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This collection of parables written by Issai Chozanshi, an eighteenth-century
samurai, is a classic of martial arts literature. The tales are concerned with
themes such as perception of conflict, self-transformation, the cultivation of chi
(life energy), and understanding yin and yang. These parables seem light and
fanciful, but they offer the reader valuable lessons on the fundamental principles
of the martial arts. This version, translated by William Scott Wilson, is the first
direct translation from the original into English and he captures the tone and
essence of the text while also making it accessible and meaningful for a
contemporary audience.

The "demon" in the title story refers to the mythical tengu, who guard the secrets
of swordsmanship. A swordsman travels to Tengu Mountain and in a series of
conversations he learns about mushin (no-mind), strategy, the transformation of
chi, and how the path of the sword leads to the understanding of life itself. Some
of the fables in the collection--such as "The Mysterious Technique of the
Cat"—are iconic.

Chozanshi's deep understanding of Taoism, Buddhism, Confucianism, and
Shinto, as well as his insight into the central role of chi in the universe, are
succinctly explained in William Scott Wilson's fine introduction and extensive
endnotes. This is essential reading for anyone who wants to truly understand the
philosophical underpinnings of martial arts, and how these principles relate to our
existence.
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This collection of parables written by Issai Chozanshi, an eighteenth-century samurai, is a classic of martial
arts literature. The tales are concerned with themes such as perception of conflict, self-transformation, the
cultivation of chi (life energy), and understanding yin and yang. These parables seem light and fanciful, but
they offer the reader valuable lessons on the fundamental principles of the martial arts. This version,
translated by William Scott Wilson, is the first direct translation from the original into English and he
captures the tone and essence of the text while also making it accessible and meaningful for a contemporary
audience.

The "demon" in the title story refers to the mythical tengu, who guard the secrets of swordsmanship. A
swordsman travels to Tengu Mountain and in a series of conversations he learns about mushin (no-mind),
strategy, the transformation of chi, and how the path of the sword leads to the understanding of life itself.
Some of the fables in the collection--such as "The Mysterious Technique of the Cat"—are iconic.

Chozanshi's deep understanding of Taoism, Buddhism, Confucianism, and Shinto, as well as his insight into
the central role of chi in the universe, are succinctly explained in William Scott Wilson's fine introduction
and extensive endnotes. This is essential reading for anyone who wants to truly understand the philosophical
underpinnings of martial arts, and how these principles relate to our existence.
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Editorial Review

Review
“This poetic book immediately stands out as the best of Sean Michael Wilson's three graphic novel
adaptations of classical works of Japanese philosophy. As a book of philosophy, it’s fascinating; a dreamlike
exploration of consciousness, life, and death. Michiru Morikawa's artwork is the perfect match for the text,
her eerie, detailed illustrations—especially the lovely renderings of various animals—perfectly fitting the
poetic feel. Recommended.”—Jason Thompson, Otaku USA magazine

“Wilson and Morikawa capture all the wisdom and beauty of these original texts and enhance them with the
visual vitality and playful charms of modern manga. Their faithful retellings of these allegorical fables and
philosophical reflections prove how timeless and rewarding they truly are.”—Paul Gravett, editor of 1001
Comics You Must Read before You Die

About the Author
Sean Michael Wilson is a comic book writer who lives in Japan. He has had more than a dozen books
published by a variety of US, UK, and Japanese publishers, and he often works with Japanese and Chinese
artists on manga-style books, such as Hagakure and Yakuza Moon.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mollie Walker:

The book The Demon's Sermon on the Martial Arts: A Graphic Novel make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book The Demon's
Sermon on the Martial Arts: A Graphic Novel to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like
add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you
like open up and read a publication The Demon's Sermon on the Martial Arts: A Graphic Novel. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Cody Smith:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept The Demon's
Sermon on the Martial Arts: A Graphic Novel suitable to you? The particular book was written by well
known writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Demon's Sermon on the Martial Arts: A Graphic
Novelis the one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The
author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of
this book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world in this book.



Brenda Evans:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Demon's Sermon on the Martial Arts:
A Graphic Novel guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas
and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt The Demon's Sermon on the
Martial Arts: A Graphic Novel as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one
book that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one
more sixth sense.

Pedro Dillon:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as of
book The Demon's Sermon on the Martial Arts: A Graphic Novel. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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