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Ivan Morris’s definitive and widely acclaimed portrait of the ceremonious and
melancholy world of ancient Japan.

Using The Tale of Genji and other major literary works from Japan’s Heian
period as a frame of reference, The World of the Shining Prince recreates an era
when women set the cultural tone. Focusing on the world of the emperor’s
court—a world deeply admired by Virginia Woolf, among others—renowned
scholar of Japanese history and literature Ivan Morris explores the politics,
society, religious life, and superstitions of the period.

Offering readers detailed portrayals of the daily lives of courtiers, the cult of
beauty they espoused, and the intricate relations between the men and women of
the age, The World of the Shining Prince has been a cornerstone text on ancient
Japan for half a century
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Editorial Review

Review
“A thoughtful scholar’s reconstruction. . . . A book which should delight anyone interested in Japan.” —The
New York Times Book Review

“The people of the Heian period in Japan . . . evolved a civilization . . . pervaded by a sense of the
transitoriness of things, combined with an awareness of beauty so sharp that it was poignant. . . . Ivan
Morris’s book is as elegant as its theme.” —The Observer (London)

About the Author
Ivan Morris studied Japanese language and culture at Harvard University while serving in the Intelligence
Section of the U.S. Navy Reserves. After receiving his Ph.D. from the University of London in 1951, he
worked for the Far East Section of the BBC as well as for the Japan and Pacific departments of the British
Foreign Office. He lived in Tokyo for several years, writing, lecturing, and teaching. In 1960 he joined what
would later be renamed the Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures at Columbia University,
where he served as department chair. He was elected a Fellow of St. Anthony’s College at Oxford in 1966.
Morris published numerous books on Japanese history, literature, and politics and produced distinguished
translations of classical and contemporary Japanese works. He died in 1976.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ricky Burnham:

The book The World of the Shining Prince: Court Life in Ancient Japan make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book The World of
the Shining Prince: Court Life in Ancient Japan to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything
if you like wide open and read a e-book The World of the Shining Prince: Court Life in Ancient Japan. Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think
about this book?

David Anthony:

The book The World of the Shining Prince: Court Life in Ancient Japan can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book
The World of the Shining Prince: Court Life in Ancient Japan? Several of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you
are able to share all of these. Book The World of the Shining Prince: Court Life in Ancient Japan has simple
shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.



Ashley Washington:

This book untitled The World of the Shining Prince: Court Life in Ancient Japan to be one of several books
which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it.
You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Charles Denzer:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This The World of the Shining Prince:
Court Life in Ancient Japan is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and
also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It
is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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