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This engaging case study of Salasaca, a village in highland Ecuador, examines
indigenous beliefs about writing, such as Day of the Dead name lists,
comparisons with weaving, and a witch who kills people listed in his book of
names. Magical Writing in Salasaca demonstrates that these beliefs reflect
extensive contact with birth certificates, baptism records, and other church and
state documents. Wogan's inquiry into the place of literacy in the Salasacas'
worldview provides a nuanced look at the power relations between elites and
nonelite villagers, at the same time that it imparts an empathetic understanding of
alternative ways of viewing ostensibly familiar aspects of the world. Magical
Writing in Salasaca will appeal to anyone interested in anthropology, literacy,
power, or Latin America.
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This engaging case study of Salasaca, a village in highland Ecuador, examines indigenous beliefs about
writing, such as Day of the Dead name lists, comparisons with weaving, and a witch who kills people listed
in his book of names. Magical Writing in Salasaca demonstrates that these beliefs reflect extensive contact
with birth certificates, baptism records, and other church and state documents. Wogan's inquiry into the place
of literacy in the Salasacas' worldview provides a nuanced look at the power relations between elites and
nonelite villagers, at the same time that it imparts an empathetic understanding of alternative ways of
viewing ostensibly familiar aspects of the world. Magical Writing in Salasaca will appeal to anyone
interested in anthropology, literacy, power, or Latin America.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Peter Wogan is assistant professor of anthropology at Willamette University .

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Crystal Sanchez:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Magical Writing In Salasaca: Literacy And Power In
Highland Ecuador (Westview Case Studies in Anthropology). You can choose the best book if you love
reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book Magical Writing In Salasaca: Literacy
And Power In Highland Ecuador (Westview Case Studies in Anthropology). You can add knowledge and of
course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Richard Delarosa:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. For
you who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Magical Writing In Salasaca: Literacy
And Power In Highland Ecuador (Westview Case Studies in Anthropology) book as beginner and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

James Fitzgibbons:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Magical Writing In Salasaca: Literacy And Power In
Highland Ecuador (Westview Case Studies in Anthropology) as your daily resource information.



Valerie Herrera:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. With
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Magical Writing In Salasaca: Literacy And Power In Highland Ecuador (Westview Case
Studies in Anthropology) when you necessary it?
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