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Most people today celebrate vaccination as a great achievement, yet many
nineteenth-century Americans opposed it, so much in fact that states had to make
vaccination compulsory. In response, antivaccination societies formed all over
the United States, |obbying state legislatures and bringing lawsuits to abolish
these laws. One such lawsuit ultimately arrived at the United States Supreme
Court, which upheld the laws in alandmark decision, Jacobson v. Massachusetts
(1905). In this study, Karen Walloch examines the history of vaccine
development in the United States, the laws put in place enjoining the practice,
and the popular reaction against them. Walloch finds that at the end of the
nineteenth century Americans had good reason to fear vaccination. Vaccines
simply did not live upto claims made for their safety and effectiveness. They
induced pain, disability, and grim or even fatal infections. In this critical history
of the antivaccine movement and of Jacobson v. Massachusetts in particular,
Walloch locates the beginnings of alegacy of doubt about vaccination -- one that
affected legidation in al fifty states and is still very much aive today.

Karen Walloch is a historian who teaches at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison.
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Most people today celebrate vaccination as a great achievement, yet many nineteenth-century Americans
opposed it, so much in fact that states had to make vaccination compulsory. In response, antivaccination
societiesformed all over the United States, |obbying state legislatures and bringing lawsuits to abolish these
laws. One such lawsuit ultimately arrived at the United States Supreme Court, which upheld the lawsin a
landmark decision, Jacobson v. Massachusetts (1905). In this study, Karen Walloch examines the history of
vaccine development in the United States, the laws put in place enjoining the practice, and the popular
reaction against them. Walloch finds that at the end of the nineteenth century Americans had good reason to
fear vaccination. Vaccines simply did not live upto claims made for their safety and effectiveness. They
induced pain, disability, and grim or even fatal infections. In this critical history of the antivaccine movement
and of Jacobson v. Massachusetts in particular, Walloch locates the beginnings of alegacy of doubt about
vaccination -- one that affected legidation in all fifty states and is still very much alive today.

Karen Walloch is a historian who teaches at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
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Editorial Review

Review

One of the best history books ever written about American vaccination politics and policies, The Antivaccine
Heresy will have a significant audience among medical historians, scholars of public health, and citizens
concerned about similar issues today. Walloch's research is stunningly thorough; her interpretations
challenging, insightful, and compelling; and her stories are fascinating. This work istruly pioneering and
may well change not only the way history books are written but also the way that vaccinol ogists write about
the smallpox vaccine. -- Robert Johnston, editor of The Politics of Healing

The book is a notable contribution to the history of public health in America and the history of science at
large. Its most distinctive feature is Walloch's in-depth assessment of the antivaccinationists, who for so long
had been noted only in passing by historians of medicine. PUL SE One of the best history books ever written
about American vaccination politics and policies, The Antivaccine Heresy will have a significant audience
among medical historians, scholars of public health, and citizens concerned about similar issues today.
Walloch's research is stunningly thorough; her interpretations challenging, insightful, and compelling; and
her stories are fascinating. Thiswork istruly pioneering and may well change not only the way history books
are written but also the way that vaccinologists write about the smallpox vaccine. -- Robert Johnston, editor
of The Politics of Healing

The Antivaccine Heresy stands out among the handful of other books on the history of vaccination in the
United States in its comprehensive treatment of the subject, its coverage of the topic prior to 1900 and at the
turn of the twentieth century, and in the number and variety of resources it draws upon. It isamajor
accomplishment and a valuable, highly important contribution to the history of medicine and public health...
H-DISABILITY (H-NET REVIEWS) The book is a notable contribution to the history of public health in
America and the history of science at large. Its most distinctive feature is Walloch's in-depth assessment of
the antivaccinationists, who for so long had been noted only in passing by historians of medicine. PULSE
One of the best history books ever written about American vaccination politics and policies, The Antivaccine
Heresy will have a significant audience among medical historians, scholars of public health, and citizens
concerned about similar issues today. Walloch's research is stunningly thorough; her interpretations
challenging, insightful, and compelling; and her stories are fascinating. This work istruly pioneering and
may well change not only the way history books are written but also the way that vaccinol ogists write about
the smallpox vaccine. -- Robert Johnston, editor of The Politics of Healing

Contains awealth of information. 1SIS JOURNAL The Antivaccine Heresy stands out among the handful of
other books on the history of vaccination in the United States in its comprehensive treatment of the subject,
its coverage of the topic prior to 1900 and at the turn of the twentieth century, and in the number and variety
of resources it draws upon. It isamajor accomplishment and a valuable, highly important contribution to the
history of medicine and public hedth... H-DISABILITY (H-NET REVIEWS) The book is a notable
contribution to the history of public health in America and the history of science at large. Its most distinctive
feature is Walloch's in-depth assessment of the antivaccinationists, who for so long had been noted only in
passing by historians of medicine. PUL SE One of the best history books ever written about American
vaccination politics and palicies, The Antivaccine Heresy will have a significant audience among medical
historians, scholars of public health, and citizens concerned about similar issues today. Walloch'sresearch is
stunningly thorough; her interpretations challenging, insightful, and compelling; and her stories are



fascinating. Thiswork istruly pioneering and may well change not only the way history books are written
but also the way that vaccinol ogists write about the smallpox vaccine. -- Robert Johnston, editor of The
Politics of Healing

(An) important new book. (It) offers alucid and stimulating portrait. HISTORY Contains a wealth of
information. 1SIS JOURNAL The Antivaccine Heresy stands out among the handful of other books on the
history of vaccination in the United States in its comprehensive treatment of the subject, its coverage of the
topic prior to 1900 and at the turn of the twentieth century, and in the number and variety of resourcesit
draws upon. It is amajor accomplishment and avaluable, highly important contribution to the history of
medicine and public health... H-DISABILITY (H-NET REVIEWS) The book is a notable contribution to the
history of public health in America and the history of science at large. Its most distinctive featureis
Walloch's in-depth assessment of the antivaccinationists, who for so long had been noted only in passing by
historians of medicine. PUL SE One of the best history books ever written about American vaccination
politics and policies, The Antivaccine Heresy will have a significant audience among medical historians,
scholars of public health, and citizens concerned about similar issues today. Walloch's research is stunningly
thorough; her interpretations challenging, insightful, and compelling; and her stories are fascinating. This
work istruly pioneering and may well change not only the way history books are written but also the way
that vaccinologists write about the smallpox vaccine. -- Robert Johnston, editor of The Politics of Healing

About the Author
Karen Walloch is a historian who teaches at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kenneth Salinas:

People livein this new time of lifestyle aways try and and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is usually The Antivaccine Heresy: Jacobson v. Massachusetts and the
Troubled History of Compulsory Vaccination in the United States (Rochester Studiesin Medical History).

Sandra Brown:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Antivaccine Heresy:
Jacobson v. Massachusetts and the Troubled History of Compulsory Vaccination in the United States
(Rochester Studiesin Medical History) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading addiction al over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So, for every you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Antivaccine Heresy: Jacobson v. Massachusetts and
the Troubled History of Compulsory Vaccination in the United States (Rochester Studiesin Medica History)
become your own starter.



Floyd Brown:

This The Antivaccine Heresy: Jacobson v. Massachusetts and the Troubled History of Compulsory
Vaccination in the United States (Rochester Studiesin Medical History) is great e-book for you because the
content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can declare no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having The Antivaccine Heresy: Jacobson v. Massachusetts and the Troubled History of
Compulsory Vaccination in the United States (Rochester Studiesin Medical History) in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world in ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , thisreally is good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you till doubt which?

Elizabeth Rogers:

As ascholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
asto make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading'sinternal or
rea their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition
to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. Aswe know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Antivaccine Heresy: Jacobson v. Massachusetts and the
Troubled History of Compulsory Vaccination in the United States (Rochester Studiesin Medical History)
can make you sense more interested to read.
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