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The Last Day of a Condemned Man (French: Le Dernier Jour d'un Condamné) is
a short novel by Victor Hugo first published in 1829. The novel recounts the
thoughts of a man condemned to die. Victor Hugo wrote this novel to express his
feelings that the death penalty should be abolished.

At the head of the earlier editions of this work, published at first without the
name of the author, there was nothing but the following lines.

“There are two ways of accounting for the existence of this work. Either there
really has been found a bundle of yellow, ragged, papers, on which were
inscribed, exactly as they came, the last thoughts of a wretched being; or else
there has been a man, a dreamer, occupied in observing nature for the advantage
of art, a philosopher, a poet, who, having been seized with these forcible ideas,
could not rest until he had given them the tangible form of a volume. Of these
two explanations, the reader will choose that which he prefers.”

As is seen, at the time when this book was first published, the author did not
deem fit to give publicity to the full extent of his thoughts. He preferred waiting
to see whether the work would be fully understood. It has been. The author may
now, therefore, unmask the political and social ideas, which he wished to render
popular under this harmless literary guise. He avows openly, that The Last Day
of a Condemned is only a pleading, direct or indirect, as is preferred, for the
abolition of the penalty of death. His design herein and what he would wish
posterity to see in his work, if its attention should ever be given to so slight a
production, is, not to make out the special defense of any particular criminal,
such defense being transitory as it is easy; he would plead generally and
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permanently for all accused persons, present and future; it is the great point of
human right, stated and pleaded before society at large, that highest judicial
court; it is the sombre and fatal question which breathes obscurely in the depths
of each capital offense, under the triple envelopes of pathos in which legal
eloquence wraps them; it is the question of life and death, I say, laid bare,
denuded and despoiled of the sonorous twistings of the bar, revealed in daylight,
and placed where it should be seen; in its true and hideous position, not in the
law courts, but on the scaffold, not among the judges, but with the executioner!

This is what he has desired to effect. If futurity should award him the glory of
having succeeded, which he dares not hope, he desires no other crown.
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From reader reviews:

Molly Maldonado:

The book The Last Day of a Condemned Man: Le Dernier Jour d'un Condamne can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book The Last Day of a
Condemned Man: Le Dernier Jour d'un Condamne? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book The Last Day of a Condemned Man: Le Dernier Jour d'un Condamne has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

John Day:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Last Day of a
Condemned Man: Le Dernier Jour d'un Condamne, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you
still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still
don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Barry Altman:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The The Last Day of a Condemned Man: Le Dernier Jour d'un Condamne provide you with
new experience in studying a book.

Pamela Postma:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their



hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful pictures on
there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this The Last Day of a Condemned Man: Le Dernier Jour d'un Condamne can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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