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The first European edition of Francis DK Ching’s classic visual guide to the
basics of building construction.

For nearly four decades, the US publication Building Construction Illustrated has
offered an outstanding introduction to the principles of building construction.
This new European edition focuses on the construction methods most commonly
used in Europe, referring largely to UK Building Regulations overlaid with
British and European, while applying Francis DK Ching’s clear graphic signature
style. It provides a coherent and essential primer, presenting all of the basic
concepts underlying building construction and equipping readers with useful
guidelines for approaching any new materials or techniques they may encounter.

European Building Construction Illustrated provides a comprehensive and lucid
presentation of everything from foundations and floor systems to finish work.
Laying out the material and structural choices available, it provides a full
understanding of how these choices affect a building′s form and dimensions.
Complete with more than 1000 illustrations, the book moves through each of the
key stages of the design process, from site selection to building components,
mechanical systems and finishes.

Illustrated throughout with clear and accurate drawings that effectively●

communicate construction processes and materials
Provides an overview of the mainstream construction methods used in Europe●

Based around the UK regulatory framework, the book refers to European level●

regulations where appropriate.
References leading environmental assessment methods of BREEAM and●

LEED, while outlining the Passive House Standard
Includes emerging construction methods driven by the sustainability agenda,●

such as structural insulated panels and insulating concrete formwork
Features a chapter dedicated to construction in the Middle East, focusing on the●

Gulf States
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coherent and essential primer, presenting all of the basic concepts underlying building construction and
equipping readers with useful guidelines for approaching any new materials or techniques they may
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European Building Construction Illustrated provides a comprehensive and lucid presentation of everything
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it provides a full understanding of how these choices affect a building′s form and dimensions. Complete with
more than 1000 illustrations, the book moves through each of the key stages of the design process, from site
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Editorial Review

Review
If a highly descriptive and well illustrated guide to building construction is what you are after, look no
further. (Civil Engineering, 1 November 2014) In summary, this European version of an established book is
welcomed and deserves to take its place alongside more advanced and detailed texts on the shelves of
students as well as university, college and office libraries. (Building Engineer, April 2014) This is a
comprehensive primer (The RIBA Journal, May 2014)

From the Back Cover

The first European edition of Francis DK Ching’s classic visual guide to the basics of building construction.

For nearly four decades, the US publication Building Construction Illustrated has offered an outstanding
introduction to the principles of building construction. This new European edition focuses on the
construction methods most commonly used in Europe, referring to European building regulations and
standards, while applying Francis DK Ching’s clear graphic signature style. It provides a coherent and
essential primer, presenting all of the basic concepts underlying building construction and equipping readers
with useful guidelines for approaching any new materials or techniques they may encounter.

European Building Construction Illustrated provides a comprehensive and lucid presentation of everything
from foundations and floor systems to finish work. Laying out the material and structural choices available,
it provides a full understanding of how these choices affect a building′s form and dimensions. Complete with
more than 1000 illustrations, the book moves through each of the key stages of the design process, from site
selection to building components, mechanical systems and finishes. 

Illustrated throughout with clear and accurate drawings that effectively communicate construction●

processes and materials
Provides an overview of the mainstream construction methods used in Europe●

References relevant building regulations and standards and the leading environmental assessment methods●

of BREEAM and LEED, while outlining the Passive House Standard
Includes emerging construction methods driven by the sustainability agenda, such as structural insulated●

panels and insulating concrete formwork
Features a chapter dedicated to construction in the Middle East, focusing on the Gulf States●

About the Author

Francis D.K. Ching is a registered architect and Professor at the University of Washington in Seattle, where
he teaches architecture and design drawing. He is the bestselling author of numerous books on architecture
and design, all published by Wiley. His works have been translated into over 16 languages, and are regarded
as classics for their renowned graphic presentation.

Mark Mulville is Academic Leader of the MSc Portfolio in the School of Architecture, Design and
Construction (Department of Property and Construction Management) at the University of Greenwich. A
Chartered Architectural Technologist, he has worked in professional architectural practice and technical



consultancy roles in Ireland, the UK and Australia. Mark’s research interests focus on building performance
in relation to comfort, health and efficiency and the adaptation and rehabilitation of existing buildings.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maria Scully:

The book European Building Construction Illustrated give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book European
Building Construction Illustrated being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if
you like open up and read a book European Building Construction Illustrated. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

John Masterson:

The actual book European Building Construction Illustrated has a lot of information on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading
this book.

Enoch Dutton:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this European Building Construction Illustrated
publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand
by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation European Building Construction
Illustrated as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break
don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come
on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Allison Phelps:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This European Building Construction
Illustrated is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you
did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to
read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.
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