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Editorial Review

Review
"Rapaport (Wake Forest Univ.) calls this clearly written book "a compendium of major issues and
developments in literary criticism and theory" and "a companion to major issues in literary criticism and
theory that can be read linearly in terms of units or areas. . . Highly recommended. Upper-division
undergraduates and above." (Choice, 1 October 2011)

"This is not simply a masterful and lucid introduction to literary theory, but one that explains entertainingly
and rigorously how "theory," as it has emerged from a range of disciplines, is relevant to literary study.  In
the best tradition of the critical introduction, Rapoport's narrative and organization are provocatively original
in their own right."
—Eleanor Kauffman, University of California, Los Angeles

"The Literary Theory Toolkit offers an excellent introduction to literary theory, but it is much more than this.
Rapaport gives us an extraordinary toolbag for (in his own phrase) rummaging in. Alongside consistently
lucid and perceptive accounts of different theorists, movements, concepts and arguments, there is an
admirable focus on avant-garde writing and on performance art, as well as a constant concern with the social
and political contexts of literary studies. One of the most probing, thought-provoking and original books of
its kind, The Literary Theory Toolkit is at once idiosyncratic and authoritative, instructive and exhilarating."
—Nicholas Royle, University of Sussex

"The Literary Theory Toolkit offers students, researchers and teachers an extremely clear guide to the myriad
complexities of recent literary theory set against a deep historical background. Herman Rapaport is
exceptionally thorough and non-partisan. With precise yet economic detail he outlines the many different
concepts that theorists have used to explain how texts work, giving careful attention to ways these ideas can
work together or may clash; most important of all, he demonstrates how to use them in practice, starting with
basic assumptions made explicit, and then proceeding step by step through examples of how these concepts
can be shaped into sophisticated arguments and rewarding interpretations. Rapaport is an outstanding
educator who never loses sight of his goal: to help students learn to reason about literary texts for
themselves, and in doing so to be able to argue both with and against the theorists and theories. The book is
full of highly readable worked examples of the interpretation of texts of all kinds, including the sort of texts
that are often neglected in literary textbooks, the ones that are tricky to negotiate because opaque, avant-
garde, or seeming to rely on extra-textual effects such as performance. This is an essential addition to that
small number of guides and reference books that every student of literature will want to own."
—Peter Middleton, University of Southampton

"The Literary Theory Toolkit offers students, researchers and teachers an extremely clear guide to the myriad
complexities of recent literary theory set against a deep historical background.... This is an essential addition
to that small number of guides and reference books that every student of literature will want to own."
—Peter Middleton, University of Southampton

"In the quarter century since Terry Eagleton's landmark study, Literary Theory: An Introduction (Oxford:
Blackwell, 1983), there have been dozens of books that aim at achieving a virtually encyclopedic chronicle
of the various schools and methods of literary interpretation. Amidst this daunting array of thoughtful
meditations on the myriad ways of characterizing the thing called 'literature,' Herman Rapaport's Literary



Theory Toolkit presents a strikingly innovative perspective on theory and criticism that combines succinct
and accessible accounts of the most significant approaches to the experience of literature with a unique and
compelling orientation to both contemporary avant-garde experimental poetics and performance theory. This
volume will establish itself as an indispensable resource for anyone interested in contemporary thinking
about everything from Saussurean linguistics to Badiou's relation to Derrida to Meryl Streep's style of acting,
from Milton's politics to the crisis of thinking about community after the Holocaust. Rapaport's TOOLKIT
combines an original reflection on the theoretical act at large with a pedagogically useful and reliable
synthesis of the enormous diversity of literary theories over the past century."
—Ned Lukacher, University of Illinois at Chicago
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From the Back Cover
Without a proper grasp of its relevant theories, approaches, and technical language, an effective analysis and
interpretation of literature can be a daunting task. The Literary Theory Toolkit offers readers a rich
compendium of key terms, concepts, and arguments necessary for the study of literature in a critical-
theoretical context. Author Herman Rapaport provides a lucid overview of the field of literary study and
presents readers with the intellectual tools necessary to construct an effective foundation for literary analysis
and a richer appriecation of world literature. In addition to a lucid account of textual and social approaches to
literary critical study that have been central to the languages and literatures, topics covered include narrative,
poetic, and performance analysis; the study of textual systems; and key aspects of social theory relevant to
literary study. With varied examples drawn from literary texts spanning all periods and genres, this toolkit is
lively and essential reading for all students of literary theory.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rodolfo Odum:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the reserve untitled The Literary Theory Toolkit: A Compendium of Concepts and Methods
can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Jason Cook:

Why? Because this The Literary Theory Toolkit: A Compendium of Concepts and Methods is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book
will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.



Kelley Hardy:

You could spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This The Literary Theory Toolkit: A
Compendium of Concepts and Methods is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach,
train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Aurora Ammon:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book The Literary Theory Toolkit: A Compendium of
Concepts and Methods was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Literary
Theory Toolkit: A Compendium of Concepts and Methods has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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