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A pioneering study of a unique narrative form, Words about Pictures examines
the special qualities of picture books?books intended to educate or tell stories to
young children. Drawing from a number of aesthetic and literary sources, Perry
Nodelman explores the ways in which the interplay of the verbal and visual
aspects of picture books conveys more narrative information and stimulation than
either medium could achieve alone. Moving from "baby" books, alphabet books,
and word books to such well-known children's picture books as Nancy Ekholm
Burkert's Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, Gerald McDermott's Arrow to the
Sun, Maurice Sendak's Where the Wild Things Are, and Chris Van Allsburg's The
Garden of Abdul Gasazi, Nodelman reveals how picture-book narrative is
affected by the exclusively visual information of picture-book design and
illustration as well as by the relationships between pictures and their
complementary texts.
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A pioneering study of a unique narrative form, Words about Pictures examines the special qualities of
picture books?books intended to educate or tell stories to young children. Drawing from a number of
aesthetic and literary sources, Perry Nodelman explores the ways in which the interplay of the verbal and
visual aspects of picture books conveys more narrative information and stimulation than either medium
could achieve alone. Moving from "baby" books, alphabet books, and word books to such well-known
children's picture books as Nancy Ekholm Burkert's Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, Gerald McDermott's
Arrow to the Sun, Maurice Sendak's Where the Wild Things Are, and Chris Van Allsburg's The Garden of
Abdul Gasazi, Nodelman reveals how picture-book narrative is affected by the exclusively visual
information of picture-book design and illustration as well as by the relationships between pictures and their
complementary texts.
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Editorial Review

Review

A brilliant, almost overwhelming study that treats Maurice Sendak and Trina Schart Hyman with the same
attention to detail and nuance that Wayne Booth gives Jane Austen in The Rhetoric of Fiction. . . . An
exceptionally rich book, Words About Pictures asks you to think and read and look and look again. It will
open your eyes.

(Washington Post Book World)

Thoughtful and thought provoking, Nodelman's discussion ranges over topics such as the ways pictures
communicate information, style as meaning, the contextual meaning of visual objects, irony, and rhythms of
narrative.

(Booklist)

Nodelman brings the disciplines of psychology and art history, of semiotics and reader-response theory, as
well as insights from an eclectic cadre of other disciplines to this book. Words About Pictures is the most
complete theoretical analysis of the genre.

(Wilson Library Bulletin)

Words About Pictures is an excellent reference book for critics, scholars and others and perhaps the best
available study of the relationship between words and pictures in children's picture books.

(One Minute Book Reviews)

About the Author
Perry Nodelman is a professor of English at the University of Winnipeg. He is the author of "The Pleasures
of Children's Literature," an introduction to literary and theoretical approaches to children's literature
recently released in a new third edition written in collaboration with Mavis Reimer. He has also published
three novels for young adults and, in collaboration with Carol Matas, the young adult Fantasies in the Minds
series.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gail Tate:

This Words about Pictures: The Narrative Art of Children's Picture Books book is absolutely not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot



of information you will get. This specific Words about Pictures: The Narrative Art of Children's Picture
Books without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Words about Pictures: The Narrative Art of Children's Picture Books can
bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in
your lovely laptop even phone. This Words about Pictures: The Narrative Art of Children's Picture Books
having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Christopher Levi:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Words about Pictures: The
Narrative Art of Children's Picture Books is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Michael Hale:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Words about Pictures: The Narrative Art of Children's
Picture Books why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Brandon Justice:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source which filled
update of news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a
person. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book,
fresh and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just trying to find the Words about Pictures: The Narrative Art of Children's Picture Books
when you needed it?
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