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Sovereignty is at the very centre of the political and legal arrangements of the
modern world. The idea originated in the controversies and wars, both religious
and political, of 16th and 17th century Europe and since that time it has
continued to spread and evolve. Today sovereignty is a global system of
authority: it extends across all religions, civilizations, languages, cultures, ethnic
and racial groupings, and other collectivities into which humanity is divided.

In this highly accessible book, Robert Jackson provides a concise and
comprehensive introduction to the history and meaning of sovereignty. Drawing
on a wide range of examples from the US Declaration of Independence to
terrorist attacks of 9/11 he shows how sovereignty operates in our daily lives and
analyses the issues raised by its universality and centrality in the organization of
the world. The book covers core topics such as the discourse of sovereignty, the
global expansion of sovereignty, the rise of popular sovereignty, and the
relationship between sovereignty and human rights. It concludes by examining
future challenges facing sovereignty in an era of globalization.

This interdisciplinary study will be of interest to a wide range of students,
academics and general readers who seek to understand this fundamental concept
of the modern world.
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Sovereignty is at the very centre of the political and legal arrangements of the modern world. The idea
originated in the controversies and wars, both religious and political, of 16th and 17th century Europe and
since that time it has continued to spread and evolve. Today sovereignty is a global system of authority: it
extends across all religions, civilizations, languages, cultures, ethnic and racial groupings, and other
collectivities into which humanity is divided.

In this highly accessible book, Robert Jackson provides a concise and comprehensive introduction to the
history and meaning of sovereignty. Drawing on a wide range of examples from the US Declaration of
Independence to terrorist attacks of 9/11 he shows how sovereignty operates in our daily lives and analyses
the issues raised by its universality and centrality in the organization of the world. The book covers core
topics such as the discourse of sovereignty, the global expansion of sovereignty, the rise of popular
sovereignty, and the relationship between sovereignty and human rights. It concludes by examining future
challenges facing sovereignty in an era of globalization.

This interdisciplinary study will be of interest to a wide range of students, academics and general readers
who seek to understand this fundamental concept of the modern world.
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Editorial Review

Review
“A strong, coherent and logical narrative ... Its lucid and cogent approach makes it highly useful to those new
to the subject and its substantial arguments will stimulate those who are more advanced.”
International Affairs

“Sovereignty is a systematic survey of the history of an idea. It accomplishes the ambitious task of
untangling the often conflated concepts of authority, supremacy, independence and power from sovereignty.
As such, it is a must-have for researchers and teachers concerned with understanding the development of
independent, sovereign states.”
David A. Armstrong, Nuffield College, Oxford

“Sovereignty is the great survivor among modern political concepts. Its death – and the retreat of the State
and society of states that it supports – have often been foretold. Yet they persist. In this penetrating and
elegantly written book Robert Jackson explains why. It will be indispensable reading for all students of
politics and international relations.”
James Mayall, Centre of International Studies, Cambridge

“Historically grounded and philosophically rich, Jackson’s examination of sovereignty will take a deserved
place among the primary works on this foundational concept of international politics. In illustrating how the
practices and institutions of sovereignty retain their vitality, he also demonstrates the freshness and cogency
of his own thought.”
David Clinton, Baylor University

From the Back Cover
Sovereignty is at the very centre of the political and legal arrangements of the modern world. The idea
originated in the controversies and wars, both religious and political, of 16th and 17th century Europe and
since that time it has continued to spread and evolve. Today sovereignty is a global system of authority: it
extends across all religions, civilizations, languages, cultures, ethnic and racial groupings, and other
collectivities into which humanity is divided.

In this highly accessible book, Robert Jackson provides a concise and comprehensive introduction to the
history and meaning of sovereignty. Drawing on a wide range of examples from the US Declaration of
Independence to terrorist attacks of 9/11 he shows how sovereignty operates in our daily lives and analyses
the issues raised by its universality and centrality in the organization of the world. The book covers core
topics such as the discourse of sovereignty, the global expansion of sovereignty, the rise of popular
sovereignty, and the relationship between sovereignty and human rights. It concludes by examining future
challenges facing sovereignty in an era of globalization.

This interdisciplinary study will be of interest to a wide range of students, academics and general readers
who seek to understand this fundamental concept of the modern world.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marvin Boyer:

This Sovereignty: The Evolution of an Idea (Key Concepts) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. That Sovereignty: The Evolution of an Idea (Key Concepts) without we
comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being
worry Sovereignty: The Evolution of an Idea (Key Concepts) can bring any time you are and not make your
carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell
phone. This Sovereignty: The Evolution of an Idea (Key Concepts) having great arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Glenn Bail:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
sense happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Sovereignty: The Evolution of an
Idea (Key Concepts) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Daniel Bryant:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Sovereignty: The Evolution of an Idea (Key
Concepts), you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-
out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.

Brent Campbell:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
personally is Sovereignty: The Evolution of an Idea (Key Concepts) this e-book consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world



has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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