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Samurai: An Illustrated History brings the violent, tumultuous, and, at the
same time, elegant world of the medieval Japanese samurai to life.

This book of Japanese history traces the story of a unique historical phenomenon:
a period of 700 years—equivalent to the entire stretch of Western history
between the reigns of the Crusader king Richard the Lionhearted and of Queen
Victoria at the height of the British Empire—during which an enclosed
civilization was dominated by a single warrior caste.

The historical narrative of samurai history is supported by explanations of
samurai armor, weapons, fortifications, tactics, and customs, and illustrated with
nearly 800 fascinating color photographs, maps, and sketches, including ancient
scroll paintings and surviving suits of armor preserved for centuries in Japanese
shrines.

From the 12th to the 19th centuries the history of Japan was effectively the
history of the samurai—the class of professional fighting men. At first they were
no more than lowly soldiery employed by the court aristocracy of Kyoto, but the
growing power of the provincial warrior clans soon enabled them to brush aside
the executive power of the imperial court and to form their own parallel military
government. Though individual dynasties came and went in cycles of vigor and
decadence, the dominance of the samurai as a class proved uniquely resilient.
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Samurai: An Illustrated History brings the violent, tumultuous, and, at the same time, elegant world of
the medieval Japanese samurai to life.

This book of Japanese history traces the story of a unique historical phenomenon: a period of 700
years—equivalent to the entire stretch of Western history between the reigns of the Crusader king Richard
the Lionhearted and of Queen Victoria at the height of the British Empire—during which an enclosed
civilization was dominated by a single warrior caste.

The historical narrative of samurai history is supported by explanations of samurai armor, weapons,
fortifications, tactics, and customs, and illustrated with nearly 800 fascinating color photographs, maps, and
sketches, including ancient scroll paintings and surviving suits of armor preserved for centuries in Japanese
shrines.

From the 12th to the 19th centuries the history of Japan was effectively the history of the samurai—the class
of professional fighting men. At first they were no more than lowly soldiery employed by the court
aristocracy of Kyoto, but the growing power of the provincial warrior clans soon enabled them to brush aside
the executive power of the imperial court and to form their own parallel military government. Though
individual dynasties came and went in cycles of vigor and decadence, the dominance of the samurai as a
class proved uniquely resilient.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ryan Daggett:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Samurai: An Illustrated
History. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Brenda Taylor:

This Samurai: An Illustrated History book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is
in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get.
This specific Samurai: An Illustrated History without we realize teach the one who studying it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Samurai: An Illustrated History can bring once
you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the
lovely laptop even phone. This Samurai: An Illustrated History having good arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Cindi Russell:

This Samurai: An Illustrated History are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why.
The reason of this Samurai: An Illustrated History can be one of many great books you must have is giving
you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your
before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Samurai: An Illustrated History giving
you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we
all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Valerie Beauchamp:

Often the book Samurai: An Illustrated History will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of
book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this
book very suitable to you. The book Samurai: An Illustrated History is much recommended to you to see.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.
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