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One of the largest and most complex human services systems in Western nations
has evolved to address the needs of people with developmental disabilities. In the
U.S., for example, school budgets are stretched thin by legally mandated special
education, and billions of Medicaid dollars annually are consumed by residential
and professional services to this population.

The temptation of a quick fix is strong. Many parents desperately seek the latest
ideas and place pressure on program administrators, who often are not trained to
think critically about the evidence base for intervention efforts. The problems of
people with developmental disabilities have historically been targeted by a wide
range of professionals who rely on clinical experience and intuition and do not
submit their claims to the tests of scientific research. Professional entrepreneurs
have energetically promoted their treatments to a public perhaps too trustful of
those with credentials.

Thus, families and their children are buffeted by reforms founded on belief and
ideologically driven management. Services fluctuate with the currents of social
movements and rapidly shifting philosophies of care as policymakers and
providers strive for increased responsiveness and individualization. These forces
affect not only where and how, but how well people are served. Too often,
services are less effective than they could be, or worse, damaging to personal
growth and quality of life. Many treatments are based on poorly understood or
even disproven approaches.

What approaches to early intervention, education, therapy, and remediation really
help those with mental retardation and developmental disabilities improve their
functioning and adaptation? And what approaches represent wastes of time,
effort, and resources?

This book brings together leading behavioral scientists and practitioners to focus
light on the major controversies surrounding these questions. The authors review
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the origins, perpetuation, and resistance to scrutiny of questionable practices, and
offer a clear rationale for appraising the quality of services.

In an era of increasing accountability, no one with a professional stake in services
to individuals with mental retardation and developmental disabilities can afford
not to read this book.
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One of the largest and most complex human services systems in Western nations has evolved to address the
needs of people with developmental disabilities. In the U.S., for example, school budgets are stretched thin
by legally mandated special education, and billions of Medicaid dollars annually are consumed by residential
and professional services to this population.

The temptation of a quick fix is strong. Many parents desperately seek the latest ideas and place pressure on
program administrators, who often are not trained to think critically about the evidence base for intervention
efforts. The problems of people with developmental disabilities have historically been targeted by a wide
range of professionals who rely on clinical experience and intuition and do not submit their claims to the
tests of scientific research. Professional entrepreneurs have energetically promoted their treatments to a
public perhaps too trustful of those with credentials.

Thus, families and their children are buffeted by reforms founded on belief and ideologically driven
management. Services fluctuate with the currents of social movements and rapidly shifting philosophies of
care as policymakers and providers strive for increased responsiveness and individualization. These forces
affect not only where and how, but how well people are served. Too often, services are less effective than
they could be, or worse, damaging to personal growth and quality of life. Many treatments are based on
poorly understood or even disproven approaches.

What approaches to early intervention, education, therapy, and remediation really help those with mental
retardation and developmental disabilities improve their functioning and adaptation? And what approaches
represent wastes of time, effort, and resources?

This book brings together leading behavioral scientists and practitioners to focus light on the major
controversies surrounding these questions. The authors review the origins, perpetuation, and resistance to
scrutiny of questionable practices, and offer a clear rationale for appraising the quality of services.

In an era of increasing accountability, no one with a professional stake in services to individuals with mental
retardation and developmental disabilities can afford not to read this book.
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Editorial Review

Review

The critical analysis in this volume is astute, accessible, and valuable. Recommended.

—CHOICE

In this important new book, Drs. Jacobson, Foxx, and Mulick have provided a valuable resource for parents
and professionals seeking to understand what constitutes effective intervention for various developmental
disabilities, including autism. Chapter selections are characterized by consistently high standards of
research and scholarship--yet, unlike many other academic treatises, most of the contributions here are
written in a clear, accessible style. This collection offers both the professional and the lay reader a wealth of
information about current fads and controversies in developmental disabilities. More importantly, the work
offers insights into the genesis of such fads, and an intensive education in how to make science-based
treatment decisions in the face of competing claims.
—Catherine Maurice, Ph.D.
Author, Let Me Hear Your Voice, a Family's Triumph over Autism (1993 Knopf)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anna Maday:

In other case, little persons like to read book Controversial Therapies for Developmental Disabilities: Fad,
Fashion, and Science in Professional Practice. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book.
So long as we know about how is important any book Controversial Therapies for Developmental
Disabilities: Fad, Fashion, and Science in Professional Practice. You can add understanding and of course
you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful
thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It
is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Albert Chesson:

The book untitled Controversial Therapies for Developmental Disabilities: Fad, Fashion, and Science in
Professional Practice contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy
technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to
read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary
works. You can actually read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read
the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their
official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.



Sharon Hafer:

This Controversial Therapies for Developmental Disabilities: Fad, Fashion, and Science in Professional
Practice is new way for you who has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated
with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of
digest in reading this Controversial Therapies for Developmental Disabilities: Fad, Fashion, and Science in
Professional Practice can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of
book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by
anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better
life along with knowledge.

Timothy Kahle:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Controversial Therapies for Developmental
Disabilities: Fad, Fashion, and Science in Professional Practice was multi-colored and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book Controversial Therapies for Developmental Disabilities: Fad, Fashion, and
Science in Professional Practice has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book in your case and try to like reading this.
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