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'This book rests on a lifetime’s thinking about history. It helps us see
Shakespeare in “a more realistic light”.’
Times Literary Supplement

Although Shakespeare is rightly celebrated for the continued relevancy of his
plays and poetry today, we too often lose sight of the wider historical context
which shaped his work. In Shakespeare: Poet and Citizen, Victor Kiernan shows
that Shakespeare was profoundly sensitive to the great social and political
upheavals of his age. Shakespeare's life coincided with the first challenges to the
institution of monarchy, as well as far-reaching transformations in the social
hierarchy.

By placing the plays within this context of an emerging modernity, Kiernan
upends our perception of Shakespeare's writings. He shows that these social
transformations, and especially the changing roles of women, are crucial to our
understanding of the Comedies, in which the confusion of identity, disguise, and
cross-dressing play a central role, while the Histories similarly reflect the demise
of feudal allegiances and the development of the modern state.

Featuring a new introduction by Michael Wood, Shakespeare: Poet and Citizen
provides a rich resource for both students of literature and for the general reader
looking for new insight into the life of our greatest dramatist.
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'This book rests on a lifetime’s thinking about history. It helps us see Shakespeare in “a more realistic light”.’
Times Literary Supplement

Although Shakespeare is rightly celebrated for the continued relevancy of his plays and poetry today, we too
often lose sight of the wider historical context which shaped his work. In Shakespeare: Poet and Citizen,
Victor Kiernan shows that Shakespeare was profoundly sensitive to the great social and political upheavals
of his age. Shakespeare's life coincided with the first challenges to the institution of monarchy, as well as
far-reaching transformations in the social hierarchy.

By placing the plays within this context of an emerging modernity, Kiernan upends our perception of
Shakespeare's writings. He shows that these social transformations, and especially the changing roles of
women, are crucial to our understanding of the Comedies, in which the confusion of identity, disguise, and
cross-dressing play a central role, while the Histories similarly reflect the demise of feudal allegiances and
the development of the modern state.

Featuring a new introduction by Michael Wood, Shakespeare: Poet and Citizen provides a rich resource for
both students of literature and for the general reader looking for new insight into the life of our greatest
dramatist.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The strength of this book lies in the total view of political and social conditions of the period which
underpins it. . . . Unlike so many other books on Shakespeare, it will not scare off the non-academic reader.”
(Guardian)

“Victor Kiernan is one of the best historians of seventeenth-century England. And he is also a sensitive
literary critic. The combination of these gifts makes his book a remarkable achievement. It will become a
classic.”
(Christopher Hill)

“Kiernan’s detailed knowledge of the plays and the period they emerged from give an enormous authority to
his analysis of the forces at work in them. He covers the entire canon, including the sonnets and the comedies
but his analysis of the histories is central.”   
 
(Morning Star (UK))

About the Author

Victor Kiernan (1913-2009) was one of Britain’s most distinguished historians and professor of modern
history at the University of Edinburgh.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ernie Fleishman:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Shakespeare: Poet and Citizen book since
this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is
no doubt in it you probably know this.

Pearlie Wong:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Shakespeare: Poet and Citizen, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book.



Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Danielle Rucks:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Shakespeare: Poet and Citizen can be the
respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading
in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Lillian Thornton:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This e-book Shakespeare: Poet and Citizen was filled regarding science. Spend your spare
time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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