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From the acclaimed author of This Sde of Brightness, the epic life and times of
Rudolf Nureyev, reimagined in a dazzlingly inventive masterpiece-published to
coincide with the tenth anniversary of Nureyev's death

A Russian peasant who became an international legend, a Cold War exile who
inspired millions, an artist whose name stood for genius, sex, and excess-the
magnificence of Rudolf Nureyev'slife and work are known, but now Colum
McCann, in his most daring novel yet, reinvents this erotically charged figure
through the light he cast on those who knew him.

Taking hisinspiration from the biographical facts, McCann tells the story
through a chorus of voices: thereis Anna Vasileva, Rudi's first ballet teacher,
who rescues her protégé from the stunted life of histown; Y ulia, whose sexual
and artistic ambitions are thwarted by her Soviet-sanctioned marriage; and
Victor, the Venezuelan hustler, who reveals the lurid underside of the gay
celebrity set. Spanning four decades and many worlds, from the horrors of
Stalingrad to the wild abandon of New Y ork in the eighties, Dancer is peopled
by alarge cast of characters, obscure and famous: doormen and shoemakers,
Margot Fonteyn and John Lennon. And at the heart of the spectacle stands the
artist himself, willful, lustful, and driven by a never-to-be-met need for
perfection.

In ecstatic prose, McCann evokes the distinct consciousness of the man and the
glittering reflection of the myth. The result is a monumental story of love, art,
and exile.
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From the acclaimed author of This Sde of Brightness, the epic life and times of Rudolf Nureyev, reimagined
in adazzlingly inventive masterpiece-published to coincide with the tenth anniversary of Nureyev's death

A Russian peasant who became an international legend, a Cold War exile who inspired millions, an artist
whose name stood for genius, sex, and excess-the magnificence of Rudolf Nureyev'slife and work are
known, but now Colum McCann, in his most daring novel yet, reinvents this erotically charged figure
through the light he cast on those who knew him.

Taking hisinspiration from the biographical facts, McCann tells the story through a chorus of voices: thereis
AnnaVasileva, Rudi'sfirst ballet teacher, who rescues her protégé from the stunted life of histown; Yulia,
whose sexual and artistic ambitions are thwarted by her Soviet-sanctioned marriage; and Victor, the
Venezuelan hustler, who reveals the lurid underside of the gay celebrity set. Spanning four decades and
many worlds, from the horrors of Stalingrad to the wild abandon of New Y ork in the eighties, Dancer is
peopled by alarge cast of characters, obscure and famous; doormen and shoemakers, Margot Fonteyn and
John Lennon. And at the heart of the spectacle stands the artist himself, willful, lustful, and driven by a
never-to-be-met need for perfection.

In ecstatic prose, McCann evokes the distinct consciousness of the man and the glittering reflection of the
myth. The result is amonumental story of love, art, and exile.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

A chorus of voices breathe new life into the story of Rudolf Nureyev, one of ballet's greatest performers, in
this vibrant, imaginative patchwork of anovel by Irish expatriate McCann (This Side of Brightness, etc.). As
a seven-year-old peasant boy in 1944, Rudi dances for wounded soldiers in a hospital ward during World
War 11. By the mid-1950s he has outgrown life in the tiny Soviet town of Ufa, his unfailing determination to
perform (against the stern wishes of his father) driving him into the wider world. It is his stubborn
persistence more than his natural talent that distinguishes him, but hisfirst teachers see great potential in
him, and he is accepted into a ballet company in Leningrad. He defects to France and later moves on to Italy,
where "the ovations become more exhausting than the dance" and he is sucked into the drug and disco
culture of the late '70s, even after his partner Margot Fonteyn urges him to stay focused. A relationship with
New York gay hustler Victor Pareci allows Rudi to indulge hiswildest impulses, but his brashness and self-
absorption are tempered when he journeys back to his homeland in 1987 in the touching conclusion. The
sections narrated by different characters, some central and some marginal, create a kal eidoscopic effect.
Faithfully capturing the pathos and grim poverty of the Soviet Union at mid-century, McCann also reveals a
splashy tabloid affinity for the excesses and effects of fame and notoriety. Though the focus here is narrower
than that of McCann's previous works, the novel isalovely showcase for hisfluid prose and storytelling
skill.

Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

McCann's latest (after Everything in This Country Must) is hugely ambitious: a fictionalized account of the
life of Rudolph Nureyev-the Cold War danseur noble lauded as the world's first "pop star dancer”-as told by
those who knew him. Among the narrators are the irrepressible Y ulia, the daughter of Nureyev'sfirst ballet
teacher; Margot Fonteyn, Rudik's brilliant dance partner; Victor, agay hustler from the Lower East Side with
apenchant for blow, bath houses, and back talk; and others. What emergesis a pastiche of both the man and
the myth, the disparate voices combining to create alyrical and variegated portrait. The narrative technique
can, however, be disorienting and even frustrating, as the reader cares more about some narrators than others
and isloath to depart from them. McCann aso has a somewhat irksome tendency to over-explain moments
he should alow to resonate on their own. Still, the work hangs together well and is finally an enormous
achievement. Both the Soviet Union of the war-torn 1940s and the displacement and hopefulness of an
exileslife are perfectly evoked, and Nureyev-impossible, erratic, and brilliant-is a golden flame that sets
everything ablaze. Recommended for all contemporary fiction collections.

--Tania Barnes, "Library Journal"

Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

For three decades, the legend of ballet dancer Rudolph Nureyev spread from continent to continent: the
semicultured boy from Ufa who takes the Leningrad dance world by storm; political asylum in Paris; the
amazing partnership with Margot Fonteyn; the matinee idol dancer; the hyperactive sex life; the enfant
terrible. Actual events and qualities of Nureyev's public persona are tossed together in this novel, and his
legend, nearly 10 years after his death, becomes myth. Some of the characters are real (Fonteyn, for
instance), while others have sprung from the author's imagination. McCann is such a good writer that, real or
not, the characters' powerful voices lead the reader to suspend disbelief on an entirely deeper level. Only
dance writers and true Rudi fanatics will be able to distinguish the real from the imaginary, and one even
suspects they might have some problems. Still, even those who have never been to a ballet--or seen Nureyev


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

dance--will find this book enjoyable. Frank Caso
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rebecca Burks:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Dancer: A Novel. Try to face the book Dancer: A Novel asyour pal. It
means that it can being your friend when you truly feel aone and beside regarding course make you smarter
than previously. Y eah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

DorisMcNeal:

Dancer: A Novel can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every
word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Dancer: A Novel athough doesn't forget the main stage, giving
the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Willie Dreher:

This Dancer: A Novd is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you
who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details
accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard
core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Dancer: A Novel in your hand like keeping the
world inyour arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you
world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , thisis certainly good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Helen Woodson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Dancer: A Novel or perhaps others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides
are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes



Dancer: A Novel to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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