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The Promise of Amida Buddha is the first complete English translation of a
seminal collection of writings by the Japanese Pure Land school's founder,
Honen-shonin (1133-1212). The so-called Japanese Anthology (Wago Toroku)
collects his surviving short writings composed in Japanese, including letters of
exhortation and public pronouncements. The vital writings provide a window
into Honen's life and the turbulent era in which he lived and taught.

Honen-shonin, who lived in Japan in the twelfth century, saw that the complexity
of traditional Buddhist practices made them inaccessible to people outside the
monastic elite. Drawing on the Chinese Pure Land tradition, he re-imagined Pure
Land practice for Japan and ushered in a new and dynamic practice that
continues in the present day. In our degenerate age, says Honen, we cannot hope
to reach enlightenment via the practices employed by the Buddhist masters of
old. For us there is only one avenue to liberation--rebirth in the Pure Land of
Amida, from whence our progress is irreversible and our ultimate release
assured. The Pure Land is a heavenly destination made manifest through the pure
vow of Amida to save all beings, and we secure passage to this land in our next
life through pure faith in Amida at the very moment of death. The practice of
faith in Amida is performed through nembutsu, the continual recitation of the
mantra Namu Amida Butsu, which bonds us to Amida and brings us into his care.
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The Promise of Amida Buddha is the first complete English translation of a seminal collection of writings by
the Japanese Pure Land school's founder, Honen-shonin (1133-1212). The so-called Japanese Anthology
(Wago Toroku) collects his surviving short writings composed in Japanese, including letters of exhortation
and public pronouncements. The vital writings provide a window into Honen's life and the turbulent era in
which he lived and taught.

Honen-shonin, who lived in Japan in the twelfth century, saw that the complexity of traditional Buddhist
practices made them inaccessible to people outside the monastic elite. Drawing on the Chinese Pure Land
tradition, he re-imagined Pure Land practice for Japan and ushered in a new and dynamic practice that
continues in the present day. In our degenerate age, says Honen, we cannot hope to reach enlightenment via
the practices employed by the Buddhist masters of old. For us there is only one avenue to liberation--rebirth
in the Pure Land of Amida, from whence our progress is irreversible and our ultimate release assured. The
Pure Land is a heavenly destination made manifest through the pure vow of Amida to save all beings, and we
secure passage to this land in our next life through pure faith in Amida at the very moment of death. The
practice of faith in Amida is performed through nembutsu, the continual recitation of the mantra Namu
Amida Butsu, which bonds us to Amida and brings us into his care.
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Editorial Review

Review
"These records provide an invaluable glimpse not only into Honen's Pure Land Buddhism but also the
landscape of Japanese society in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries." (Buddhadharma)

About the Author
Joji Atone was born in Fukuoka, Japan, in 1951 and holds a PhD from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
Since 1992, he has been the director of Bukkyo University-Los Angeles Extension.

Yoko Hayashi, MEd, is a retired educator living in Los Angeles. The daughter of a Japanese Pure Land
missionary, she was born in Hawaii, where she spent her professional career.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Bradford:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication The Promise of Amida
Buddha: Honen's Path to Bliss will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in
search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Eddie Drennan:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get
a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world
could share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their
reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also
they write about the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this
world always try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the
book. One of them is this The Promise of Amida Buddha: Honen's Path to Bliss.

Kevin Shepherd:

This The Promise of Amida Buddha: Honen's Path to Bliss is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to
look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Promise of Amida Buddha:



Honen's Path to Bliss can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of
book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I
mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you
are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life and knowledge.

Alice Weaver:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in
the top record in your reading list is definitely The Promise of Amida Buddha: Honen's Path to Bliss. This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
upward and review this book you can get many advantages.
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