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Controversies abound in studies of Edgar Allan Poe. From the time of his death
well into the twentieth century, partisans debated the issue of his character: was
he an alcoholic? drug addict? pathological liar? necrophile? In the 1920s and 30s,
psychoanalytic critics sought to divorce the study of Poe from Victorian moral
concerns but in the process made scandalous claims by linking Poe's dream-like
stories to his personality. The status of Poe's literary productions was similarly
disputed; dismissed by the New Critics but championed by poets such as William
Carlos Williams and Allen Tate. Recent scholars have debated the meaning and
significance of Poe's representations of race, class, and gender, often returning to
the character issue: how racist and misogynist was he, and how important are
those questions to understanding his work? Finally, how have the seemingly
countless plays, films, novels, comic books, and pop music experiments based on
his image and works intertwined with academic study of Poe? This book
examines these and other controversies, shedding light on broader issues of
canon formation, the role of biography in literary study, and the importance of
integrating various, even conflicting interpretations into one's own reading of a
literary work. This book will be of great interest to Poe scholars, both those who
have been a part of the literary battles described above and newcomers to the
field who can use the book as a guide to the field of Poe studies, and to all those
interested in Poe and his work.BR>
Winner of the Poe Studies Association's 2004 Patrick F. Quinn Award for a
Distinguished Book of Poe Scholarship
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Editorial Review

Review
Peeples, president of the Poe Studies Association in the United States, chooses a perfect framework for a
study of Poe. Poe did not really become the Poe we know until after his death. Peeples expertly examines
responses to Poe's writings as well as his life in the century and a half since his death. His chapter on Poe's
death, and the way it has been perceived, stands among the very best texts on the subject. --The Guardian

Poe is probably the US's most well-known and misunderstood author. This book helps readers see the forces
contributing to his complexity. --Choice

If any study can achieve the goal of reaching all possible readers interested in knowing what has gone on in
Poe studies, this one will do the job. --American Literature

About the Author
Scott Peeples is Associate Professor of English at the College of Charleston.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sarah Ruff:

Within other case, little folks like to read book The Afterlife of Edgar Allan Poe (Literary Criticism in
Perspective). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important any book The Afterlife of Edgar Allan Poe (Literary Criticism in Perspective). You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book
or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's study.

Noel Stevens:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people
in the world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Afterlife of Edgar Allan Poe (Literary
Criticism in Perspective). All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.



Harold Young:

Beside this The Afterlife of Edgar Allan Poe (Literary Criticism in Perspective) in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge
you can got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have The Afterlife of Edgar Allan Poe (Literary Criticism in Perspective)
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what
it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss
it? Find this book along with read it from right now!

Joshua White:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Afterlife of Edgar Allan Poe (Literary
Criticism in Perspective) was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The
Afterlife of Edgar Allan Poe (Literary Criticism in Perspective) has many kinds or category. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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