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Richard Tofel tells the full story of JFK's inaugural address. He draws on original
research materials in the Kennedy Library and elsewhere around the country, as
well as exclusive interviews. Unlike earlier treatments of the subject, these
include extensive and candid conversations with Theodore Sorensen, Kennedy's
aide and chief speechwriter, who has never before discussed in detail how the
speech came to be written. In the tradition of Lincoln at Gettysburg, Sounding
the Trumpet thus reveals many unknown details about this landmark speech.
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Editorial Review

Review
A particularly interesting discussion of Kennedy's inaugural address. (P.E. Kane CHOICE)

Tofel is a fine writer, a clear and perceptive thinker and a meticulous, dauntless researcher, and he has
produced a short book that is long on both substance and insight. (Ray Price)

Tofel’s book ably lets the meaning go forth from Kennedy’s memorable address… (Robert Weisbrot)

There has never been a better study about shaping the words and the message of an American
President...than Tofel’s excellent work. (Don Baer, White House Communications Director and Chief
Speechwriter for President Bill Clinton 1994-1997)

Sounding the Trumpet should be required reading in schools. Highly recommended! Historian Richard J.
Tofel reminds us of a time when JFK thrilled the world with sterling rhetoric. (Douglas Brinkley, Tulane
University)

Painstakingly details the evolution of nearly every word in the address… (Edward Wyatt The New York
Times)

Excellent...new documents and fresh testimony of the origin and impact of one of the glorious speeches of
American history. (Arthur Schlesinger Jr.)

Richard J. Tofel doesn't miss much in discussing the context, the writers, and the labor over the wording of
this speech. His research is outstanding. (Dennie Hall Oklahoman)

Sounding the Trumpet allows us to understand that the JFK inaugural address was both Kennedy's and Mr.
Sorensen's. Forty years later, it does not diminish either man to acknowledge that. (Clark Judge The Wall
Street Journal)

Tofel's probe is resplendent with minutiae...offering a worthy examination of how the Kennedy mystique
captured the nation's attention. (Kirkus Reviews)

One of those rare books.... Manages to crisply detail the tale of JFK's inaugural speech. (Jim Ryan
Academia)

Tofel tells the full story.... Drawing on a wide range of sources. (Ellen Fried Prologue)

Provides many hitherto–unavailable insights into the making of...the most endearing documents in American
history. (Diane C. Donovan Midwest Book Review)

A beautifully crafted gem of popular history. (Seth Lipsky New York Sun)

Sounding the Trumpet dissects the famous speech in minute detail... [and] conveys the tension in the days
leading up to inauguration, as its authors go over it again and again. (Joshua Payne Riverdale Press)



About the Author
Richard J. Tofel is president and chief operating officer of the new International Freedom Center, a museum
of freedom and a cultural center to be built at the site of the World Trade Center. Formerly assistant
publisher of the Wall Street Journal, Mr. Tofel is a graduate of Harvard College, the Harvard Law School,
and the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard. His earlier books, A Legend in the Making,
about the 1939 New York Yankees, and Vanishing Point, about the disappearance of Judge Crater, have been
widely praised. He lives in Riverdale, New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Arthur Poulsen:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their skill
in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this Sounding the
Trumpet: The Making of John F. Kennedy's Inaugural Address.

Molly Marquis:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day
to reading a e-book. The book Sounding the Trumpet: The Making of John F. Kennedy's Inaugural Address
it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-
book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but
this book provides high quality.

Willie Isaac:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Sounding the Trumpet: The Making of John F. Kennedy's
Inaugural Address was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Sounding the
Trumpet: The Making of John F. Kennedy's Inaugural Address has many kinds or genre. Start from kids
until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy,
fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.



Curt Hall:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of book
Sounding the Trumpet: The Making of John F. Kennedy's Inaugural Address. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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