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This volume provides the first edition and systematic study of the Liber florum
celestis doctrine by the Benedictine John of Morigny. Until recently this work
was known only through a chronicle report of its burning at Paris in 1323, on the
grounds that it revived a condemned ritual called the Ars notoria. However, it
survives in three versions in more than twenty copies from across Europe, few of
which indicate doubt as to its orthodoxy.

The Liber florum has at its core a Book of Prayers, written at the University of
Orléans between 1301 and 1308, which models an angelic ascent to the court of
heaven. The Book of Prayers promises infused knowledge of the liberal arts and
other disciplines to operators who obtain the Virgin?s license to use it. It also
enables them to petition the Virgin for visionary dreams in which she may
respond to specific questions.

After assuming a high-ranking position as provost of Morigny in 1308, John
continued to elaborate his work. By 1315 he had added two versions of a Book of
Figures, sending out new materials in instalments to a growing circle of
followers, including secular priests as well as professional religious. He had also
added a Book of Visions, which narrates his journey from sin to redemption as
well as that of his sister, Bridget. Here he describes his first vision of the virgin
Mary at Chartres, his later magical practices, his encounters with demons, and his
ultimate rejection of magic arts under the Virgin?s protection.

An intimate visionary collaboration between human and divine, the Liber florum
will be of interest to all students of the middle ages, especially those interested in
university learning, monasticism, liturgy, mysticism, visions, magic, and book
history.
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1308, which models an angelic ascent to the court of heaven. The Book of Prayers promises infused
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After assuming a high-ranking position as provost of Morigny in 1308, John continued to elaborate his work.
By 1315 he had added two versions of a Book of Figures, sending out new materials in instalments to a
growing circle of followers, including secular priests as well as professional religious. He had also added a
Book of Visions, which narrates his journey from sin to redemption as well as that of his sister, Bridget. Here
he describes his first vision of the virgin Mary at Chartres, his later magical practices, his encounters with
demons, and his ultimate rejection of magic arts under the Virgin?s protection.

An intimate visionary collaboration between human and divine, the Liber florum will be of interest to all
students of the middle ages, especially those interested in university learning, monasticism, liturgy,
mysticism, visions, magic, and book history.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Claire Fanger teaches in the department of Religion at Rice University, where she works on Latin
Christianity in the later middle ages and on the history of magic, especially angel magic. She has published
other interpretive work on John of Morigny including a book, Rewriting Magic (2015), and a number of
articles. She has also written on medieval Latin philosophical epics by Alan of Lille and Bernard Silvestris,
on the poet John Gower, and on figures in the nineteenth- and twentieth-century occult revival. She has
edited two collections of essays on texts and manuscripts of magic in the middle ages: Invoking Angels
(2012) and Conjuring Spirits (1998). Among her current projects is an English translation of John?s Flowers
of Heavenly Teaching (also with Nicholas Watson).

Nicholas Watson teaches medieval literature and the history of Christianity at Harvard University. He is the
author of Richard Rolle and the Invention of Authority (1991). He edited The Idea of the Vernacular: An
Anthology of Middle English Literary Theory 1280-1520 (1999) with Jocelyn Wogan-Browne and others,
and The Writings of Julian of Norwich (2006) with Jacqueline Jenkins. He is editor or co-editor of four other
books, and author of some fifty articles on late medieval religious writing, mysticism, visions and
visionaries, historical sociolinguistics, and literary theory. At present, he is in the process of completing a
monograph, Vernacular Theology Before the English Reformation: Balaam?s Ass, and an English translation
of John of Morigny's work (also with Claire Fanger).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nora Carter:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Liber florum
celestis doctrine / The Flowers of Heavenly Teaching (Studies and Texts)? Maybe it is for being best activity
for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Kathleen Edwards:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Liber florum celestis
doctrine / The Flowers of Heavenly Teaching (Studies and Texts) is our recommendation to help you keep
up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.



James Robbins:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of course.
People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is definitely Liber florum celestis doctrine / The Flowers of Heavenly Teaching (Studies and Texts).

Sam Richey:

Beside this specific Liber florum celestis doctrine / The Flowers of Heavenly Teaching (Studies and Texts)
in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information
and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Liber florum celestis doctrine / The Flowers
of Heavenly Teaching (Studies and Texts) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen
if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from at this point!
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