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This agenda-setting text has been fully revised in its second edition, with
coverage extended into the Christian era. It remains the most comprehensive and
engaging introduction to the sexual cultures of ancient Greece and Rome.

Covers a wide range of subjects, including Greek pederasty and the●

symposium, ancient prostitution, representations of women in Greece and
Rome, and the public regulation of sexual behavior
Expanded coverage extends to the advent of Christianity, includes added●

illustrations, and offers student-friendly pedagogical features
Text boxes supply intriguing information about tangential topics●

Gives a thorough overview of current literature while encouraging further●

reading and discussion
Conveys the complexity of ancient attitudes towards sexuality and gender and●

the modern debates they have engendered
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Editorial Review

Review
“What has long been badly needed is a comprehensive survey that examines Greco-Roman sexuality, non-
judgementally, in its own cultural context. Marilyn Skinner’s Sexuality in Greek and Roman Culture does
just that … Non-ideological, its vast scholarship distilled in elegant prose for the general reader, sensible in
its judgements, and equipped with a formidable bibliography, this splendid book replaces all earlier works on
the subject for those in search of knowledge rather than confirmation of their prejudices.” Times Literary
Supplement (Books of the Year)

"This book is not only an overview of sexuality but also an introduction to all forms of interpersonal
relations, as Skinner uses the social and political structures of the time to account for differing notions of
sexuality across time periods … As a general introduction to the topic this work is highly successful in that it
gives a thorough overview of current literature while encouraging further reading and discussion … this is a
most successful addition to the work on ancient sexuality and comes at a time when sexuality is becoming
such a popular research topic.” Scholia: Studies in Classical Antiquity

"More than twenty years of researching and teaching sex and gender in antiquity, on both Greek and Roman
topics, makes Marilyn Skinner an ideal candidate to write the first textbook-style survey of the subject ... I
already look forward to the possibility of future editions." Bryn Mawr Classical Review

“Elegantly written and skillfully argued, Sexuality in Greek and Roman Culture brilliantly conveys the
complexity of ancient attitudes towards sexuality and gender and the modern debates they have engendered.
This book is comprehensive yet concise, theoretically sophisticated and yet accessible for an undergraduate
reader.” Laura McClure, University of Wisconsin, Madison

"For several reasons this book may be considered a masterpiece ... The book is eminently readable, with the
occasional good sense of humour. Moreover it is an outstanding example of integrated scholarship, aptly
covering literary, epigraphical and papyrological source material as well as iconographical evidence ... and
comparitive material with reference to contemporary issues." Les Etudes Classiques

“Written in a clear, engaging style that is enlivened with many touches of wit and humour, and, in addition,
extremely well organized – a great challenge given the complexity of the subject.”
Beert Verstraete
Department of Classics
Acadia University

“A cultural history of ancient sexuality that is necessary reading for classicists wanting an introduction to
this relatively new field, but also of interest to specialists outside classics because of her concern to
demonstrate how constructions of ancient sexuality are similar to, yet different from, modern western
conceptions of sex and gender.”
Journal of the Classical Association of Canada

Review

“My upper-level students enjoyed Skinner's frank and engaging style, and appreciated her ability to navigate



through contentious theoretical issues with discretion and clarity. The new features of the second edition
further increase the value of what is by far the best survey of the subject available.”
Anthony Corbeill, University of Kansas

“This book delivers but also exceeds what I'd hoped for in the second edition.  In addition to an updated text
and bibliography positioning the book in relation to scholarly developments, Skinner has added textboxes to
stimulate class debate, and end-of-chapter ‘discussion prompts’ to encourage students’ reflection upon our
relationship with/estrangement from ancient sexuality.”
Susan Deacy, University of Roehampton

“Skinner’s revised and expanded second edition increases the chief pleasure of her first—to see a true
scholar at work, formidably informed. Her scope of erudition embraces all manner of ancient testimony,
from Greek romances to gravestones.”
Micaela Janan, Duke University

“Thoroughly revised and with new sections and illustrations in each chapter, this book remains a landmark
study of a complex yet fascinating subject. Written by a global authority in the field, it delivers rigorous, up-
to-date scholarship in a style appealing to the non-specialist reader.”
Konstantinos P. Nikoloutsos, Saint Joseph's University 

“A breathtaking synthesis of cutting edge research, this superb second edition of Skinner's magisterial
overview of ancient sexuality combines sophistication with accessibility and remains an indispensable
resource for students, teachers, and scholars.”
Yurie Hong, Gustavus Adolphus College

From the Back Cover
Sexuality in Greek and Roman Culture is the first comprehensive survey of ancient Greek and Roman
sexuality. Drawing on literary, artistic, and archaeological evidence, as well as on scholarly sources, it covers
a wide range of subjects, including Greek pederasty and the symposium, ancient prostitution, representations
of women in Greece and Rome, and the public regulation of sexual behavior. Different class and gender
perspectives are taken into account as far as they can be recovered.

The book also introduces the bitter theoretical battles that have been fought over ancient sexuality,
particularly regarding what ancient societies believed about sex and sexual orientation. The author draws
comparisons between ancient sexual ideology and contemporary culture, encouraging readers to understand
the relationship between social institutions and personal sexual conduct. Designed for a general audience,
Sexuality in Greek and Roman Culture is written in an elegant and accessible style. It offers sophisticated
insights into complex social issues.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jack Unger:

Here thing why this kind of Sexuality in Greek and Roman Culture (Ancient Cultures) are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer



which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Sexuality in Greek and Roman Culture (Ancient Cultures)
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no
reserve that similar with Sexuality in Greek and Roman Culture (Ancient Cultures). It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method
home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Sexuality in
Greek and Roman Culture (Ancient Cultures) in e-book can be your alternative.

Guillermo Behler:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Sexuality in Greek and Roman Culture
(Ancient Cultures) book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Hazel Fletcher:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of various ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Sexuality in Greek and Roman Culture (Ancient Cultures), you may tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Shirley Bishop:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more
time to be go through. Sexuality in Greek and Roman Culture (Ancient Cultures) can be your answer as it
can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.
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