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The Paradox of Traditional Chiefs in Democratic Africa shows that unelected
traditional leaders can facilitate democratic responsiveness. Ironically, chiefs'
undemocratic character gives them a capacity to organize responses to rural
problems that elected politicians and state institutions lack. Specifically, chiefs'
longer time horizons encourage investment in local institutions that enable the
provision of local public goods. This is the paradox of traditional chiefs in
democratic Africa: elected politicians can only effectively respond to rural
constituents through institutions constructed and maintained by local leaders who
are not worried about electoral terms. Furthermore, the critical role played by
chiefs in brokering local development projects forces us to reassess how we
understand the basis of their political influence during elections. The book
examines the effects of traditional leaders on the electoral connection in Africa
through a multi-method approach that combines qualitative research, surveys,
and experiments, with particular attention to the Zambian case.
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The Paradox of Traditional Chiefs in Democratic Africa shows that unelected traditional leaders can
facilitate democratic responsiveness. Ironically, chiefs' undemocratic character gives them a capacity to
organize responses to rural problems that elected politicians and state institutions lack. Specifically, chiefs'
longer time horizons encourage investment in local institutions that enable the provision of local public
goods. This is the paradox of traditional chiefs in democratic Africa: elected politicians can only effectively
respond to rural constituents through institutions constructed and maintained by local leaders who are not
worried about electoral terms. Furthermore, the critical role played by chiefs in brokering local development
projects forces us to reassess how we understand the basis of their political influence during elections. The
book examines the effects of traditional leaders on the electoral connection in Africa through a multi-method
approach that combines qualitative research, surveys, and experiments, with particular attention to the
Zambian case.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The role of the chiefs in Africa has long been hotly contested by politicians and scholars alike. In this
superb study, Kate Baldwin re-frames these debates and teaches us much that is new and important."
Robert Bates, Eaton Professor of the Science of Government, Harvard University, Massachusetts

"Are traditional leaders inimical to the functioning of democratic institutions in sub-Saharan Africa? For
several decades both scholars of African politics and major African political figures have largely agreed on
this basic point. And yet, in this fantastic new book, Kate Baldwin highlights a resurgence of traditional
leadership in democratic Africa. She provides plausible theories and a wide -range of evidence to explain
their enhanced role and to support the claim that chiefs routinely act as surprisingly effective "development
brokers". This important work should be of great interest to scholars, students and practitioners in the field of
African development."
Evan S. Lieberman, Total Professor of Political Science and Contemporary Africa, Massachusetts Institute of
Technology

"Why does African traditional leadership survive in a democratic era? For the simple and surprising reason
that chiefs often make democracy work better for citizens. Baldwin''s wide- ranging study challenges us to
rethink old models of governance and their view of traditional and modern authorities in opposition to one
another. This is a book with very broad implications for Africa and elsewhere."
David Stasavage, New York University

"Democracy is thought to promote local public goods provision. But while democratic electoral institutions
may create incentives for politicians to respond to citizens' demands, they do not provide the capacity for
politicians to actually deliver the local public goods that citizens crave - and in many rural African settings
this capacity is severely lacking. This, as Kate Baldwin shows in this remarkable book, is where traditional
chiefs play a critical role. Their embeddedness in the communities they rule, combined with their long time
horizons, puts them in a unique and advantageous position to organize local public goods provision in
partnership with elected leaders. Traditional chiefs should therefore be seen not as undemocratic vote brokers
who pervert the democratic process, but as critical contributors to local accountability and development. For
both its novel argument and the impressive evidence marshalled to support it, [this book] makes a major
contribution to the study of the political economy of rural Africa."
Daniel N. Posner, James S. Coleman Professor of International Development, University of California, Los
Angeles

"Baldwin has rescued African chiefs from oblivion ... Highly recommended."
R. I. Rotberg, Choice

About the Author
Kate Baldwin is Assistant Professor of Political Science at Yale University, Connecticut. She has conducted
field research in Ghana, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. Her work has been published in
leading journals in political science, including the American Political Science Review, the American Journal
of Political Science, World Politics, and Comparative Politics. An article based on the research in this book
won the award for the best article published in the American Journal of Political Science.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Bentley:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Paradox of Traditional Chiefs in Democratic Africa
(Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics) book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word
style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even
decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of The Paradox of Traditional Chiefs in
Democratic Africa (Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics) content conveys objective easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking The Paradox of Traditional Chiefs in Democratic Africa
(Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Chris Boos:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number
of ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this The Paradox of Traditional Chiefs in Democratic Africa (Cambridge Studies in Comparative
Politics), it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can
inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Adele Yeager:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This The Paradox of Traditional Chiefs in Democratic Africa
(Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics) can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out
this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your
friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let
us have The Paradox of Traditional Chiefs in Democratic Africa (Cambridge Studies in Comparative
Politics).

Latricia Wynkoop:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see



colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Paradox of Traditional Chiefs in Democratic Africa (Cambridge Studies in
Comparative Politics) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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