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Between 1974 and 1990 more than thirty countries in southern Europe, Latin
America, East Asia, and Eastern Europe shifted from authoritarian to democratic
systems of government. This global democratic revolution is probably the most
important political trend in the late twentieth century. In The Third Wave, Samuel
P. Huntington analyzes the causes and nature of these democratic transitions,
evaluates the prospects for stability of the new democracies, and explores the
possibility of more countries becoming democratic. The recent transitions, he
argues, are the third major wave of democratization in the modem world. Each of
the two previous waves was followed by a reverse wave in which some countries
shifted back to authoritarian government. Using concrete examples, empirical
evidence, and insightful analysis, Huntington provides neither a theory nor a
history of the third wave, but an explanation of why and how it occurred.

Factors responsible for the democratic trend include the legitimacy dilemmas of
authoritarian regimes; economic and social development; the changed role of the
Catholic Church; the impact of the United States, the European Community, and
the Soviet Union; and the "snowballing" phenomenon: change in one country
stimulating change in others. Five key elite groups within and outside the
nondemocratic regime played roles in shaping the various ways democratization
occurred. Compromise was key to all democratizations, and elections and
nonviolent tactics also were central. New democracies must deal with the
"torturer problem" and the "praetorian problem" and attempt to develop
democratic values and processes. Disillusionment with democracy, Huntington
argues, is necessary to consolidating democracy. He concludes the book with an
analysis of the political, economic, and cultural factors that will decide whether
or not the third wave continues.
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Several "Guidelines for Democratizers" offer specific, practical suggestions for
initiating and carrying out reform. Huntington's emphasis on practical application
makes this book a valuable tool for anyone engaged in the democratization
process. At this volatile time in history, Huntington's assessment of the processes
of democratization is indispensable to understanding the future of democracy in
the world.
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Between 1974 and 1990 more than thirty countries in southern Europe, Latin America, East Asia, and
Eastern Europe shifted from authoritarian to democratic systems of government. This global democratic
revolution is probably the most important political trend in the late twentieth century. In The Third Wave,
Samuel P. Huntington analyzes the causes and nature of these democratic transitions, evaluates the prospects
for stability of the new democracies, and explores the possibility of more countries becoming democratic.
The recent transitions, he argues, are the third major wave of democratization in the modem world. Each of
the two previous waves was followed by a reverse wave in which some countries shifted back to
authoritarian government. Using concrete examples, empirical evidence, and insightful analysis, Huntington
provides neither a theory nor a history of the third wave, but an explanation of why and how it occurred.

Factors responsible for the democratic trend include the legitimacy dilemmas of authoritarian regimes;
economic and social development; the changed role of the Catholic Church; the impact of the United States,
the European Community, and the Soviet Union; and the "snowballing" phenomenon: change in one country
stimulating change in others. Five key elite groups within and outside the nondemocratic regime played roles
in shaping the various ways democratization occurred. Compromise was key to all democratizations, and
elections and nonviolent tactics also were central. New democracies must deal with the "torturer problem"
and the "praetorian problem" and attempt to develop democratic values and processes. Disillusionment with
democracy, Huntington argues, is necessary to consolidating democracy. He concludes the book with an
analysis of the political, economic, and cultural factors that will decide whether or not the third wave
continues.

Several "Guidelines for Democratizers" offer specific, practical suggestions for initiating and carrying out
reform. Huntington's emphasis on practical application makes this book a valuable tool for anyone engaged
in the democratization process. At this volatile time in history, Huntington's assessment of the processes of
democratization is indispensable to understanding the future of democracy in the world.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Samuel P. Huntington (1927-2008) was the Albert J. Weatherhead III University Professor at Harvard and
former chairman of the Harvard Academy for International and Area Studies. He authored many books on
comparative politics and military affairs and served as Coordinator of Security Planning for the National
Security Council. He is a founder of the journal Foreign Policy and a former president of the American
Political Science Association.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jean Young:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Third Wave:
Democratization in the Late 20th Century (The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture Series). All type of
book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Sarah Ruff:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the
data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this The Third
Wave: Democratization in the Late 20th Century (The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture Series).

William Roger:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping The Third Wave: Democratization
in the Late 20th Century (The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture Series) that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the
means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success
person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick The Third Wave:



Democratization in the Late 20th Century (The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture Series) become
your current starter.

William Bellard:

The book untitled The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late 20th Century (The Julian J. Rothbaum
Distinguished Lecture Series) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with
easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read
the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary
works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can
read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official
web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.
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