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What does it mean to be young, poor, and black in our consumer culture? Are
black children "brand-crazed consumer addicts" willing to kill each other over a
pair of the latest Nike Air Jordans or Barbie backpack? In thisfirst in-depth
account of the consumer lives of poor and working-class black children,
Elizabeth Chin enters the world of children living in hardship in order to
understand the ways they |earn to manage living poor in awealthy society.

To move beyond the stereotypical images of black children obsessed with status
symbols, Chin spent two years interviewing poor children in New Haven,
Connecticut, about where and how they spend their money. An aternate image of
the children emerges, one that puts practicality ahead of statusin their purchasing
decisions. On atwenty-dollar shopping spree with Chin, one boy hasto choose
between awalkie-talkie set and an X-Men figure. In one of the most painful
moments of her research, Chin watches as Davy struggles with his decision. He
finally takes the walkie-talkie set, atoy that might be shared with his younger
brother.

Through personal anecdotes and compelling stories ranging from topics such as
Christmas and birthday gifts, shopping malls, Toys-R-Us, neighborhood
convenience shops, school lunches, ethnically correct toys, and school supplies,
Chin critically examines consumption as a medium through which social
inequalities -- most notably of race, class, and gender -- are formed, experienced,
imposed, and resisted. Along the way she acknowledges the profound constraints
under which the poor and working class must strugglein their daily lives.
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What does it mean to be young, poor, and black in our consumer culture? Are black children "brand-crazed
consumer addicts' willing to kill each other over a pair of the latest Nike Air Jordans or Barbie backpack? In
thisfirst in-depth account of the consumer lives of poor and working-class black children, Elizabeth Chin
enters the world of children living in hardship in order to understand the ways they learn to manage living
poor in awesalthy society.

To move beyond the stereotypical images of black children obsessed with status symbols, Chin spent two
years interviewing poor children in New Haven, Connecticut, about where and how they spend their money.
An dternate image of the children emerges, one that puts practicality ahead of statusin their purchasing
decisions. On atwenty-dollar shopping spree with Chin, one boy has to choose between awalkie-talkie set
and an X-Men figure. In one of the most painful moments of her research, Chin watches as Davy struggles
with his decision. He finally takes the walkie-talkie set, atoy that might be shared with his younger brother.

Through personal anecdotes and compelling stories ranging from topics such as Christmas and birthday gifts,
shopping malls, Toys-R-Us, neighborhood convenience shops, school lunches, ethnically correct toys, and
school supplies, Chin critically examines consumption as a medium through which socia inequalities -- most
notably of race, class, and gender -- are formed, experienced, imposed, and resisted. Along the way she
acknowledges the profound constraints under which the poor and working class must struggle in their daily
lives.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Verline Custer:

Now aday peoplethat Living in the erawherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How alot moreto be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Purchasing Power: Black Kids and
American Consumer Culture book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
detailsin this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

John Master son:

The reserve untitled Purchasing Power: Black Kids and American Consumer Culture is the book that
recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The
language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a
lot of research when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of Purchasing Power: Black Kids and American Consumer
Culture from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Judy Turner:

Y ou may get this Purchasing Power: Black Kids and American Consumer Culture by browse the bookstore
or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern eraincluding now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. Itis
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.

Ed Abraham:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. In this modern
eralike today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just



searching for the Purchasing Power: Black Kids and American Consumer Culture when you essential it?
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