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Thisinnovative new book is overtly and explicitly about female agency in
eighteenth-century European towns. However, it positions female activity and
decisions unequivocally in an urban world of institutions, laws, regulations,
customs and ideologies. Gender politics complicated and shaped the day-to-day
experiences of working women. Town rules and customs, as well as police and
guilds’ regulations, affected women'’s participation in the urban economy: most
of the time, the formally recognized and legally accepted power of women —
which isan essentia component of female agency —was very limited. Y et these
chapters draw attention to how women navigated these gendered terrains. Asthe
book demonstrates, "exclusion” is too strong aword for the realities and
pragmatism of women'’s everyday lives. Frequently guild and corporate

regul ations were more about situating women and regulating their activities,
rather than preventing them from operating in the urban economy. Similarly
corporate structures, which were under stress, found flexible strategies to
incorporate women who through their own initiative and activities put pressure
on the systems. Women could benefit from the contradictions between moral and
socia unwritten norms and economic regulations, and could take advantage of
the tolerance or complicity of urban authorities towardsillicit practices. Women
with a grasp of their rights and privileges could defend themselves and exploit
legal systems with its loopholes and contradictions to achieve economic
independence and power.
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Thisinnovative new book is overtly and explicitly about female agency in eighteenth-century European
towns. However, it positions female activity and decisions unequivocally in an urban world of institutions,
laws, regulations, customs and ideol ogies. Gender politics complicated and shaped the day-to-day
experiences of working women. Town rules and customs, as well as police and guilds' regulations, affected
women’ s participation in the urban economy: most of the time, the formally recognized and legally accepted
power of women —which is an essential component of female agency —was very limited. Y et these chapters
draw attention to how women navigated these gendered terrains. Asthe book demonstrates, "exclusion” is
too strong aword for the realities and pragmatism of women'’s everyday lives. Frequently guild and
corporate regulations were more about situating women and regulating their activities, rather than preventing
them from operating in the urban economy. Similarly corporate structures, which were under stress, found
flexible strategies to incorporate women who through their own initiative and activities put pressure on the
systems. Women could benefit from the contradictions between moral and socia unwritten norms and
economic regulations, and could take advantage of the tolerance or complicity of urban authorities towards
illicit practices. Women with agrasp of their rights and privileges could defend themselves and exploit legal
systems with its loopholes and contradictions to achieve economic independence and power.
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Editorial Review
Review

‘This collection broadens our knowledge about women in 18™-century towns by extending the
geographic focusto Scandinavia and central Europe. The contributor s examine women’s experiences
and contributionsto a variety of urban settings and provide insight into women’sroles as financial
brokers, peddlers, migrants, medical consumers, and landholders. The essays put gender squarely at
the center of the development of European towns.” — Amy Froide, University of Maryland Baltimore
County, USA

'Thisbook demandsthat we rethink our tendency to categorise, demonstrating dextr ously that to do
so limitsour ability to read the experiences and agency of oft overlooked individuals engaged in the
urban economy...In itsemphasis on diver sity of experience and insistencethat agency isafluid and
multifaceted construct, this collection successfully establishesthe need for gender to be both amore
prominent and better integrated dynamicin our interpretation of the past.' - Nathan Booth, University
of Manchester, UK

About the Author

Deborah Simonton is Associate Professor in History, University of Southern Denmark and leads the Gender
in the European Town Network.

Anne Montenach is an Associate Professor of Early Modern History at the Aix-Marseille University.
Users Review

From reader reviews:

Emil Townsend:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Female Agency in
the Urban Economy: Gender in European Towns, 1640-1830 suitable to you? The book was written by
renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled Female Agency in the Urban Economy: Gender in
European Towns, 1640-1830is a single of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired alot of peoplein the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever
know prior to. The author explained their ideain the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this book. This book will give you alots of information about this world now. To help
you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Omar Hinojosa:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic



within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fedl it? Would you like to something different
tofill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the e-book untitled Female Agency in the Urban Economy: Gender in European
Towns, 1640-1830 can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Susan Dixon:

That book can make you to fed relax. This book Female Agency in the Urban Economy: Gender in
European Towns, 1640-1830 was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Female
Agency in the Urban Economy: Gender in European Towns, 1640-1830 has many kinds or style. Start from
kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. So, not at al of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun
and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.

Zandra Woods:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book iswritten or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the Female Agency in the Urban Economy: Gender in European Towns, 1640-1830 when
you required it?
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