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Ethnographers of religion have created a vast record of religious behavior from
small-scale non-literate societies to globally distributed religions in urban
settings. So a theory that claims to explain prominent features of ritual, myth, and
belief in all contexts everywhere causes ethnographers a skeptical pause. In
Ritual and Memory, however, a wide range of ethnographers grapple critically
with Harvey Whitehouse's theory of two divergent modes of religiosity.
Although these contributors differ in their methods, their areas of fieldwork, and
their predisposition towards Whitehouse's cognitively-based approach, they all
help evaluate and refine Whitehouse's theory and so contribute to a new
comparative approach in the anthropology of religion.
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Ethnographers of religion have created a vast record of religious behavior from small-scale non-literate
societies to globally distributed religions in urban settings. So a theory that claims to explain prominent
features of ritual, myth, and belief in all contexts everywhere causes ethnographers a skeptical pause. In
Ritual and Memory, however, a wide range of ethnographers grapple critically with Harvey Whitehouse's
theory of two divergent modes of religiosity. Although these contributors differ in their methods, their areas
of fieldwork, and their predisposition towards Whitehouse's cognitively-based approach, they all help
evaluate and refine Whitehouse's theory and so contribute to a new comparative approach in the
anthropology of religion.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Harvey Whitehouse is Professor of Anthropology and Director of Postgraduate Studies in the Faculty of
Humanities at Queen's University Belfast. A specialist in Melanesian religion, he carried out two years of
field research on a 'cargo cult' in New Britain, Papua New Guinea in the late eighties. In recent years, he has
focused his energies on the development of collaborative programmes of research on cognition and culture.
He is currently the principal grant holder of a British Academy Networks Project on 'modes of religiosity'
and in 2003 was appointed to a British Academy Research Readership. He is also co-editor, with Luther H.
Martin, of the AltaMira 'Cognitive Science of Religion Series.' His previous books include Inside the Cult:
religious innovation and transmission in Papua New Guinea (1995), Arguments and Icons: divergent modes
of religiosity, (2000), The Debated Mind: evolutionary psychology versus ethnography (2001), and Modes of
Religiosity: a cognitive theory of religious transmission (2004). James Laidlaw studied social anthropology
at King's College Cambridge, with Caroline Humphrey as supervisor for his doctoral fieldwork in western
India, between 1984 and 1990. Now University Lecturer in Social Anthropology and Fellow of King's
College, Cambridge. More recent fieldwork has been in Taiwan and Inner Mongolia. Publications include
The Archetypal Actions of Ritual (1994, with Caroline Humphrey), Riches and Renunciation (1995), and
The Essential Edmund Leach (2000, with Stephen Hugh-Jones).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sandra Murray:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Ritual and Memory: Toward a Comparative
Anthropology of Religion (Cognitive Science of Religion) book because book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably
know this.

Margaret Williams:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled Ritual and Memory: Toward a Comparative
Anthropology of Religion (Cognitive Science of Religion) can be fine book to read. May be it could be best
activity to you.



Tammy Ely:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Ritual and Memory: Toward a Comparative Anthropology
of Religion (Cognitive Science of Religion) why because the great cover that make you consider in regards
to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or
perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Barbara Saddler:

The book untitled Ritual and Memory: Toward a Comparative Anthropology of Religion (Cognitive Science
of Religion) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The
language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this.
The book was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. It is easy
to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as
order it. Have a nice read.
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