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Loveit or hateit, popular culture permeates every aspect of contemporary
society. In this accessibly written introduction to the sociology of popular
culture, Dustin Kidd provides the tools to think critically about the cultural soup
served daily by film, television, music, print media, and the internet.

Utilizing each chapter to present core topical and timely examples, Kidd
highlights the tension between inclusion and individuality that lies beneath mass
media and commercia culture, using thistension as a point of entry to an
otherwise expansive topic. He systematically considers several dimensions of
identity—race, class, gender, sexuality, disability—to provide a broad overview
of the field that encompasses classical and contemporary theory, original data,
topical and timely examples, and a strong pedagogical focus on methods.

Pop Culture Freaks

encourages students to develop further research questions and projects from the
material. Both quantitative and qualitative analyses are brought to bear in Kidd's
examination of the labor force for cultural production, the representations of
identity in cultural objects, and the surprising differencesin how various
audiences consume and use mass culture in their everyday lives.
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Loveit or hateit, popular culture permeates every aspect of contemporary society. In this accessibly written
introduction to the sociology of popular culture, Dustin Kidd provides the toolsto think critically about the
cultural soup served daily by film, television, music, print media, and the internet.

Utilizing each chapter to present core topical and timely examples, Kidd highlights the tension between
inclusion and individuality that lies beneath mass media and commercial culture, using this tension as a point
of entry to an otherwise expansive topic. He systematically considers several dimensions of identity—race,
class, gender, sexuality, disability—to provide a broad overview of the field that encompasses classical and
contemporary theory, original data, topical and timely examples, and a strong pedagogical focus on methods.

Pop Culture Freaks

encourages students to devel op further research questions and projects from the material. Both quantitative
and qualitative analyses are brought to bear in Kidd's examination of the labor force for cultural production,
the representations of identity in cultural objects, and the surprising differences in how various audiences
consume and use mass culture in their everyday lives.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Bold on al fronts, Pop Culture Freaksis an unwincing examination of power in our mass media. Drawing
on clear data, well-placed examples, and sophisticated theory, it offers a compelling critique, even for those
inclined to draw less damning conclusions. Readers interested in an unapologetic review of the politics of
identity in pop culture need look no further.”

—L isaWade, Occidental College

"Kidd's narrative style is engaging; the text is written in language that undergraduate students can clearly
understand.”

—L ori Waite, Tennessee Wesleyan College

"A welcomerdlief! In one convenient text, this book clearly addresses the coreissues | cover in my course. It
integrates both classic and contemporary sociological theory throughout every chapter. The 'methodology
moment' boxes in each chapter brilliantly show students how to carry out empirically-based research on
various popular culture forms."

—Rhonda E. Dugan, California State Univer sity-Baker sfield

"Provides voluminous examples from popular culture that will both spark student interests and enable them
to contextualize course materialsto their own lives...It will open up wonderful discussionsin the
classroom.”

—LornaLueker Zukas, National University

From the Back Cover

"Bold on al fronts, "Pop Culture Freaks' is an unwincing examination of power in our mass media. Drawing
on clear data, well-placed examples, and sophisticated theory, it offers a compelling critique, even for those
inclined to draw less damning conclusions. Readers interested in an unapologetic review of the politics of
identity in pop culture need look no further.”

LisaWade, Occidental College

"A welcomerdlief! In one convenient text, this book clearly addresses the coreissues| cover in my course. It
integrates both classic and contemporary sociological theory throughout every chapter. The 'methodology
moment' boxes in each chapter brilliantly show students how to carry out empirically-based research on
various popular culture forms."

Rhonda E. Dugan, California State University-Bakersfield

"Provides voluminous examples from popular culture that will both spark student interests and enable them
to contextualize course materials to their own lives It will open up wonderful discussions in the classroom.”



Lorna Lueker Zukas, National University

Loveit or hateit, popular culture permeates every aspect of contemporary society. In this accessibly written
introduction to the sociology of popular culture, Dustin Kidd provides the toolsto think critically about the
cultural soup served daily by film, television, music, print media, and the internet.

Utilizing each chapter to present coretopical and timely examples, Kidd highlights the tension between
inclusion and individuality that lies beneath mass media and commercial culture, using this tension as a point
of entry to an otherwise expansive topic. He systematically considers several dimensions of identityrace,
class, gender, sexuality, disabilityto provide a broad overview of the field that encompasses classical and
contemporary theory, original data, topical and timely examples, and a strong pedagogical focus on methods.
"Pop Culture Freaks" encourages students to devel op further research questions and projects from the
material. Both quantitative and qualitative analyses are brought to bear in Kidd s examination of the labor
force for cultural production, the representations of identity in cultural objects, and the surprising differences
in how various audiences consume and use mass culture in their everyday lives.

Dustin Kidd is an Associate Professor of Sociology at Temple University and the author of "Legislating
Creativity: The Intersections of Art and Politics.""

About the Author

Dustin Kidd is an Associate Professor of Sociology at Temple University. He has been teaching the
Sociology of Popular Culture course for over adecade and his syllabus for the course has been included in
the ASA's Sociology of Culture Teaching Guide. Hisfirst book, Legislating Creativity, analyzed
controversies around government investment in arts, and his essays appear in various journals and volumes
such as The Sociology of Harry Potter. He blogs about teaching, the arts, television, and the sociology of
current events at dustinkidd.blogspot.com.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Bernard Martin:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for usto
find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will want this Pop Culture Freaks: Identity, Mass Media, and Society.

Solomon Steward:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Publications can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire al their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this Pop Culture
Freaks: Identity, Mass Media, and Society.



AuroraFoster:

Why? Because this Pop Culture Freaks: |dentity, Mass Media, and Society is an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content
within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So, it is good
for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unigue book will give you alot
of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
method. So, still want to hold up having that book? If | were you | will go to the book store hurriedly.

Paul Herbert:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and Pop Culture Freaks: Identity, Mass Media, and Society as well
as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like
to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks
are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other book
likes Pop Culture Freaks: Identity, Mass Media, and Society to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book likethis.
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