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"Church is not a meeting you attend or a place you enter," write pastors Tim
Chester and Steve Timmis. "It's an identity that is ours in Christ. An identity that
shapes the whole of life so that life and mission become 'total church.'" With that
as their premise, they emphasize two overarching principles to govern the
practice of church and mission: being gospel-centered and being community-
centered. When these principles take precedence, say the authors, the truth of the
Word is upheld, the mission of the gospel is carried out, and the priority of
relationships is practiced in radical ways. The church becomes not just another
commitment to juggle but a 24/7 lifestyle where programs, big events, and
teaching from one person take a backseat to sharing lives, reaching out, and
learning about God together.

In Total Church, Chester and Timmis first outline the biblical case for making
gospel and community central and then apply this dual focus to evangelism,
social involvement, church planting, world missions, discipleship, pastoral care,
spirituality, theology, apologetics, youth and children's work. As this insightful
book calls the body of Christ to rethink its perspective and practice of church, it
charts a middle path between the emerging church movement and conservative
evangelicalism that all believers will find helpful.
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"Church is not a meeting you attend or a place you enter," write pastors Tim Chester and Steve Timmis. "It's
an identity that is ours in Christ. An identity that shapes the whole of life so that life and mission become
'total church.'" With that as their premise, they emphasize two overarching principles to govern the practice
of church and mission: being gospel-centered and being community-centered. When these principles take
precedence, say the authors, the truth of the Word is upheld, the mission of the gospel is carried out, and the
priority of relationships is practiced in radical ways. The church becomes not just another commitment to
juggle but a 24/7 lifestyle where programs, big events, and teaching from one person take a backseat to
sharing lives, reaching out, and learning about God together.

In Total Church, Chester and Timmis first outline the biblical case for making gospel and community central
and then apply this dual focus to evangelism, social involvement, church planting, world missions,
discipleship, pastoral care, spirituality, theology, apologetics, youth and children's work. As this insightful
book calls the body of Christ to rethink its perspective and practice of church, it charts a middle path
between the emerging church movement and conservative evangelicalism that all believers will find helpful.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Challenging, passionate and insightful. Here is a vision of a whole-life, whole-mission 'Total Church' that
embraces both gospel and community."
—Chris Stoddard, Director, Reaching The Unchurched Network

"Here is radical, punchy teaching that provokes, stimulates, challenges, and inspires."
—Vaughan Roberts, Rector of St Ebbe’s, Oxford, England; Director, The Proclamation Trust; author,
God's Big Picture

"Total Church digs deep and provides a solid biblical foundation for what it advocates. The argument of the
book is very compelling and at the same time very practical."
—David W. Jones, Associate Professor of Christian Ethics, Coordinator of ThM and Thesis Studies,
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary; author, Reforming the Morality of Usury

"Written not by armchair experts but by hands-on practitioners, Total Church explores what it means in
practice to be both gospel-centered and community-centered. This would be an excellent book to give to
your leaders, and to the wider church membership, to provoke discussion and prompt change."
—Peter J. Grainger, Senior Minister, Charlotte Chapel, Edinburgh

"Reformed theology and new ways of being church are often regarded as incompatible notions. In this book
Tim Chester and Steve Timmis aim to bring the two together in a way that they believe will help church
leaders identify ways of relating a conservative theology to the culture, without compromising dearly held
principles."
—John Drane, Freelance Consultant to churches in the UK; Professor of Practical Theology, Fuller
Seminary, California

About the Author

Tim Chester (PhD, University of Wales) is a pastor of Grace Church, Boroughbridge, and curriculum
director of the Acts 29-Oak Hill Academy, which provides integrated theological and missional training for
church leaders. He is the coauthor of Total Church and is the author of over thirty books, including You Can
Change, A Meal with Jesus, and Good News to the Poor.

Steve Timmis (MA, University of Sheffield) is the executive director of Acts 29 and lead pastor at the
Crowded House in Sheffield, United Kingdom. He is the author or coauthor of several books. Steve and his
wife, Janet, have four adult children and multiple grandchildren.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Kate Sutton:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Total Church: A Radical Reshaping around Gospel and
Community (Re: Lit Books).

Daniel Rhoads:

The book untitled Total Church: A Radical Reshaping around Gospel and Community (Re: Lit Books)
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is
very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can read this
book because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it.
Have a nice learn.

Dixie Love:

This Total Church: A Radical Reshaping around Gospel and Community (Re: Lit Books) is fresh way for
you who has intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this Total
Church: A Radical Reshaping around Gospel and Community (Re: Lit Books) can be the light food for
yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think
that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in
reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So ,
don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Dora Bair:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes reading, not
only science book and also novel and Total Church: A Radical Reshaping around Gospel and Community
(Re: Lit Books) or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science book,
any other book likes Total Church: A Radical Reshaping around Gospel and Community (Re: Lit Books) to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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