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In an age when biodiversity isbeing lost at an unprecedented rate, it isvital that
floristic and faunistic information is up to date, reliable and easily accessible for
the formulation of effective conservation strategies. Electronic data management
and communication are transforming descriptive taxonomy radically, enhancing
both the collection and dissemination of crucial data on biodiversity. Thisvolume
iswritten by scientists at the forefront of current devel opments of floras and
faunas, along with specialists from applied user groups. The chapters review
novel methods of research, development and dissemination, which aim to
maximise the relevance and impact of data. Regional case studies are used to
illustrate the outputs and impacts of taxonomic research. Integrated approaches
are presented which have the capacity to accelerate the production of floras and
faunas and to better serve the needs of awidening audience.
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In an age when biodiversity is being lost at an unprecedented rate, it is vital that floristic and faunistic
information is up to date, reliable and easily accessible for the formulation of effective conservation
strategies. Electronic data management and communication are transforming descriptive taxonomy radicaly,
enhancing both the collection and dissemination of crucial data on biodiversity. This volume iswritten by
scientists at the forefront of current developments of floras and faunas, along with specialists from applied
user groups. The chapters review novel methods of research, development and dissemination, which aim to
maximise the relevance and impact of data. Regional case studies are used to illustrate the outputs and
impacts of taxonomic research. Integrated approaches are presented which have the capacity to accelerate the
production of floras and faunas and to better serve the needs of a widening audience.
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Editorial Review

Review

"An informative collection of emerging issues and cutting-edge technology in taxonomy and biodiversity
assessment ... With contributions from 47 biodiversity and taxonomy expertsin the UK (plusthe US and
Ireland), the book describes the challenges related to communi cating taxonomy to a wider audience (e.g.,
through digital field guides); guiding the increased use of genetic information in both taxonomy and
conservation; and identifying taxonomic trends impacting biodiversity assessment and conservation. Clearly
the gap between taxonomists and conservationists can be closed through the movement toward digitization,
online access to collections and checklists, and open access and Creative Commons copyright practices...
This book will be particularly beneficial for researchers who develop or use assessment or monitoring tools."
A. L. Mayer, Choice

About the Author

Mark Watson is Head of the Mgjor Floras research programme at the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh
(RBGE), where he leads the Flora of Nepal team. He is ataxonomic botanist and expert in floristic research
in the Sino-Himalayan region, with over 23 years experience at RBGE in floristics, fieldwork and
biodiversity informatics.

Chris Lyal isaresearcher at the Natural History Museum in London, with over 40 years experience in insect
taxonomy, including fieldwork in many countries. He has worked on the digitisation of taxonomic literature
to address the 'taxonomic impediment' - the shortage of taxonomists and taxonomic tools that hinders work
in other areas of biodiversity research and management.

Colin Pendry is an editor for the Flora of Nepal based at RBGE. His background is in ecology, and for the
last 20 years he has worked as a plant taxonomist. He has extensive experience of fieldwork in the UK,
South East Asia, Latin America, the Caribbean and Nepal and is at the forefront of developmentsin RBGE's
fieldwork methods.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
David Ochoa:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be alife style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience happy
read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Descriptive Taxonomy: The
Foundation of Biodiversity Research (Systematics Association Special Volume Series) is kind of publication
which is giving the reader capricious experience.



Karole Standley:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. Y ou can
view that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to you
is Descriptive Taxonomy: The Foundation of Biodiversity Research (Systematics Association Special
Volume Series) this publication consist alot of the information of the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to
explainit is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. That iswhy
this book suitable all of you.

Mary Partee:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to have alook at some books. One of many booksin the top
listing in your reading list is actually Descriptive Taxonomy: The Foundation of Biodiversity Research
(Systematics Association Special Volume Series). Thisbook that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills
can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can
get many advantages.

Harrison Bowman:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you a so know
that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Descriptive Taxonomy:
The Foundation of Biodiversity Research (Systematics Association Special Volume Series).
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