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This book explores a neglected feature of intellectual history and literature in the
early modern period: the ways in which the body was theorized and represented
as an intelligent cognitive agent, with desires, appetites, and understandings
independent of the mind. It considers the works of early modern physicians,
thinkers, and literary writers who explored the phenomenon of the independent
and intelligent body. Charalampous rethinks the origin of dualism that is
commonly associated with Descartes, uncovering hitherto unknown lines of
reception regarding a form of dualism that understands the body as capable of
performing complicated forms of cognition independently of the mind. The study
examines the consequences of this way of thinking about the body for
contemporary philosophy, theology, and medicine, opening up new vistas of
thought against which to reassess perceptions of what literature can be thought
and felt to do. Sifting and assessing this evidence sheds new light on a range of
historical and literary issues relating to the treatment, perception, and
representation of the human body. This book examines the notion of the thinking
body across a wide range of genres, topics, and authors, including Montaigne’s
Essays, Spenser’s allegorical poetry, Donne’s metaphysical poetry, tragic
dramaturgy, Shakespeare, and Milton’s epic poetry and shorter poems. It will be
essential for those studying early modern literature, cognition, and the body.
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This book explores a neglected feature of intellectual history and literature in the early modern period: the
ways in which the body was theorized and represented as an intelligent cognitive agent, with desires,
appetites, and understandings independent of the mind. It considers the works of early modern physicians,
thinkers, and literary writers who explored the phenomenon of the independent and intelligent body.
Charalampous rethinks the origin of dualism that is commonly associated with Descartes, uncovering
hitherto unknown lines of reception regarding a form of dualism that understands the body as capable of
performing complicated forms of cognition independently of the mind. The study examines the
consequences of this way of thinking about the body for contemporary philosophy, theology, and medicine,
opening up new vistas of thought against which to reassess perceptions of what literature can be thought and
felt to do. Sifting and assessing this evidence sheds new light on a range of historical and literary issues
relating to the treatment, perception, and representation of the human body. This book examines the notion
of the thinking body across a wide range of genres, topics, and authors, including Montaigne’s Essays,
Spenser’s allegorical poetry, Donne’s metaphysical poetry, tragic dramaturgy, Shakespeare, and Milton’s
epic poetry and shorter poems. It will be essential for those studying early modern literature, cognition, and
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Editorial Review

Review
“This study is a much-needed volume in a neglected field.” - Kate Gath, University of Sheffield, British
Society for Literature and Science

About the Author

Charis Charalampous is the Toby Jackman Isaac Newton Research Fellow at St Edmund's College,
Cambridge, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eva Velasco:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around
the world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Rethinking the Mind-Body
Relationship in Early Modern Literature, Philosophy, and Medicine: The Renaissance of the Body
(Routledge Studies in Renaissance Literature and Culture) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or
reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you
trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

David Henry:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Rethinking the Mind-Body Relationship in Early Modern Literature, Philosophy, and Medicine: The
Renaissance of the Body (Routledge Studies in Renaissance Literature and Culture), you could tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading a e-book.

Ronald Stauffer:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind



proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find publication that need
more time to be read. Rethinking the Mind-Body Relationship in Early Modern Literature, Philosophy, and
Medicine: The Renaissance of the Body (Routledge Studies in Renaissance Literature and Culture) can be
your answer as it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Dorcas Rogers:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Rethinking the Mind-Body Relationship in Early Modern Literature,
Philosophy, and Medicine: The Renaissance of the Body (Routledge Studies in Renaissance Literature and
Culture) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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