
The Rule of Law in the Real World

By Paul Gowder

The Rule of Law in the Real World By Paul Gowder

In The Rule of Law in the Real World, Paul Gowder defends a new conception of
the rule of law as the coordinated control of power and demonstrates that the rule
of law, thus understood, creates and preserves social equality in a state. In a
highly engaging, interdisciplinary text that moves seamlessly from theory to
reality, using examples ranging from Ancient Greece through the present,
Gowder sheds light on how societies have achieved the rule of law, how they
have sustained it in the face of political upheaval, and how it may be measured
and developed in the future. The Rule of Law in the Real World is an essential
work for scholars, students, policymakers, and anyone else who believes the rule
of law is critical to the proper functioning of society.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Paul Gowder's masterpiece articulates a new vision of the rule of the law that protects the disempowered
and marginalized, and that demands that the nation-state rationalize its coercive power. He relentlessly
attacks irrational social, economic and political hierarchies, particularly those that give continued vitality to
racial inequality in the US today. As such his rule of law is firmly rooted in notions of human rights, and
looks askance at soaring inequality in the US. This rule of law protects real people in need of real protection,
rather than serving as just another rhetorical instrument in the arsenal of the wealthy and powerful. It also
serves, incidentally, as a bedrock foundation for economic development and a tool that can help avoid
financial disruptions like that seen in 2008."
Steven A. Ramirez, author of Lawless Capitalism

"The Rule of Law in the Real World explores and connects legal philosophy, conceptual and normative, as
well as historical interpretation and social sciences, policy analysis, and advocacy. It makes insightful and
distinctive contributions in each domain. Moreover, it brings them into mutually informing connection.
Standard inmates of the disciplines rarely make (or even imagine) such connections, even when their subject
- the rule of law - bears the same name. Gowder's achievement is thus far more than a sum of its exemplary
parts. It is an all too rare combination of theoretical cogency, normative sophistication and ambition,
empirical attentiveness, and real world engagement and pay-off."
Martin Krygier, Gordon Samuels Professor of Law and Social Theory, and Co-Director, Network for
Interdisciplinary Studies of Law, University of New South Wales

About the Author
Paul Gowder is an Associate Professor of Law and of Political Science at the University of Iowa researching
constitutional law, ethics, normative and conceptual jurisprudence, political philosophy, computational and
empirical legal studies, and game theory. Before joining academia, he worked as a public interest litigator
practicing poverty and civil rights law.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Osburn:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible The Rule
of Law in the Real World? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your
time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some
other opinion?

Nathaniel Thomas:

The e-book with title The Rule of Law in the Real World has a lot of information that you can find out it.
You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in



this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read
the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Ruby Mejia:

The book untitled The Rule of Law in the Real World contain a lot of information on that. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly
not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you
in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your smart
phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.

William Levitt:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul
or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Rule of Law in the Real World can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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