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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This is a highly focused, richly detailed, scholarly account of the interactions of Choctaws, Christian
missionaries, and government in the gradual removal of these Native Americans from their homeland. The
dates in the title reflect the span of time from the arrival of the first missionaries to the year the Mississippi
Choctaws' identity as a tribe was formally recognized by the government. Concerned with good citizenship
as well as religious education and conversion, the missionaries' schools were welcomed by the Choctaws,
who sought new, practical skills for their rapidly changing world. One of Kidwell's major theses is that the
missionaries ultimately failed to reach the majority of full-blood Choctaws because they relied so heavily on
the mediation of mixed-bloods. This is a story of complex forces and personal anguish set against the
backdrop of government policies inexorably bent on relocation. Recommended for collections strong in
history and Native American studies.?Charles E. Perry, East Central Univ., Ada, Okla.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Back Cover
The present-day Choctaw communities in central Mississippi are a tribute to the ability of the Indian people
both to adapt to new situations and to find refuge against the outside world through their uniqueness. Clara
Sue Kidwell, whose great-great-grandparents migrated from Mississippi to Indian Territory along the Trail
of Tears in 1830, here tells the story of those Choctaws who chose not to move but to stay behind in
Mississippi. As Kidwell shows, their story is closely interwoven with that of the missionaries who
established the first missions in the area in 1818. While the U.S. government sought to "civilize" Indians
through the agency of Christianity, many Choctaw tribal leaders in turn demanded education from Christian
missionaries. The missionaries allied themselves with these leaders, mostly mixed-bloods; in so doing, they
alienated themselves from the full-blood elements of the tribe and thus failed to achieve widespread
Christian conversion and education. Their failure contributed to the growing arguments in Congress and by
Mississippi citizens that the Choctaws should he moved to the West and their territory opened to white
settlement. The missionaries did establish literacy among the Choctaws, however, with ironic consequences.
Although the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek in 1830 compelled the Choctaws to move west, its fourteenth
article provided that those who wanted to remain in Mississippi could claim land as individuals and stay in
the state as private citizens. The claims were largely denied, and those who remained were often driven from
their lands by white buyers, yet the Choctaws maintained their communities by clustering around the few
men who did get title tolands, by maintaining traditional customs, and by continuing to speak the Choctaw
language. Now Christian missionaries offered the Indian communities a vehicle for survival rather than
assimilation.

About the Author

Clara Sue Kidwell received her Ph.D. from the University of Oklahoma and is Assistant Director for
Cultural Resources with the National Museum of the American Indian, Washington, D.C.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Antoinette Hogg:

The book Choctaws and Missionaries in Mississippi, 1818–1918 give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book Choctaws and
Missionaries in Mississippi, 1818–1918 to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like
wide open and read a reserve Choctaws and Missionaries in Mississippi, 1818–1918. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Patricia French:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Choctaws and Missionaries in Mississippi, 1818–1918 your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get prior to. The Choctaws and Missionaries in Mississippi, 1818–1918 giving you a
different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better
life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will
probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Steven Simon:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Choctaws and Missionaries in
Mississippi, 1818–1918 is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon.
If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

William Black:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just looking for the Choctaws and Missionaries in Mississippi, 1818–1918 when you essential
it?
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