealth of information on every important topic of canon debate. It should get
good attention." -- Calvin Theological Journal

"Hendrickson is to be thanked for producing this attractive volume." -- International Review of Biblical
Sudies

"This collection of essaysis a state-of-the-art articulation of issues related to the canon.” -- Christian Century

"Thisisan important dossier on the canon of the Bible." -- Theoforum

About the Author

Lee Martin McDonald was professor of New Testament studies and president of Acadia Divinity Collegein
Nova Scotia, Canada (now retired). He is a so the author of The Biblical Canon and coauthor of Early
Christianity and Its Sacred Literature.

James A. Sandersis professor of religion and president of the Ancient Biblical Manuscript Center for
Preservation and Research at Claremont Graduate University in California.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Johnnie McCormick:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled The Canon Debate. Try to the actual book The Canon Debate as
your pal. It meansthat it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than in the past. Yeah, it isvery fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So, let's make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Carroll Boggess:

This The Canon Debate book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit
you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper you actually read alot of information you will get. This particular The
Canon Debate without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't become worry The Canon Debate can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The



Canon Debate having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Keéllie Stephens:

Now aday those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each datathey get. How alot more to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Canon Debate book because
book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Sheila Callins:

Reading a book can be one of alot of exercise that everyonein the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you alot
of new info. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone
more imaginative. When you reading a book especialy tale fantasy book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this The Canon Debate, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Y our
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.
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