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In the tragic recent history of Cambodia—a past scarred by a long occupation by
Vietnamese forces and by the preceding three-year reign of terror by the brutal
Khmer Rouge—no figure looms larger or more ominously than that of Pol Pot.
As secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Kampuchea
(CPK) since 1962 and as prime minister of Democratic Kampuchea (DK), he has
been widely blamed for trying to destroy Cambodian society. By implementing
policies whose effects were genocidal, he oversaw the deaths of more than one
million of his nation's people.The political career of Saloth Sar, better known by
his nom de guerre Pol Pot, forms a critical but largely inaccessible portion of
twentieth-century Cambodian history. What we know about his life is sketchy: a
comfortable childhood, three years of study in France, and a short career as a
schoolteacher preceded several years—spent mostly in hiding—as a guerrilla and
the commander of the victorious army in Cambodia's civil war. His career
reached a climax when he and his associates, coming to power, attempted to
transform their country along lines more radical than any attempted by a modern
regime. Driven into hiding in 1979 by invading Vietnamese forces, Pol Pot
maintained his leadership of a Khmer Rouge guerrilla army in exile, remaining a
power and a threat.In this political biography, David P. Chandler throws light on
the shadowy figure of Pol Pot. Basing his study on interviews and on a wide
range of sources in English, Cambodian, and French, the author illuminates the
ideas and behavior of this enigmatic man and his entourage against the
background of post–World War II events, providing a key to understanding this
horrific, pivotal period of Cambodian history. In this revised edition, Chandler
provides new information on the state of Cambodia and the Khmer Rouge
following the death of Pol Pot in 1997.
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In the tragic recent history of Cambodia—a past scarred by a long occupation by Vietnamese forces and by
the preceding three-year reign of terror by the brutal Khmer Rouge—no figure looms larger or more
ominously than that of Pol Pot. As secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
Kampuchea (CPK) since 1962 and as prime minister of Democratic Kampuchea (DK), he has been widely
blamed for trying to destroy Cambodian society. By implementing policies whose effects were genocidal, he
oversaw the deaths of more than one million of his nation's people.The political career of Saloth Sar, better
known by his nom de guerre Pol Pot, forms a critical but largely inaccessible portion of twentieth-century
Cambodian history. What we know about his life is sketchy: a comfortable childhood, three years of study in
France, and a short career as a schoolteacher preceded several years—spent mostly in hiding—as a guerrilla
and the commander of the victorious army in Cambodia's civil war. His career reached a climax when he and
his associates, coming to power, attempted to transform their country along lines more radical than any
attempted by a modern regime. Driven into hiding in 1979 by invading Vietnamese forces, Pol Pot
maintained his leadership of a Khmer Rouge guerrilla army in exile, remaining a power and a threat.In this
political biography, David P. Chandler throws light on the shadowy figure of Pol Pot. Basing his study on
interviews and on a wide range of sources in English, Cambodian, and French, the author illuminates the
ideas and behavior of this enigmatic man and his entourage against the background of post–World War II
events, providing a key to understanding this horrific, pivotal period of Cambodian history. In this revised
edition, Chandler provides new information on the state of Cambodia and the Khmer Rouge following the
death of Pol Pot in 1997.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

David Chandler, an emeritus professor of history at Monash University in Australia, is currently an adjunct
Professor of Asian Studies at Georgetown University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frank Miller:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Brother Number One: A Political
Biography Of Pol Pot is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Arnold Grigg:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside park. They
actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your free time/ holiday?
Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll
ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the e-
book untitled Brother Number One: A Political Biography Of Pol Pot can be fine book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

Anthony Russell:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Brother Number One: A Political Biography Of
Pol Pot or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel
wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book
likes Brother Number One: A Political Biography Of Pol Pot to make your spare time more colorful. Many
types of book like this.



Rosa Felton:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Brother Number One: A Political
Biography Of Pol Pot to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it
and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like
to start a book and study it. Beside that the reserve Brother Number One: A Political Biography Of Pol Pot
can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing
of these time.
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