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Popular music is far more than just songs we listen to; its meanings are also in
album covers, lyrics, subcultures, voices and video soundscapes. Like language
these elements can be used to communicate complex cultural ideas, values,
concepts and identities.

Analysing Popular Music is a lively look at the semiotic resources found in the
sounds, visuals and words that comprise the 'code book' of popular music. It
explains exactly how popular music comes to mean so much. Packed with
examples, exercises and a glossary, this book provides the reader with the
knowledge and skills they need to carry out their own analyses of songs,
soundtracks, lyrics and album covers.

Written for students with no prior musical knowledge, Analysing Popular
Music is the perfect toolkit for students in sociology, media and communication
studies to analyse, understand - and celebrate - popular music.
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Popular music is far more than just songs we listen to; its meanings are also in album covers, lyrics,
subcultures, voices and video soundscapes. Like language these elements can be used to communicate
complex cultural ideas, values, concepts and identities.

Analysing Popular Music is a lively look at the semiotic resources found in the sounds, visuals and words
that comprise the 'code book' of popular music. It explains exactly how popular music comes to mean so
much. Packed with examples, exercises and a glossary, this book provides the reader with the knowledge and
skills they need to carry out their own analyses of songs, soundtracks, lyrics and album covers.

Written for students with no prior musical knowledge, Analysing Popular Music is the perfect toolkit for
students in sociology, media and communication studies to analyse, understand - and celebrate - popular
music.
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Editorial Review

Review
A definitive guide to issues of textual analysis, representation and semiotics in popular music. Informed,
instructive and refreshingly accessible; it boasts a host of original examples, exercises and invaluable
resources
Bill Osgerby
London Metropolitan University

David Machin has the gift of explaining complex ideas in clear and direct language that will engage students
and enrich their experience of music
Theo Van Leeuwen
University of Technology Sydney

A comprehensive and innovative addition to the literature on the analysis of popular music. Scholars and
students will find this an essential reference text for future work
Brian Longhurst
University of Salford

David Machin's book will be invaluable for anyone who wants to systematically analyse the way that popular
music is meaningful in the media. He provides clear, accurate, explanations of the ideas of other writers, and
sets out helpful approaches to analysing popular music as a modern form of visual and sound
communication. The book will now be on my recommended reading lists for both undergraduate and
postgraduate students
Tim Wall
Birmingham City University

In this innovative and invaluable book, David Machin has attempted to address the areas of representation,
textual analysis and semiotics in popular music. He presents complex ideas in a way that will be useful to
students of media, culture and communications and to any scholars with an interest in why music is made
meaningful but with no background in musicology... I would strongly recommend this book for any music
and media students, and for anyone with an interest in developing a deeper understanding of popular music
Martin James, Southampton Solent University
THE Textbook Guide



Equipped with theories, specific examples, detailed analysis and a useful and concise glossary, Machin's
Analysing Popular Music is a useful, practical and manageable toolkit for students with no prior musical
knowledge who are interested in multimodal discourse, and for students in sociology, media and
communication studies to analyse and appreciate popular music. (Haicui Zheng)

About the Author
David Machin is Lecturer in the Department of Media and Communication at the University of Leicester.
He is co-editor of the journal Social Semiotics and has written five other books, including Introduction to
Multimodal Analysis (Hodder, 2007), and News Production (Routledge, 2006), as well as co-editing the
Media Audiences major work with Barrie Gunter.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Miguel:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Analysing Popular Music: Image, Sound and Text.

Michael Watkins:

The book Analysing Popular Music: Image, Sound and Text gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through
a book Analysing Popular Music: Image, Sound and Text for being your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know
everything if you like open up and read a e-book Analysing Popular Music: Image, Sound and Text. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about
this reserve?

Donald Thomas:

The book Analysing Popular Music: Image, Sound and Text can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book
Analysing Popular Music: Image, Sound and Text? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve.
But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you
are able to share all of these. Book Analysing Popular Music: Image, Sound and Text has simple shape
however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and
read a book. So it is very wonderful.



Michael Robinson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Analysing Popular Music: Image, Sound and
Text or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you
feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other
book likes Analysing Popular Music: Image, Sound and Text to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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