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An extraordinary story of romance, history, and divided loyalties--set against the
backdrop of one of the most dramatic events of the twentieth century

The stroke of midnight on August 15, 1947, liberated 400 million people from
the British Empire. With the loss of India, its greatest colony, Britain ceased to
be a superpower, and its king ceased to sign himself Rex Imperator.

This defining moment of world history had been brought about by a handful of
people. Among them were Jawaharlal Nehru, the fiery Indian prime minister;
Mohammed Ali Jinnah, the leader of the new Islamic Republic of Pakistan;
Mohandas Gandhi, the mystical figure who enthralled a nation; and Louis and
Edwina Mountbatten, the glamorous but unlikely couple who had been
dispatched to get Britain out of India. Within hours of the midnight chimes, their
dreams of freedom and democracy would turn to chaos, bloodshed, and war.

Behind the scenes, a secret personal dramawas aso unfolding, as Edwina
Mountbatten and Jawaharlal Nehru began a passionate love affair. Their romance
developed alongside Cold War conspiracies, the beginning of aterrible conflict
in Kashmir, and an epic sweep of events that saw one million people killed and
ten million dispossessed.

Steeped in the private papers and reflections of the participants, Indian Summer

reveals, in vivid, exhilarating detail, how the actions of afew extraordinary
people changed the lives of millions and determined the fate of nations,
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An extraordinary story of romance, history, and divided loyalties--set against the backdrop of one of the
most dramatic events of the twentieth century

The stroke of midnight on August 15, 1947, liberated 400 million people from the British Empire. With the
loss of India, its greatest colony, Britain ceased to be a superpower, and its king ceased to sign himself Rex
Imperator.

This defining moment of world history had been brought about by a handful of people. Among them were
Jawaharlal Nehru, the fiery Indian prime minister; Mohammed Ali Jinnah, the leader of the new Islamic
Republic of Pakistan; Mohandas Gandhi, the mystical figure who enthralled a nation; and Louis and Edwina
Mountbatten, the glamorous but unlikely couple who had been dispatched to get Britain out of India. Within
hours of the midnight chimes, their dreams of freedom and democracy would turn to chaos, bloodshed, and
war.

Behind the scenes, a secret personal dramawas aso unfolding, as Edwina Mountbatten and Jawaharlal
Nehru began a passionate love affair. Their romance developed alongside Cold War conspiracies, the
beginning of aterrible conflict in Kashmir, and an epic sweep of events that saw one million people killed
and ten million dispossessed.

Steeped in the private papers and reflections of the participants, Indian Summer reveals, in vivid, exhilarating
detail, how the actions of afew extraordinary people changed the lives of millions and determined the fate of
nations.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Sarred Review. The transfer of power from the British Empire to the new nations of Indiaand Pakistanin
the summer of 1947 was one of history's great, and tragic, epics. 400 million people won independence, and
perhaps as many as one million died in sectarian violence among Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs. In her
scintillating debut, British author von Tunzelmann keeps one eye on the big picture, but foregrounds the
personalities and relationships of the main political leaders—Ilarger-than-life figures whom she cuts down to
size. She portrays Gandhi as both awe inspiring and, with his antisex campaigns and inflexible moralism, an
exasperating eccentric. British viceroy Louis Dickie Mountbatten comes off as a clumsy diplomat dithering
over flag designs while his partition plan teetered on the brink of disaster. Meanwhile, his glamorous,
omnicompetent wife, Edwina, looks after refugees and carries on an affair with the handsome, stalwart
Indian statesman Nehru. Von Tunzelmann's wit is cruel—Gandhi... wanted to spread the blessings of poverty
and humility to all people—but fair in its depictions of complex, often charismatic people with feet of clay.
The result is compelling narrative history, combining dramatic sweep with dishy detail. 8 pages of b&w
photos. (Aug.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

The end of the British Raj remains a controversial topic among historians. Could partition have been avoided
if British and Indian politicians were more prudent? Could the communal violence that cost up to amillion
lives have been avoided or at least mitigated? Although V on Tunzel mann touches on these questions, she
does not attempt to answer them, but perhaps those answers are beyond the scope of this general history of
the closing years of British control. Instead, she provides an interesting look at the key playersin this
tumultuous period. Despite the title, there are no startling revelations here. But VVon Tunzelmann's portrayals
of Nehru, Jinnah, Gandhi, and L ouis Mountbatten are often provocative and at odds with more conventional
views. Gandhi, for example, is seen as rather rigid, sometimes petty, and maddeningly indecisive. Nehru, the
giant of Indian nationalist aspirations, seems more British than the British themselves and distinctly
uncomfortable as aleader of a mass movement. Thisis not a particularly comprehensive account, but for
general readers, thiswork will be very valuable. Freeman, Jay

Review

"Indian Summer is atrue tour de force: absorbing in its detail and masterly in the broad sweep of its
canvas."—Sir Martin Gilbert, author of The Somme

"Indian Summer is outstandingly vivid and authoritative. Alex von Tunzelmann brings alively new voice to
narrative history-writing."—Victoria Glendinning, author of Leonard Woolf

"Alex von Tunzelmann is awonderful historian, aslearned as she is shrewd. But she is al'so something more
unexpected: awriter with awit and an eye for character that Evelyn Waugh would surely have
admired."—Tom Holland, author of Rubicon and Persian Fire

"An engaging, controversia, very lively and, at times, refreshingly irreverent tour de force. Alex von
Tunzelmann has written adramatic story, laced with tragedy and farce, and done so very well; aremarkable
debut."—Lawrence James, author of The Middle Class: A History and Raj: The Making and Unmaking of


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

British India

“Thisis history as multiple, interconnected biography . . . a book more concerned with the smaller, more
colorful threads of individual character than with the broader tapestry of history and retrospective judgment. .
.. Indian Summer achieves something both simpler and rarer, placing the behavior and feelings of afew key
players at the center of atumultuous moment in history.”—New York Times Book Review

“A fascinating book that may well change how we look on the benighted world in which we live
today.”—Los Angeles Times

“In ‘Indian Summer’, Alex von Tunzelmann pays particular attention to how negotiations were shaped by an
interplay of personalities. . . . her account, unlike those of some of her fellow British historians, isn’t filtered
by nostalgia.”—The New Yorker

Users Review
From reader reviews:
CarrieRivas;

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be alife style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Indian Summer: The Secret History of
the End of an Empireiskind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Ashley Taylor:

The reason why? Because this Indian Summer: The Secret History of the End of an Empire is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the
secret thisinside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning completely. So, it isgood for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This book will give you alot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking approach. So, still want to hesitate having that book? If | ended up you |
will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Tom Tucker:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Indian Summer: The Secret
History of the End of an Empire, it is possible to enjoy bath. It is good combination right, you still desire to
missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it,



oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Joel Padilla:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
guery was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou need to
know that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to
incorporate you knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update
regarding something by book. Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are
these claims Indian Summer: The Secret History of the End of an Empire.
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