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Al-Qadi a-Nu?man was the chief legal theorist and ideologue of the North
African Fatimid dynasty in the tenth century. This translation makes availablein
English for the first time his major work on Islamic legal theory, which presents
alegal model in support of the Fatimids' principle of legitimate rule over the
Islamic community. Composed as part of a grand project to establish the
theoretical bases of the official Fatimid legal school, Disagreements of the Jurists
expounds a distinctly Shi? system of hermeneutics, which refutes the methods of
legal interpretation adopted by Sunni jurists.

The work begins with adiscussion of the historical causes of jurisprudential
divergence in the first Isamic centuries, and goes on to address, point by point,
the specific interpretive methods of Sunni legal theory, arguing that they are both
illegitimate and ineffective. While its immediate mission isto pave the
foundation of the legal 1sma?ili tradition, the text also preserves several Islamic
legal theoretical works no longer extant—including Ibn Dawud’s manual, al-
Wusul ila ma?rifat al-usul—and thus throws light on a critical stagein the
historical development of 1dlamic legal theory (usul al-figh) that would otherwise
belost to history.
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tenth century. This tranglation makes available in English for the first time his major work on Islamic legal
theory, which presents alegal model in support of the Fatimids' principle of legitimate rule over the ISlamic
community. Composed as part of agrand project to establish the theoretical bases of the official Fatimid
legal school, Disagreements of the Jurists expounds a distinctly Shi? system of hermeneutics, which refutes
the methods of legal interpretation adopted by Sunni jurists.

The work begins with adiscussion of the historical causes of jurisprudential divergence in the first ISlamic
centuries, and goes on to address, point by point, the specific interpretive methods of Sunni legal theory,
arguing that they are both illegitimate and ineffective. While its immediate mission is to pave the foundation
of thelegal Isma?ili tradition, the text also preserves several Islamic legal theoretical works no longer
extant—including Ibn Dawud’s manual, al-Wusul ila ma?rifat al-usul—and thus throws light on a critical
stage in the historical development of Islamic legal theory (usul al-figh) that would otherwise be lost to
history.
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Editorial Review

Review
“This book will be useful especially to those who are interested in the history of law and secondarily those
who are interested in the history of the FaZimids.” -Speculum

About the Author

Al-Qadi al-Nu?man (d. 364 H/974 AD) was born in Tunisiaand joined the service of the Fatimidsin 313
H/925 AD, eventually rising to the position of supreme judge. As the most important jurist and legal author
of the Fatimid Empire, his work founded Isma?ili law as adiscipline.

Devin J. Stewart is Associate Professor of Arabic and Islamic Studies at Emory University. He has written
on the Quran, Shii Islam, and Islamic legal education.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Katherine Sorenson:

The book Disagreements of the Jurists: A Manua of Islamic Lega Theory (Library of Arabic Literature) can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing
like abook Disagreements of the Jurists: A Manual of Islamic Legal Theory (Library of Arabic Literature)?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many info for

us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that,
you can give for each other; you are able to share al of these. Book Disagreements of the Jurists: A Manual
of Islamic Legal Theory (Library of Arabic Literature) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great
and massive function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it
is very wonderful.

Della McDonald:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Disagreements of the Jurists: A Manual
of Idamic Legal Theory (Library of Arabic Literature) iskind of publication which is giving the reader
unstable experience.



Ernest Poole;

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the update information of year in order to year. Aswe know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. From the book Disagreements of the Jurists. A Manual of Islamic Legal Theory (Library of
Arabic Literature) we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative
person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt
to change your life with that book Disagreements of the Jurists: A Manual of Islamic Legal Theory (Library
of Arabic Literature). Y ou can more attractive than now.

CharlesGray:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from abook. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. With
this modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
Y ou can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just seeking the Disagreements of the Jurists: A Manual of Islamic Legal Theory (Library of
Arabic Literature) when you essential it?
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