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Editorial Review

Review
One of the most exciting literary revival series since the rediscovery of Jim Thompson's novels. (Digby
Diehl - Playboy )

If you can't get enough of Shaft, Foxy Brown (the original one) or Dolemite, then check Old School Books'
new series of pulp novels featuring the boldest African-American authors of our time. These new cultural
artifacts are fast-paced and hard. They take the brutality and ruin of the urban Black landscape and transform
them into art. Each character in the series is searching for 'old school' wisdom and never loses sight of the
racial, political, and emotional context from which they came. (The Source )

My endorsement of Old School Books is a hundred percent. This is the kind of publishing program that
shows serious readers that publishing can still be more than just a business. This is a cultural service of the
highest order. W.W. Norton and Company deserves a standing ovation. Congratulations. (Clarence Major,
University of California, Davis )

Glad to see that at least one publisher isn't afflicted with the bottom-line fever, the republishing of these old
time classics proves that Norton is devoted to quality publishing. I'm especially glad to see John A. Williams'
The Angry Ones used. It's as fresh as the day it was written. (Ishmael Reed, University of California,
Berkeley )

As of late, members of the pulp pantheon are finding themselves being revised by Hollywood, scrutinized by
serious academics, and canonized by the Library of America, though they never completely went out of
fashion. But a little-known subgenre of pulp that faded from public view will soon be getting its second
chance when Norton's Old School Books, a series of paperback reprint by black pulp novelists, hit
bookstores. (Village Voice Literary Supplement )

About the Author
Donald Goines was a career criminal and addict who took up writing during one of his seven prison
sentences. From 1969 through 1974 he published 16 novels with Holloway House, which are now
recognized as blood-soaked and almost unbearably authentic portraits of the roughest aspects of the black
experience.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Daddy Cool Donald Goines

An Excerpt

Daddy cool noticed the man he was following turn the corner and start walking faster. There was no better
time than now to make the hit. As long as the man stayed on these back streets it would be perfect. He only
had to catch up with the man without arousing his suspicions. Daddy Cool started to lengthen his stride until
he was almost running.

William had a definite goal. A long time friend stayed somewhere in the next block, but over the years he
had forgotten just where the house was. In his haste to leave Detroit, he had left his address book on the
dining-room table, so it was useless to him now. He slowed down, knowing that he would recognize the



house when he saw it. It was on Newal Street, that he was sure of. It shouldn't be too hard to find in the
coming darkness. Like a hunted animal, Billings' nerves were sharpened to a peak. Glancing back over his
shoulder, he noticed a tall man coming around the corner. His first reaction was one of alarm. His senses,
alert to possible danger, had detected the presence of someone or something in the immediate vicinity. As a
shiver of fear ran down his spine, he ridiculed himself for being frightened of his own shadow. There was no
need for him to worry about someone picking up his trail. Not this soon anyway.

Disregarding the warning alarm that went off inside his head, he slowed his pace so that he could see the old
shabby houses better. The neighborhood had once been attractive, with the large rambling homes built back
in the early twenties. But now, they were crumbling. Most of them needed at least a paint job. Where there
had once been rain gutters, there was now only rusted-out packs of tin, ready to collapse at the first burst of
rain.

William cursed under his breath. He wondered if in his early haste he might have made a wrong turn. It was
possible. It had been years since he'd been up this way, and it was easy for him to get turned around. He
slowed his walk down until he was almost standing still. Idly he listened to the foot steps of the man who had
turned down the same street as he did. Unable to control himself, William turned completely around and
glanced at the tall, somberly dressed man coming toward him. He let out a sigh as he realized that he had
been holding his breath. He noticed that the man coming toward him was middle-aged. Probably some
family man, he reasoned, hurrying home from work. He almost laughed out loud as he reflected on what a
hired killer would look like. He was sure of one thing, a hit man wouldn't be as old as the man coming
toward him. In his mind, William pictured the hit man sent out after him as a wild young man, probably in
his early twenties. A man in a hurry to make a name for himself. One who didn't possess to high an
intelligence, that being the reason he would have become a professional killer. It didn't take any brains to
pull the trigger on a gun, William reasoned. But a smart man would stay away form such an occupation. One
mistake and a hit man's life was finished.

Suddenly William decided that he was definitely going the wrong way. He whirled around on his heels
swiftly. The tall, light-complexioned man coming near him stopped suddenly. For a brief moment William
hesitated, thinking he saw fear on the man's face. The dumb punk-ass bastard, William coldly reflected. If
the sorry motherfucker only new how much cash William had in the briefcase he carried, the poor bastard
wouldn't be frightened by William's sudden turn.

"Don't worry, old chap," William said loudly so that the other man wouldn't fear him. "I'm just lost, that's all.
These damn streets all look alike at night."

The tall, dark-clothed man had hesitated briefly; now he came forward quickly. He spoke softly. "Yeah,
mister, you did give me a fright for just a minute. You know," he continued, "you can't trust these dark
streets at night. Some of these dope fiends will do anything for a ten-dollar bill."

William laughed lightly, then smiled. He watched the tall man reach back behind his collar. Suddenly the
smile froze on his face as the evening moonlight sparkled brightly off the keen-edged knife that was
twitching in the man's hand.

Without thinking, William held out his hand. "Wait a minute," he cried out in fear. "If it's money you want,
I'll give you all mine." Even in his fright, William tried to hold onto the twenty-five thousand dollars he had
in his briefcase. He reached for the wallet in his rear pocket. He never reached it.

With a flash, the tall man dressed in black threw his knife. The motion was so smooth and quick that the
knife became only a blur. The knife seemed to turn in the air once or twice, then became imbedded in
William's small chest. It happened so suddenly that William never made a sound. The force of the blow



staggered him. He remained on his feet for a brief instant while the knife protruded from his body.

Copyright (c) 1997 W. W. Norton & Company, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shannon Thompson:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their can
do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on
guardería until university need that Daddy Cool to read.

Larry Chaffin:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than
other is high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you that Daddy Cool book as beginning
and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

June Ross:

The reason? Because this Daddy Cool is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to
snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic
author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the
other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want
to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Gregory Kile:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Daddy Cool, you could enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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