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Cameron Walfe isthe quiet one in hisfamily, not a soccer star like his brother
Steve or acharming fighter with anew girl every week like his brother Rube.
Cam would give anything to be near one of those girls, to love her and treat her
right. He especially likes Rube's |atest, Octavia, with her brilliant ideas and bright
green eyes. But what woman like that would want aloser like him? Maybe
Octaviawould, Cam discovers. Maybe he'd even have something to say. And
those maybes change everything: winning, loving, losing, the Wolfe brothers,

and Cameron himself.

Fans of The Book Thief won't want to miss reading the novels that launched
Markus Zusak's stellar career.
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Cameron Wolfe is the quiet one in hisfamily, not a soccer star like his brother Steve or a charming fighter
with anew girl every week like his brother Rube. Cam would give anything to be near one of those girls, to
love her and treat her right. He especialy likes Rube's latest, Octavia, with her brilliant ideas and bright
green eyes. But what woman like that would want aloser like him? Maybe Octavia would, Cam discovers.
Maybe he'd even have something to say. And those maybes change everything: winning, loving, losing, the
Wolfe brothers, and Cameron himself.

Fans of The Book Thief won't want to miss reading the novels that launched Markus Zusak's stellar career.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Grade 8 Up-Cameron Wolfe, first introduced in Fighting Ruben Wolfe (Scholastic, 2001), wants a girlfriend.
He wants sex. He wants to separate himself from his brothers' shadow. He wants to find himself and be
something more than the underdog in the family. And he doesn't know how to go about getting what he
wants. He is attracted to a girl who treats him horribly so he stands outside her house at night, hoping for
glimpses of her. He likes his brother Ruben's girlfriend-and she treats him like a human being. When she and
Ruben break up, Octavia shows an interest in Cameron and even though his brother already has another
girlfriend, he beats up Cameron and Octaviawalks away. Ruben has some bigger problems, though, and
violenceis once again his method of solving them. However, thisis Cameron's story, and he discovers that
he is much more than he ever thought he could be. His sister is the first to recognize her brother's strengths
and helps give him the courage to face himself and his demons. The interaction of the charactersisareal
strength of thisnovel. It isastory of family dynamics and coming of age, interspersed with the protagonist's
poignant poems and observations. The book, which wasfirst published in Australia, should appeal to readers
who want strong male characters such as those in Chris Crutcher's books.

Janet Hilbun, formerly at Sam Houston Middle School, Garland, TX

Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Gr. 9-12. In this sequel to Fighting Ruben Woalfe (2001), the Wolfe family has settled into a kind of
"okayness." For Cameron's brother, Ruben, that means "one girl after another, one fight after another." Only
Cameron, who's in adolescence's high season, seems to feel restless and alone as he wanders the streets,
pines over disinterested girls, and begins to discover his passion for writing. Then Ruben brings home
beautiful Octavia, who, when Ruben predictably dumps her, surprises both brothers by turning to Cameron.
Zusak interrupts Cameron's first-person narrative with excerpts from Cameron's writing that, as does much
of the book, reads like what it's supposed to be: the words of a talented teenage writer, including some heavy
metaphors, self-consciously experimental style, and fresh, inventive images. The authentic emotion behind
the words and Cameron's raw experiences are powerful, and teens, especially boys, will easily connect with
Cameron's intense yearning to define himself within his family and to discover what romance is al about--to
explore, as he putsit, "the edges of words, the loyalty of blood, and the music of girls." Gillian Engberg
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books July/August 2003

Cam and his older brother, Rube (from Fighting Ruben Wolfe, BCCB 3101), return in this examination of
the nature of love, romantic and otherwise. Rube hasn't changed since the last book; he's till alove 'em and
leave 'em kind of guy. Cam, on the other hand, is figuring out the kind of guy he wantsto be, and it isn't
Ruben. Currently aloner ('Y ou're abit of alonely bastard aren't y'? his brother says), Cam is as desperate for
human contact as he is for an emotional outlet, and he finds that outlet through aform of self--expression
that is almost the antithesis of Rubc's bloody battles in the boxing ring. he writes. On scraps of paper he
keeps stuffed in his pockets, Cam evokes hisworld in smears of words that manifest hislonging. When Rube
and Octavia (a young woman Cam sees as a cut above the rest of Ruhe's previous girlfriends) break up, Cam
emerges from his solitude into aworld with Octaviain it; he reveas himself to her, and she has the
intelligence to welcome that revelation. Zusak rides his prose asif taming something wild, giving a sense of
Cam's emotional upheaval without losing control of the momentum and pace. Solid characterizations ground


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

the action, with Cam's personality artfully limned in afirst-person narrative interspersed with his own
writings; clipped staccato language, concrete and minimal, evokes the power and complexity of his
yearnings. The relationship between Rube and Cam is the cohesive element in anove that explores Cam's
growing, passionate connections to the world. Readers making their own connections, passionate and
otherwise, will revel in Cam's success. IMD

Booklist May 15 2003

In this sequel to Fighting Ruben Wolfe (2001), the Wolfe family has settled into akind of "okayness." For
Cameron's brother Ruben that means "one girl after another, one fight after another.” Only Cameron, who's-
in adolescence's high season, seemsto feel restless and alone as he wanders the streets, pines over
uninterested girls, and begins to discover his passion for writing. Then Ruben brings home beautiful Octavia,
who, when Ruben predictably dumps her, surprises both brothers by turning to Cameron. Zusak interrupts
Cameron's first-person narrative with excerpts from Cameron's writing that, as does much of the book, reads
like what it's supposed to be: the words of atalented teenage writer, including some heavy metaphors, self-
consciously experimental style, and fresh, inventive images. The authentic emotion behind the words and
Cameron's raw experiences are powerful, though, and teens, especially boys, will easily connect with
Cameron's intense yearning to define himself within his family and to discover what romance is all about-to
explore, as he putsit, "the edges of words, the loyalty of blood, and the music of girls."

(Middle Schooal, High School) Since Cameron and Ruben have quit boxing (Fighting Ruben Wolfe, rev.
3/01), Camis no longer losing to his older brother in the ring. But he still can't measure up to Rube when it
comesto getting agirl. "My brother never really had to say or do anything. He just had to stand somewhere
or scratch himself or even trip up a gutter and agirl would like him." Cam, on the other hand, spends his
evenings standing silently outside the house of the girl he likes, an action--or inaction--that causes Ruben to
observe, "You're abit of alonely bastard aren't y*?' But when Ruben callously discards hislatest girl--a
street performer named Octavia--Cameron begins to forge his first serious relationship with the beguiling
harmonica player. This story of first love complicated by a serious case of sibling rivalry lacks the blustering
narrative voice of its predecessor. Cam has now taken an interest in writing, and each chapter ends with a
sampling of his often overwrought work ("1 her soul ever leaks, | want

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Joseph Felix:

This Getting the Girl usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The
key reason why of this Getting the Girl can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple reading food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Getting the Girl forcing you to have an enormous
of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in
your day exercise. So, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Edna Brooks:

The actual book Getting the Girl will bring someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author
style to spell out theideais very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to



you. The book Getting the Girl is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Dixie Love:

The reserve untitled Getting the Girl is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality
of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did alot of research when write the book,
hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-
book of Getting the Girl from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Michael Spicer:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't
work thisis difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be Getting the Girl why because the wonderful cover that make
you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside aswell as cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly make suggestionsto pick up
this book.
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