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First published in 1994 to a storm of controversy, Thanassis Valtinos’s probing
novel Orthokostá defied standard interpretations of the Greek Civil War.
Through the documentary-style testimonies of multiple narrators, among them
the previously unheard voices of right-wing collaborationists, Valtinos provides a
powerful, nuanced interpretation of events during the later years of Nazi
occupation and the early stages of the nation’s Civil War. His fictionalized
chronicle gives participants, victims, and innocent bystanders equal opportunity
to bear witness to such events as the burning of Valtinos’s home village, the
detention and execution of combatants and civilians in the monastery of
Orthokostá, and the revenge killings that ensued.
 
As a transforming work of literature, this book redefined established methods of
fiction; as a work of revisionist history, it changed the way Greece understands
its own past. Now, through this masterful translation of Orthokostá, English-
language readers have full access to the tremendous vitality of Valtinos’s work
and to the divisive Civil War experiences that continue to echo in Greek politics
and events today.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The confusions and contradictions of the story mirror to perfection the confusions and contradictions of
civil war.”—Thomas Michael Duncan, Words Without Borders
(Thomas Michael Duncan Words Without Borders)

“This chilling, arresting novel . . . complicates the once-proud legacy of Greek resistance to Nazi
occupation.”—Publishers Weekly
(Publishers Weekly)

About the Author

Thanassis Valtinos was born in the Peloponnese, in southern Greece. He has established himself as one of
the country’s most innovative writers, revered and imitated by many. Jane Assimakopoulos is an American-
born translator living in Greece. She is currently a translation editor working on a series of books by Philip
Roth. She lives in Greece. Stavros Deligiorgis is a University of Iowa professor emeritus in English and
Comparative Literature. He is the author of books and articles on literary theory and translation. Stathis N.
Kalyvas is Arnold Wolfers Professor of Political Science at Yale. He is the author of, among other
books, Modern Greece: What Everyone Needs to Know, The Logic of Violence in Civil War, and The Rise of
Christian Democracy in Europe.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Heather Jones:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important normally. The book Orthokostá: A Novel (The Margellos World
Republic of Letters) seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Orthokostá: A Novel (The Margellos World
Republic of Letters) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together
with the book Orthokostá: A Novel (The Margellos World Republic of Letters). You never truly feel lose out
for everything if you read some books.

Diana Elliott:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Orthokostá: A Novel (The Margellos
World Republic of Letters), you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it?



What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come
on its named reading friends.

Timothy Brown:

This Orthokostá: A Novel (The Margellos World Republic of Letters) is great publication for you because
the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can point
out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Orthokostá: A Novel (The Margellos World Republic of Letters) in your hand
like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer
you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Francisca Varney:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Orthokostá: A Novel (The Margellos World Republic of Letters) can
make you experience more interested to read.
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