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An epic struggle over land, water, and power is erupting in the American West
and the halls of Washington, DC. It began when a 4,000-sgquare-mile area of
Arizona desert called Black Mesa was divided between the Hopi and Navajo
tribes. To the outside world, it was aland struggle between two fractious Indian
tribes; to political insiders and energy corporations, it was a divide-and-conquer
play for the 21 billion tons of coal beneath Black Mesa. Today, that coal powers
cheap electricity for Los Angeles, a new water agueduct into Phoenix, and the
neon dazzle of Las Vegas.

Journalist and historian Judith Nies has been tracking this story for nearly four
decades. She follows the money and tells us the true story of wealth and water,
mendacity, and corruption at the highest levels of business and government.
Amid the backdrop of the breathtaking desert landscape, Unreal City showsfive
cultures colliding—Hopi, Navajo, global energy corporations, Mormons, and US
government agencies—resulting in a battle over resources and the future of the
West.

Las Vegas may attract 39 million visitors a year, but the tourists mesmerized by
the dancing water fountains at the Bellagio don't ask where the water comes
from. They don't see a city with the nation's highest rates of foreclosure,
unemployment, and suicide. They don't see the astonishing drop in the water
level of Lake Mead—where Sin City gets 90 percent of its water supply.

Nies shows how the struggle over Black Mesalandsis an example of a global
phenomenon in which giant transnational corporations have the power to separate
indigenous people from their energy-rich lands with the help of host
governments. Unreal City explores how and why resources have been taken from
native lands, what it meansin an era of climate change, and why, in this city
divorced from nature, the only thing more powerful than money is water.
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An epic struggle over land, water, and power is erupting in the American West and the halls of Washington,
DC. It began when a 4,000-square-mile area of Arizona desert called Black Mesa was divided between the
Hopi and Navajo tribes. To the outside world, it was aland struggle between two fractious Indian tribes; to
political insiders and energy corporations, it was a divide-and-conquer play for the 21 billion tons of coal
beneath Black Mesa. Today, that coal powers cheap electricity for Los Angeles, a new water agueduct into
Phoenix, and the neon dazzle of Las Vegas.

Journalist and historian Judith Nies has been tracking this story for nearly four decades. She follows the
money and tells us the true story of wealth and water, mendacity, and corruption at the highest levels of
business and government. Amid the backdrop of the breathtaking desert landscape, Unreal City showsfive
cultures colliding—Hopi, Nava o, global energy corporations, Mormons, and US government
agencies—resulting in a battle over resources and the future of the West.

Las Vegas may attract 39 million visitors a year, but the tourists mesmerized by the dancing water fountains
at the Bellagio don't ask where the water comes from. They don't see a city with the nation's highest rates of
foreclosure, unemployment, and suicide. They don't see the astonishing drop in the water level of Lake
Mead—where Sin City gets 90 percent of its water supply.

Nies shows how the struggle over Black Mesalandsis an example of aglobal phenomenon in which giant
transnational corporations have the power to separate indigenous people from their energy-rich lands with
the help of host governments. Unreal City explores how and why resources have been taken from native
lands, what it meansin an era of climate change, and why, in this city divorced from nature, the only thing
more powerful than money is water.
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Editorial Review
Review
An Amazon.com Best Book of the Y ear

"Nies great triumph isto emphatically bring the 'bloody nuisance' of the story behind the growth of the West
to the public eye. Her book is essential reading for those seeking to understand the largely hidden history and
the forgotten deals and injustices that keep Las Vegas and Los Angeles glimmering." —Hector Tobar, Los
Angeles Times

"Judith Nies history of the region and brutal political maneuvering that helped facilitate the rise of Phoenix,
Las Vegas and Los Angeles is thoroughly engaging and at times heartbreaking... thisisthe real American
hustle.”—Las Vegas Review-Journals

“A hard-hitting chronicle of the hidden history behind the creation of Las Vegas... Animportant,
multifaceted page-turner.” —Kirkus Reviews

"If you're headed to Las Vegas for vacation, pack this book along. In between visitsto the giant pyramids
and faux Manhattans, read it to get areal understanding of exactly how fragile this mirageis." —Bill
McKibben, author Wandering Home: A Long Walk Across America's Most Hopeful Landscape

“In this cautionary tale of money and power, Judith Nies has created a heart-wrenching account of the
exploited American West—its resources and its people. Unreal City exposes the strange bedfellows and
revolving doorsthat fuel crony capitalism. At the heart of it all is the public-private plunder that has sadly
become the nation's new normal, and the tragic toll it takes on everything in its path. Unsettlingly
reminiscent of Polanski's Chinatown, it is abrave undertaking.” —Sally Denton, investigative reporter,
historian, and author of The Money and the Power: The Making of Las Vegas and Its Hold on America

“This book is blood-boilingly splendid. Meticulously reported and shocking in detail, Unreal City brilliantly
dissolves the fraudulently spun myths of the American West to reveal a grim, heartbreaking progression of
despoliation, waste, corruption, and betrayal of native peoples. Thisis the reality behind the insatiable
Western Sunbelt and that desert chimera, Las Vegas. Throughout, Judith Nies brings scorching, revelatory
light to the biggest undertold issue in America, the destruction of the West by unchained greed.”
—Katherine A. Powers, recipient of the National Book Critics Circle Nona Balakian Citation for
Excellencein Reviewing

About the Author

Judith Niesis the award-winning author of three nonfiction books- The Girl | Left Behind: A Personal
History of the 1960s, Nine Women: Portraits from the American Radical Tradition, and Native American
History: A Chronology, which won the Phi Alpha Theta prize in international history. Nies's journalism,
book reviews, and essays have appeared in the New York Times, The Boston Globe, Orion, Harvard Review,
Women's Review of Books, and American Voice. She livesin Cambridge, Massachusetts.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
M elanie Ratcliff:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Unreal City: Las Vegas, Black Mesa, and the Fate of the West.

John Charles;

A lot of people aways spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent they will freetime just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find anew activity hereislook different you
can read some sort of book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent al day long to reading a book. The book Unreal City: Las Vegas, Black Mesa, and the Fate of the
West it is extremely good to read. There are alot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the
e-book. Y ou can mQore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this
book possesses high quality.

Larry Dolin:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usualy prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Unreal City: Las Vegas, Black Mesa,
and the Fate of the West that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they
react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of
you who wants to possibly be success person. So, for every you who want to start examining as your good
habit, you could pick Unreal City: Las Vegas, Black Mesa, and the Fate of the West become your starter.

Herman Jenkins;

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Unreal City: Las Vegas, Black
Mesa, and the Fate of the West to make your own personal reading isinteresting. Y our skill of reading skill
is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle
the feeling about book and reading especialy. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
go through it. Beside that the guide Unreal City: Las Vegas, Black Mesa, and the Fate of the West can to be
your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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