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Out of colonial Natchitoches, in northwestern Louisiana, emerged a sophisticated
and affluent community founded by a family of freed slaves. Their plantations
eventually encompassed 18,000 fertile acres, which they tilled alongside
hundreds of their own bondsmen. Furnishings of quality and taste graced their
homes, and private tutors educated their children. Cultured, deeply religious, and
highly capable, Cane River's Creoles of color enjoyed economic privileges but
led politically constricted lives. Like their white neighbors, they publicly
supported the Confederacy and suffered the same depredations of war and
political and social uncertainties of Reconstruction. Unlike white Creoles,
however, they did not recover amid cycles of Redeemer and Jim Crow politics.

First published in 1977, The Forgotten People offers a socioeconomic history of
this widely publicized but also highly romanticized community -- a minority
group that fit no stereotypes, refused all outside labels, and still struggles to
explain its identity in a world mystified by Creolism.

Now revised and significantly expanded, this time-honored work revisits Cane
River's "forgotten people" and incorporates new findings and insight gleaned
across thirty-five years of further research. This new edition provides a nuanced
portrayal of the lives of Creole slaves and the roles allowed to freed people of
color, tackling issues of race, gender, and slave holding by former slaves. The
Forgotten People corrects misassumptions about the origin of key properties in
the Cane River National Heritage Area and demonstrates how historians
reconstruct the lives of the enslaved, the impoverished, and the disenfranchised.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Gary B. Mills (1944-2002) grew up on a rice plantation in the Mississippi Delta but visited Cane River often
in his youth and adopted it personally and professionally in adulthood. From 1976 until his death, he was a
professor of history at the University of Alabama.

Elizabeth Shown Mills is an independent scholar and the author of numerous works on Louisiana history
and research methodology, including Isle of Canes and Evidence Explained, named byLibrary Journal as a
2007 Best Reference book

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Benjamin French:

This The Forgotten People: Cane River's Creoles of Color are reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Forgotten People: Cane River's Creoles of Color can
be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through
food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is
actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this The Forgotten People: Cane River's Creoles of Color forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So ,
let's have it and revel in reading.

Peggy Young:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
wide range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is The Forgotten People: Cane River's Creoles of Color.

Beth Sanders:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying The Forgotten People: Cane
River's Creoles of Color that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of



you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick The Forgotten People: Cane River's
Creoles of Color become your own personal starter.

Shantel McCary:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be The Forgotten People: Cane River's Creoles
of Color why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.
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