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"Real" knowing always involves a political dimension, Linda Martin Alcoff
suggests. But this does not mean we need to give up realism or the possibility of
truth. Recent work in continental philosophy insists on the influence that power
and desire exert on knowing, whereas contemporary analytic philosophy largely
ignores these political concernsin its accounts of justification and truth. Alcoff
engages these traditionally conflicting approaches in a constructive dialogue,
effectively spanning the analytic/continental divide.In provocative readings of
major figuresin the continental tradition, Alcoff shows that the work of Hans-
Georg Gadamer and Michel Foucault can help rectify key problemsin coherence
epistemology, such as the link between coherence and truth. She also argues that
discussions about knowledge among continental philosophers can benefit from
the work of analytic philosophers Donald Davidson and Hilary Putham on
meaning and ontology. Alcoff makes a compelling case for the need to address
truth as a metaphysical issue, in contrast to minimalist tendencies in Anglo-
American philosophy and deconstructionism on the continent. Her work
persuasively argues for coherentist epistemology as a more realistic
reconfiguration of the ontology of truth.
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"Real" knowing always involves a political dimension, Linda Martin Alcoff suggests. But this does not mean
we need to give up realism or the possibility of truth. Recent work in continental philosophy insists on the
influence that power and desire exert on knowing, whereas contemporary analytic philosophy largely ignores
these political concernsin its accounts of justification and truth. Alcoff engages these traditionally
conflicting approaches in a constructive dialogue, effectively spanning the analytic/continental divide.ln
provocative readings of major figuresin the continental tradition, Alcoff shows that the work of Hans-Georg
Gadamer and Michel Foucault can help rectify key problems in coherence epistemol ogy, such as the link
between coherence and truth. She also argues that discussions about knowledge among continental
philosophers can benefit from the work of analytic philosophers Donald Davidson and Hilary Putnam on
meaning and ontology. Alcoff makes a compelling case for the need to address truth as a metaphysical issue,
in contrast to minimalist tendencies in Anglo-American philosophy and deconstructionism on the continent.
Her work persuasively argues for coherentist epistemology as a more realistic reconfiguration of the
ontology of truth.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Thisisatimely contribution to a fast-growing body of research in 'socia epistemology,’ afield drawing the
attention of philosophers, sociologists of knowledge, social constructionists, and others." ?James Wong,
Hypatia

"A truly impressive scholarly achievement. For those who are interested in seeing how Gadamer and
Foucault connect with Davidson and Putnam, Real Knowing is arewarding and illuminating read." ?Matthias
Steup, Philosophy and Phenomenological Research

"Real Knowing is afine advertisement for having continental philosophy be heard on issues that are
sometimes still thought to be the preserve of Anglo-American philosophers. More important still, her brand
of 'social epistemology' shows the political import of what are often taken for merely theoretical issues. |
look forward to the debates that this book will provoke."?Robert Bernasconi

"Real Knowing is exciting, important, and extremely well written. The proseis clear and fluid, and the
author is adept at taking notions that are notoriously vague and making their sensein her arguments
clear."?Lynn Hankinson Nelson

From the Back Cover

"Linda Alcoff's Real Knowing is afine advertisement for having continental philosophy be heard on issues
that are sometimes still thought to be the preserve of Anglo-American philosophers. More important still, her
brand of “social epistemology' shows the political import of what are often taken for merely theoretical
issues. | look forward to the debates that this book will provoke.”--Robert Bernasconi

"Real Knowing is exciting, important, and extremely well written. The prose is clear and fluid, and the
author is adept at taking notions that are notoriously vague and making their sense in her arguments clear."--
Lynn Hankinson Nelson

About the Author

Linda Martin Alcoff is Professor of Philosophy and Women's Studies and Director of Women's Studies at
Syracuse University. She isthe author of Singing in the Fire, Thinking from the Underside of History,

I dentities, Epistemology, and Visible Identities: Race, Gender, and the Self.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Roger Sowa:

Book iswritten, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant point to bring us around the world. Adjacent to that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Real Knowing: New Versions of the Coherence Theory will
make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know about everything. But some
of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?



Frank Botelho:

The reserve with title Real Knowing: New Versions of the Coherence Theory contains alot of information
that you can discover it. Y ou can get alot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That isimportant to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the the
positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Sue Eldred:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stressfrom both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have extratime, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your aternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is definitely Real Knowing: New Versions of the Coherence Theory.

Cassandra Giron:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring usto around the world. By
the book Real Knowing: New Versions of the Coherence Theory we can get more advantage. Don't someone
to be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book
that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Real Knowing: New
Versions of the Coherence Theory. Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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