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Essays on Beauvoir’s influences, contemporary engagements, and legacy in the
philosophical tradition.

Despite a deep familiarity with the philosophical tradition and despite the
groundbreaking influence of her own work, Simone de Beauvoir never embraced
the idea of herself as a philosopher. Her legacy is similarly complicated. She is
acclaimed as a revolutionary thinker on issues of gender, age, and oppression, but
although much has been written weighing the influence she and Jean-Paul Sartre
had on one another, the extent and sophistication of her engagement with the
Western tradition broadly goes mostly unnoticed. This volume turns the spotlight
on exactly that, examining Beauvoir’s dialogue with her influences and
contemporaries, as well as her impact on later thinkers—concluding with an
autobiographical essay by bell hooks discussing the influence of Beauvoir’s
philosophy and life on her own work and career. These innovative essays both
broaden our understanding of Beauvoir and suggest new ways of understanding
canonical figures through the lens of her work.

“This book will correct missteps in Beauvoir’s interpretation, especially with
respect to her relation to phenomenologists. The chief strength of the volume,
though, is that most of the contributors do not restrict themselves to addressing
the question of influence, but rather venture to analyze and assess the
philosophical proposals found both in Beauvoir’s work and in the work of the
other philosophers treated in this volume.” — Mary Beth Mader, author of
Sleights of Reason: Norm, Bisexuality, Development
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Despite a deep familiarity with the philosophical tradition and despite the groundbreaking influence of her
own work, Simone de Beauvoir never embraced the idea of herself as a philosopher. Her legacy is similarly
complicated. She is acclaimed as a revolutionary thinker on issues of gender, age, and oppression, but
although much has been written weighing the influence she and Jean-Paul Sartre had on one another, the
extent and sophistication of her engagement with the Western tradition broadly goes mostly unnoticed. This
volume turns the spotlight on exactly that, examining Beauvoir’s dialogue with her influences and
contemporaries, as well as her impact on later thinkers—concluding with an autobiographical essay by bell
hooks discussing the influence of Beauvoir’s philosophy and life on her own work and career. These
innovative essays both broaden our understanding of Beauvoir and suggest new ways of understanding
canonical figures through the lens of her work.

“This book will correct missteps in Beauvoir’s interpretation, especially with respect to her relation to
phenomenologists. The chief strength of the volume, though, is that most of the contributors do not restrict
themselves to addressing the question of influence, but rather venture to analyze and assess the philosophical
proposals found both in Beauvoir’s work and in the work of the other philosophers treated in this volume.”
— Mary Beth Mader, author of Sleights of Reason: Norm, Bisexuality, Development
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Editorial Review

Review
This book will correct missteps in Beauvoir s interpretation, especially with respect to her relation to
phenomenologists. The chief strength of the volume, though, is that most of the contributors do not restrict
themselves to addressing the question of influence, but rather venture to analyze and assess the philosophical
proposals found both in Beauvoir s work and in the work of the other philosophers treated in this volume.
Mary Beth Mader, author of Sleights of Reason: Norm, Bisexuality, Development

This is an excellent addition to modern-day philosophical thought. "Portland Book Review"

This book will correct missteps in Beauvoir s interpretation, especially with respect to her relation to
phenomenologists. The chief strength of the volume, though, is that most of the contributors do not restrict
themselves to addressing the question of influence, but rather venture to analyze and assess the philosophical
proposals found both in Beauvoir s work and in the work of the other philosophers treated in this volume.
Mary Beth Mader, author of "Sleights of Reason: Norm, Bisexuality, Development""

these essays not only broaden our understanding of Beauvoir s philosophical work but also suggest new
ways in which we can approach some of the best-known philosophers through her work; the essays are not
restricted to addressing influence but further the analysis of other philosophers treated in the volume it is a
breath of fresh air in the study of Beauvoir s thought. Marx and Philosophy Review of Books
This is an excellent addition to modern-day philosophical thought. Portland Book Review
This book will correct missteps in Beauvoir s interpretation, especially with respect to her relation to
phenomenologists. The chief strength of the volume, though, is that most of the contributors do not restrict
themselves to addressing the question of influence, but rather venture to analyze and assess the philosophical
proposals found both in Beauvoir s work and in the work of the other philosophers treated in this volume.
Mary Beth Mader, author of Sleights of Reason: Norm, Bisexuality, Development"

..".these essays not only broaden our understanding of Beauvoir's philosophical work but also suggest new
ways in which we can approach some of the best-known philosophers through her work; the essays are not
restricted to addressing influence but further the analysis of other philosophers treated in the volume ... it is a
breath of fresh air in the study of Beauvoir's thought." -- Marx and Philosophy Review of Books
"This is an excellent addition to modern-day philosophical thought." -- Portland Book Review
"This book will correct missteps in Beauvoir's interpretation, especially with respect to her relation to
phenomenologists. The chief strength of the volume, though, is that most of the contributors do not restrict
themselves to addressing the question of influence, but rather venture to analyze and assess the philosophical
proposals found both in Beauvoir's work and in the work of the other philosophers treated in this volume." --
Mary Beth Mader, author of Sleights of Reason: Norm, Bisexuality, Development
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roberta Petty:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Beauvoir and Western Thought from Plato to Butler.

Anna Elam:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly
feel happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Beauvoir and
Western Thought from Plato to Butler is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Robert Lee:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Beauvoir and
Western Thought from Plato to Butler suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in
this era. Often the book untitled Beauvoir and Western Thought from Plato to Butleris the main of several
books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world.
When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This
book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of
the world on this book.

Jeffrey Garner:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. That Beauvoir and Western Thought from Plato to Butler can
give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Beauvoir and Western Thought from
Plato to Butler.
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