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How does one go about organizing something as complicated as a strategic-
missile or space-exploration program? Stephen B. Johnson here explores the
answer-systems management-in a groundbreaking study that involves Air Force
planners, scientists, technical specialists, and, eventually, bureaucrats. Taking a
comparative approach, Johnson focuses on the theory, or intellectual history, of
"systems engineering" as such, its origins in the Air Force's Cold War ICBM
efforts, and its migration to not only NASA but the European Space Agency.
Exploring the history and politics of aerospace development and weapons
procurement, Johnson examines how scientists and engineers created the systems
management process to coordinate large-scale technology development, and how
managers and military officers gained control of that process. "Those funding the
race demanded results", Johnson explains. "In response, development
organizations created what few expected and what even fewer wanted-a
bureaucracy for innovation. To begin to understand this apparent contradiction in
terms, we must first understand the exacting nature of space technologies and the
concerns of those who create them".
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How does one go about organizing something as complicated as a strategic-missile or space-exploration
program? Stephen B. Johnson here explores the answer-systems management-in a groundbreaking study that
involves Air Force planners, scientists, technical specialists, and, eventually, bureaucrats. Taking a
comparative approach, Johnson focuses on the theory, or intellectual history, of "systems engineering" as
such, its origins in the Air Force's Cold War ICBM efforts, and its migration to not only NASA but the
European Space Agency. Exploring the history and politics of aerospace development and weapons
procurement, Johnson examines how scientists and engineers created the systems management process to
coordinate large-scale technology development, and how managers and military officers gained control of
that process. "Those funding the race demanded results", Johnson explains. "In response, development
organizations created what few expected and what even fewer wanted-a bureaucracy for innovation. To
begin to understand this apparent contradiction in terms, we must first understand the exacting nature of
space technologies and the concerns of those who create them".
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Editorial Review

Review

Soundly based on the secondary literature and on archival research in the United States and Europe and
provides an excellent overview of the topic within Johnson's chosen boundaries... I can highly recommend
Johnson's book to historians of both the Cold War military and civilian space programs.

(Journal of Military History)

Johnson has been inspired by engineering to write good history.

(Jon Agar British Journal for the History of Science)

This is a wonderful story and a great book. The issue is of maximum importance today, since NASA and
other high-tech operations are replacing systems management with 'faster, better, cheaper' approaches to
space flight, with decidedly mixed results. Skillfully interweaving technical details and fascinating
personalities, Johnson tells the history of systems management in the U.S. and Europe. It is a very important
work.

(Howard McCurdy, author of Inside NASA)

A book for general readers interested in business and management issues in the space program.

(Choice)

Johnson's in-depth, nuts-and-bolts manual sheds much light on a seldom studied secret of our recent space
history.

(Space Review)

Well written and engaging in style.

(Satellite Evolution Group)

From the Publisher
"This is a wonderful story and a great book. The issue is of maximum importance today, since NASA and
other high-tech operations are replacing systems management with 'faster, better, cheaper' approaches to
space flight, with decidedly mixed results. Skillfully interweaving technical details and fascinating
personalities, Johnson tells the history of systems management in the U.S. and Europe. It is a very important
work."—Howard McCurdy, author of Inside NASA

About the Author



Stephen B. Johnson  is an associate professor of space studies at the University of North Dakota.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Terri Wiggins:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book The Secret of Apollo: Systems
Management in American and European Space Programs (New Series in NASA History) will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of
you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Michael Rodiguez:

The book The Secret of Apollo: Systems Management in American and European Space Programs (New
Series in NASA History) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must
we leave the good thing like a book The Secret of Apollo: Systems Management in American and European
Space Programs (New Series in NASA History)? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one
aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book The Secret of Apollo: Systems Management in American and European Space Programs (New Series
in NASA History) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
look the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Maurice Neely:

The book with title The Secret of Apollo: Systems Management in American and European Space Programs
(New Series in NASA History) has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after
read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world.
This book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone,
so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Georgia Evans:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book The Secret of Apollo: Systems Management in American
and European Space Programs (New Series in NASA History) was multi-colored and of course has pictures
on the website. As we know that book The Secret of Apollo: Systems Management in American and
European Space Programs (New Series in NASA History) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill



out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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